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Preface 
Movement of people from their home town or village is 
sometimes the only option to improve one’s life. Migration of such 
kind, therefore, is a deciding way-out to improve the income, 
education and participation of individuals and families, and enhance 
their children’s future prospects. Motivations for such movement, for 
most of the times, are economic reasons (to find work, escape famine, 
etc.), social reasons (for a better quality of life or to be closer to 
family or friends), political reasons (to escape 
cultural/political/religious persecution or war) and environmental 
reasons (natural disasters such as flooding, drought). The collapse of 
the Soviet system caused critical changes in migratory processes 
especially due to the emergence of a new economic system and the 
creation of new and sovereign political entities. 
Thus migration, generally speaking, changes the demographic 
structure of the national entities in ones country if such migrations are 
of large scale. Not only this, the migrants often lose their, along with 
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the hearts, their ties with fellow countrymen, lose their sovio-political 
status. 
Status itself is a scale of social standing in a society. One can 
measure it on the basis of role in state and administration, freedom to 
profess religion, culture and language, access to education and health, 
economic conditions and interethnic relations vis-a-vis nationality but 
most often the people on this account suffer and big loses are 
witnessed. Russian migration in Central Asia gave them, for political 
reasons mostly benefits on all these accounts but their emigration 
from Central Asia also dwindled the status of leftovers of Russians in 
Central Asia on account of the above reasons. Today  they are living 
as insignificant minorities with their own distinct culture, tradition, 
way of life, etc. which is culturally, ethnically, or racially a distinct 
group that coexist with but is subordinate (chief defining 
characteristic of a minority group) to a more dominant group.  
This work addresses all these issues which by the grace of 
Allah, has been completed within the stipulated time. My limitations 
have not allowed me to do a better work, and expect that these are 
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pardonable. However, I express sincere gratitude to my esteemed 
supervisor Prof. Aijaz A. Bandey, for providing me guidance and 
unprecedented support to present this study. Besides formal 
supervision he kept me encouraging throughout the period of this 
study. In fact he taught me the history of the area, basics of research, 
methodology and all that I felt in need of. I sincerely acknowledge 
that this work would have not been possible to complete without his 
kind supervision. 
Besides him, Prof. M. A. Kaw (Professor, CCAS), Prof. G. M. 
Mir (Professor, CCAS) and Prof. G. R. Jan (Director, CCAS) were 
always encouraging and helpful to hail me out in dire situations. 
Likewise the other teachers of the Centre of Central Asian 
Studies, Dr. G. N. Khaki, Dr. M. Afzal Mir, Dr. Tareak A. Rather, Dr. 
Tabasum Firdous, Dr. M. R. Makhdumi, Dr.  A. Rauf Shah, Dr. 
Darakhshan Abdullah, Dr. Afaq Aziz, Dr. Fayaz A. Lone, Dr. Wahid 
Nasaru, Dr. Suraya Gul, Dr. Mushtaq A. Halwai and Dr. Sheikh Talal 
have been helpful to me while doing this work. I am indebted for what 
they did for me.  
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Chapter I 
INTRODUCTION 
 In the present work we are dealing with about 68,000 Russians 
living in Tajikistan today. They were part of large population of 
Russians who migrated in the wake of disintegration of USSR in 
1991. Before we study the reasons of migration and the present status 
of the Russian leftovers, let us know about the profile of Tajikistan. 
Profile of Tajikistan 
Tajikistan is a land locked country, located on the southern edge of 
the Central Asian group of nations. It lies between 
latitudes 36° and 41° North and longitudes 67° and 75° East. It shares 
borders with Uzbekistan (1,161 kilometers) to the northwest and west, 
Afghanistan (1,206 kilometers) to the south, China (414 kilometers) to 
the east and Kyrgyzstan (870 kilometers) to the northeast.
1
 Tajikistan 
consists almost entirely of folded mountains, divided into four 
topographical regions; the Fergana Valley
2
 to the north, the Gissar and 
                                                          
1
  http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com 
2
  Ferghana Valley is a region in Central Asia spread across eastern Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and 
Tajikistan; Zeyno Baran, S. Frederick Starr and Svante E. Cornell, Islamic Radicalism in 
 2 
 
Vakhsh Valleys to the south, the Pamir Mountains to the east and the 
Gorno-Badakhshan Oblast (a plateau) and the Turkmenistan, 
Zeravshan and Gissar Ranges to the west. Out of its total population 
of 6.2 million people 93% live in the mountain systems of the Tien 
Shan, Gissaro-Alay and Pamir and more than 70% live in rural areas.
3
 
The country has an area of 143,000 square kilometers (55,251 square 
miles) that extends 700 kilometers from east to west and 350 
kilometers from north to south. 
Tajikistan consists of four administrative divisions. These are 
the provinces (viloyat) of Sughd, Khatlon, the Gorno-Badakhshan 
Autonomous Oblast (GBAO), and the Region of Republican 
Subordination (RRS). Each region is divided into several districts, 
(raion), which in turn are subdivided into village-level self-governing 
units (jamoats) and then villages (qyshloqs). Presently, there are 58 
districts and 367 jamoats in Tajikistan. 
                                                                                                                                                              
Central Asia and the Caucasus: Implications for the EU, Central Asia-Caucasus Institute and 
Silk Road Studies Program, Washington, D.C., 2006, p. 7. 
3
   Abdolreza Abassian,Tajikistan: Market Profile for Emergency Food Security Assessments, 
World Food Programme, Emergency Needs Assessment Branch (ODAN), United Nations 
World Food Programme Headquarters, Rome, Italy, December, 2005,  p. 14, accessed 21 
September 2012. 
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Source: Google maps. 
Contemporary Tajiks are said to be the descendants of ancient 
Eastern Iranian inhabitants of Central Asia,
4
 in particular the 
Soghdians and the Bactrians, and possibly other groups, with an 
admixture of Western Iranian Persians and non-Iranian peoples.
5
 
                                                          
4
  According to Shirin Akiner, Tajiks, are in a part of Western Iranian family; cited from 
Tajikistan Overview: A General Perspective, avliable online at 
http://catarina.udlap.mx/u_dl_a/tales/documentos/lri/castillo_b_rc/capitulo1.pdf;http://adventu
re-international.com/responsibletravel/pdfs/Peaks_Foundation-Energia_Challenge-2011.pdf; 
Lawrence Krader, Peoples of Central Asia, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, 1963, 
pp. 54, 81-82. 
5
  wikipedia.org 
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Literally speaking, Tajikistan means the "Land of the Tajiks". The 
word Tajik was used by medieval Turks to refer to Iranian-speaking 
peoples.
6
 From the 11
th
 century, the term referred to East 
Iranian people, but by the 15
th
 century came to be applied to Persian 
speakers. In medieval Persian literature, Tajik appears as a synonym 
of "Persian".
7
 The origin of the word Tajik has been traced in 
twentieth-century political disputes about whether Turkic or Iranian 
peoples were the original inhabitants of Central Asia.
8
 The scholars 
held that the word evolved from the name of a pre-Islamic (before the 
seventh century A.D.) Arab tribe.
9
 It was also called Neb for a short 
period of time, before being given the name Tajikistan.
10
 Since 4,000 
BC the territory of Tajikistan has been ruled by various empires.  
History tells us that Darius, the Achaemenid (550-331 BC) of 
Persia added the area of present day Tajikistan in his conquered 
                                                          
6
  Tajikistan Overview: A General Perspective; Lawrence Krader, Peoples of Central Asia, p. 
54. 
7
  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tajik_people#Tajik_in_medieval_literature 
8
  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tajik_people#cite_ref-21 
9
   http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?frd/cstdy:@field(DOCID+tj0013) 
10
  wikipedia.org 
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territories.
11
 Since the present political boundaries of Tajikistan 
emerged very late therefore for most part of its history it was part of 
southern Central Asia and as such its political history remains 
intermingled. From the last quarter of 4th century BC until the first 
quarter of the 2nd century BC, it was part of the Bactrian Empire, 
from whom it was passed on to Scythian Tukharas. During the reign 
of Alexender the Great part of Central Asia including areas of 
Tajikistan were added to his territories where he founded a city called 
Alexendria Eskate (or Alexendria the Furthers).
12
 Around 170 BC 
southern Central Asia came to be ruled by Greeco-Romans who in 
turn were defeated and succeeded by the Central Asian nomadic 
groups of Parthians and Sakas.
13
 Thereafter the rule of the Central 
Asia passed on to the Kushans who ruled this vast area including part 
of northern India for not less than four centuries
14
 and in the third 
                                                          
11
  Geographically, the northern part of Tajikistan was the ancient Persian province of Sogdiana; 
http://worldmap.org 
12
  Modern-day Khojand; Mission Atlas Project: Central Asia (Tajikistan); Lawrence Krader, 
Peoples of Central Asia, p. 75. 
13
  http://worldmap.org 
14
  H. S. Pirumshoev and A. H. Dani, ―The Pamirs, Badakhshan and the Trans-Pamir States‖, 
Chahryar Adle and Irfan Habib (Eds), History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. V, 
UNESCO, Paris, 2003, p. 228. 
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century AD part of southern Central Asia was taken over by the 
Sassanians (of Iranian dynasty).
15
 
In the 9
th
 century the Turkic nomads entered Central Asia who 
had been the slave soldiers in the Sassanid dynasty and grabbed power 
positions at the growing weakness of the Sassanids and finally were 
able to establish their own states.
16
 The first Turkic state in this region 
was the Gaznavide empire. Around 1130 two large groups entered 
Central Asia and undermined the Gaznavides. These groups were 
Qarakhanids in the east and the Seljuks in the western part of the 
Central Asia.
17
 The Seljuks subsequently grew powerful enough and 
ruled all Central Asia. Khwarizmi Turks invaded Central Asia 
between 1200-1205 but were defeated by Mongols in 1220. 
The Mongols  took partial control of Central Asia, and later on the 
land that today comprises Tajikistan became a part of the Emirate of 
                                                          
15
  Mission Atlas Project: Central Asia (Tajikistan); Sally Ann Baynard, ―Historical Setting‖, 
Afghanistan: A Country Study, Richard F. Nyrop and Donald M.  Seekins (Eds), Foreign Area 
Studies, The American University, Washington, D.C, January 1986, p. 6-8. 
16
  H. S. Pirumshoev and A. H. Dani, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. V, p. 9; 
Mission Atlas Project: Central Asia (Tajikistan).  
17
  Gavin Hambly (Ed) with Alexandre Bennigsen, David Bivar, Helene Carrere d’Encausse, 
Mahin Hajianpur, Alastair Lamb, Chantal Lemercier-Quelqquejay and Richard Pierce, 
Central Asia, Dell Publishing Co., Inc., New York, 1969, pp 72-75. 
 7 
 
Bukhara.
18
 Chingez Khan’s empire spread from China to the Caspian 
Sea. After his death in 1227 Central Asia went through a period of 
fragmentation which lasted until the 1380’s till the rise of Timor 
Lenk, or Tamerlane.
19
 Timor, who was of both Turkish and Mongol 
descent claimed to be a descendent of Chingez Khan started a series 
of military campaigns and by the late 14
th
 century he expanded his 
dynasty from India to Turkey.
20
 The Timurid Empire came to an end 
around the turn of the 16
th
 century. 
Early in the 16
th
 century, the Shaybani Uzbeks drove Babur, (a 
descent of both Timor and Chingez Khan) out of his father's kingdom 
in Fergana (present day Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan) and 
took over the control of whole of Central Asia.
21
 They were succeeded 
by the Janid dynasty. This was the period when dynasties were 
fighting with each other and the invasions from Iran had weakened the 
                                                          
18
  http://worldmap.org 
19
  Gavin Hambly et al, Central Asia, pp. 150-152. 
20
  Gavin Hambly et al, Central Asia, p. 152. 
21
  Gavin Hambly et al, Central Asia, p. 163. 
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Central Asia.
22
 At that time a group of Russians entered Central Asia 
as merchants.  
In the 19
th
 century, the Russian Empire started to spread 
into Central Asia. Between 1864 and 1885 it gradually took control of 
the entire territory of Central Asia,
23
 thus also called Russian 
Turkestan.
24
 Turkestan was divided by the Russians into five oblasts 
viz Transcaspiy Oblast (Askhabat), Samarkand Oblast (Samarkand), 
Semirechensk Oblast (Verny), Syrdarya Oblast (Tashkent) and 
Fergana Oblast (New Margelan (Skobelev).
25
  After the Russian 
Revolution of 1917, Turkestan Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic 
(Turkestan ASSR) prior to the creation of the Soviet Union was 
                                                          
22
  Mission Atlas Project: Central Asia (Tajikistan). 
23
  In this period they captured the towns of Turkestan, Aulie-Ata (later renamed Dzhambul and 
then Taraz), Chimkent (a south Kazakhstan region) and Tashkent, Bukhara, all the plains 
between Syr Darya and Amu Darya, Khanates of Khiva, Khanates of Khoqand, Merv (in 
Turkmenistan) and Akhal Teke oasis (now the city of Ashgabat); N. A. Abdurakhimova,  
Chahryar Adle (President), History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, UNESCO, Paris, 
2005, pp. 124-125; Ram Rahul, Central Asia: An Outline History, Concept Publishing 
Company, New Delhi, 1997, p. 127; Svat Soucek, A History of Inner Asia, Cambridge 
University Press, United Kingdom, 2000, p. 201. 
24
  Turkestan means Central Asia and its different parts; Yuri Bregel, ―An Historical Atlas of 
Central Asia‖, Handbook of Oriental Studies, Section eight Central Asia, Denis Sinor and 
Nicola Di Cosmo (Eds), Vol. IX,  Brill Academic Publishers, Netherlands, 2003, p. 2; 
Russian Turkestan was the western part of Turkestan within the Russian Empire(administered 
as a Krai or Governor-Generalship), comprising the oasis region to the south of 
the Kazakh steppes, but not the protectorates of the Emirate of Bukhara and the Khanate of 
Khiva; http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Turkestan 
25
  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Turkestan 
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created in Soviet Central Asia (excluding present-day Kazakhstan), 
which in 1924 was split into the Turkmen Soviet Socialist Republic 
(Turkmenistan) and Uzbek Soviet Socialist Republic (Uzbekistan).
26
 
The Tajik Soviet Socialist Republic (Tajikistan or Tajik SSR) was 
formed out of part of the Uzbek SSR in 1929.
27
 The reason for the 
creation of modern Tajikistan was part of the Soviet policy of giving 
the outward trappings of political representation to minority 
nationalities in Central Asia and reorganizing the communities and 
political entities.
28
 
Soviet Republics were governed by a hierarchy of Councils 
with the Supreme Council
29
 at the top. Generally these councils 
appointed different bodies or Executive Committees (based on the 
nature of assignment) to perform / execute their work. These councils 
also worked as local administrators. Each council was headed by 
                                                          
26
  Lawrence Krader, Peoples of Central Asia, pp. 109-111. 
27
  www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkestan. 
28
http://www.marines.mil/news/publications/Documents/Kazakstan,%20Kyrgystan,%20Tajikistan,
%20Turkmenistan,%20and%20Uzbekistan%20Study_4.pdf 
29
  These councils had the authority to alter the constitution, resolve trials, sentence people, 
change the government, confiscate property, reform language, appoint any official by simple 
majority, etc; en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_republic_(system_of_government) 
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a Presidium, (a collective head) and the chairman used to perform 
other ceremonial duties in the capacity of the Head of State.  
After the disintegration of USSR Tajikistan witnessed a Civil 
War between 1992 and 1997 in which as many as 50,000 people were 
displaced and caused a physical damage worth $5 billion.
30
 
With the transfer of power to the Central Asian natives there 
emerged innumerable problems in the entire region. Most important 
among them were the disputes between the new states over multiple 
issues.
31
 On Uzbek – Kyrgyz border alone, between 60 to 130 disputes 
were estimated.
32
 In the Ferghana Valley conflicts occurred between 
the citizens of Tajikistan, Kyrghyztan and Uzbekistan.
33
 
                                                          
30
  Mohammad Monir Alam, Russia and Tajikistan: Political and Security Relationship, Lancer 
Books, New Delhi, 2011, p. 96. 
31
  One of the major problems after independence was the issue regarding the division of water 
resources, which are vital for the production of hydroelectric energy and for agriculture. Main 
part of water resources of the region flow across the territories of Kyrghyztan and Tajikistan; 
Muzaffar Alimov, ―Central Asia After Collapse of the USSR and Islamic Radicalism‖, 
Dialogue (A quarterly journal of Astha Bharati),   Vol. VI,  No. II, October-December, 2004, 
available online at http://www.asthabharati.org/Dia_Oct04/Prof.%20Muzza.htm 
32
  S. Golunov, “Post Soviet borders of Central Asia in context of security and cooperation‖, 
Journal of Central Asia and Kaphkaz, No. V (XVII) 2001, p 166-179; Muzaffar Alimov, 
―Central Asia After Collapse of the USSR and Islamic Radicalism‖, Dialogue (A quarterly 
journal of Astha Bharati), Vol. VI,  No. II. 
33
  Ferghana Valley has been divided between the three countries viz Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan 
and Tajikistan; Muzaffar Alimov, Dialogue (A quarterly journal of Astha Bharati),  Vol. VI,  
No. II. 
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Soon after the independence (in May 1992) the Soviet system 
of governance (Supreme Soviet) in Tajikistan was replaced by the 
Majlis (assembly) with 80 members. Its head served as the head of the 
government until 1994 when elections for president were held.
34
 The 
entire set up of the governance is divided into three branches; 
executive, legislative and judiciary. The Executive branch comprise of 
President, Prime Minister (head of government), and a cabinet or 
Council of Ministers. The legislative branch has a bicameral Supreme 
Assembly consisting of two chambers; the Assembly of 
Representatives (lower chamber) with 63 seats elected members by 
popular vote for the term of five years and the National Assembly 
(upper chamber) with 33 seats elected indirectly (25 selected by local 
deputies and 8 appointed by the president for a term of five years). 
The judicial branch consists of the Supreme Court whose judges are 
appointed by the president.
35
 
                                                          
34
  Since independence elections for the government were held four times. Last elections were 
held in February, 2010; Eli Feiman, ―Party Competition in Tajikistan: A Bleak Present, But A 
Brighter Future?‖, available online at http://www.irex.org/system/files/Feiman.pdf 
35
  The judicial system, very much in the tradition of Soviet system, consists of courts at city, 
district, region and republic levels. The same hierarchy is repeated for the organisation of the 
military courts. 
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Before the advent of Muslims in Central Asia, a mixture of 
races lived and professed different religions including Zoroastrianism, 
Manichaeism, Buddhism, etc. But thereafter Arabs and Mongols also 
intermixed and Islam was mostly practiced as the dominant religion. 
The practice continued till Soviets abandoned all religions and made 
people to discredit their faiths. Among the Central Asian, in particular 
in south Central Asia, Tajiks and Uzbeks had largely contributed for 
the dissemination of Islamic knowledge, thought, jurisprudence, 
theology, etc. therefore in spite of  Soviet repercussions Islamic faith 
continued to remain, mostly in a subdued form, in the life and culture 
of Tajik people. Accordingly after the exit of Soviets Tajiks declared 
themselves Muslims by faith. 
Economy: On the eve of independence the Republic of Tajikistan was 
ranked among the least prosperous countries in the world as it had 
relatively higher levels of poverty, lower levels of education, and 
poorer quality infrastructure than other Central Asian states.
36
 The 
                                                          
36
  Abdolreza Abassian, Tajikistan: Market Profile for Emergency Food Security Assessments, p. 
13; Malcolm Dowling and Ganeshan Wignaraja, Central Asia after Fifteen Years of 
Transition: Growth, Regional Cooperation, and Policy Choices, Working Paper Series on 
Regional Economic Integration No. III, Asian Development bank, July 2006, p. 6. 
 13 
 
unemployment in Tajikistan (during second decade of 21
st
 century) 
still stood around 45% despite a gradual growth in the economy since 
the end of Civil War (1997).
37
  
About 94% of Tajikistan is a land of mountains and steppes, 
only 5% of the land is arable, with proper irrigation mechanism. The 
present cultivated area in Tajikistan is estimated at around 900,000 
hectares, of which some 590,000 hectares, or 67%, is irrigated.
38
 In 
spite of limited land available for agriculture it plays a fundamental 
role in the economy. Tajikistan has an agriculture (mechanized 
agriculture) based economy with huge stretches of land devoted to 
cotton monoculture.
39
 More than two-thirds of total population is 
dependent on agriculture for their livelihood.
40
 Agricultural products 
                                                          
37
  Although official estimates put the figure at well below 10% (with official registered 
unemployment rate shown as stable at around 2.2%); Abdolreza Abassian, Tajikistan: Market 
Profile for Emergency Food Security Assessments, p. 13; Since the end of the war, newly 
established political stability and foreign aid have allowed the country's economy to grow. 
Trade in commodities such as cotton, aluminium and uranium has contributed greatly to this 
steady improvement; wikipedia.org 
38
  Abdolreza Abassian, Tajikistan: Market Profile for Emergency Food Security Assessments, p. 
16. 
39
  Iraj Bashiri, Tajikistan: An Overview, (1999) 2003, available online at www.angelfire.com, 
accessed 12 April 2010. 
40
  It employs about 1.3 million people (67%) of the working population; Abdolreza Abassian, 
Tajikistan: Market Profile for Emergency Food Security Assessments, p. 15. 
 14 
 
include fruits, vegetables, grain,
41
 cotton, and livestock.
42
 Cotton 
contributes nearly 90% of total agricultural export earnings as the 
cotton production has increased progressively in recent years.
43
 It 
accounts for almost 32% of the planted area, grown mostly on 
irrigated lands, while some 50% of the arable land is used for food 
crops, mainly wheat, maize, vegetables and fruits.
44
 On account of 
shortage of chemical fertilizers and manpower, cotton, is not grown to 
capacity.
45
 Wheat is the main food crop which is grown mainly in the 
northern and southern plains of the country; about one-third of it is 
irrigated.
46
 
                                                          
41
   However, poor quality seeds deteriorating machinery, inadequate access to credits and other 
inputs, as well as the fact that prime irrigated lands are devoted mostly for growing cotton, 
have kept wheat yields at low levels and limited the growth in wheat production; Abdolreza 
Abassian, Tajikistan: Market Profile for Emergency Food Security Assessments, p. 16. 
42
  The livestock sector, comprising of mostly dairy cattle, yaks and Karakul sheep, is considered 
very important source of livelihood for the majority of the rural poor. Yet during the initial 
years of the 21
st
 century the productivity of livestock remains low because of feeding 
problems or inadequate access to fodder; Abdolreza Abassian, Tajikistan: Market Profile for 
Emergency Food Security Assessments, pp. 16-18. 
43
  Abdolreza Abassian, Tajikistan: Market Profile for Emergency Food Security Assessments, p. 
16. 
44
  It is mostly grown in three irrigated valleys of Vakhsh, Kofarnihon, and Zeravshan; Abdolreza 
Abassian, Tajikistan: Market Profile for Emergency Food Security Assessments, p. 15 
45
  Iraj Bashiri, Tajikistan: An Overview. 
46
  Khatlon is the leading producing area, accounting for almost half of the country’s irrigated 
production and almost two-thirds of its rain-fed production; Abdolreza Abassian, Tajikistan: 
Market Profile for Emergency Food Security Assessments, p. 16. 
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Tajikistan is not heavily industrialized country but has a large 
aluminum plant,
47
 it has many hydropower plants, and small light 
industry or food processing factories.
48
 Mineral resources are limited, 
but include silver, gold, uranium, oil, coal, and tungsten.
49
 Lack of 
technology, finances, and good infrastructure hinders their 
production.
50
 Other industries include aluminum, zinc, lead, 
chemicals, fertilizers, cement, vegetable oil, metal cutting machine 
tools, refrigerators and freezers.
51
 Tajikistan’s main exports are 
aluminum, electricity, cotton, fruits, vegetable oil, and textiles
52
 and 
its major imports are petroleum products, aluminum oxide, foodstuffs, 
machinery, and equipment.
53
  
                                                          
47
  This plant was built during Soviet period. It (Tursonzoda smelter) is one of the world's largest 
aluminum smelters, near Dushanbe with a capacity to produce 500,000 metric tons of 
aluminum annually; http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com 
48
  http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/Asia-and-Oceania/Tajikistan-INDUSTRY.html#b 
49
  http://www.tigers.ca/Tigerworld/tigercountries/countries/Tajikistan/Tajikistan.htm 
50
  Mission Atlas Project: Central Asia (Tajikistan). 
51
  http://worldmap.org/maps/other/profiles/tajikistan/TI.pdf 
52
   Abdolreza Abassian, Tajikistan: Market Profile for Emergency Food Security Assessments, p. 
10; Most orchards and vineyards are located in the northern valleys, where apricots, pears, 
plums, apples, cherries, pomegranates, figs, and nuts are grown. Nearly 90% of domestic 
production is available for exports but most of the fresh produce is to be sold in a short time 
and often at low prices because of a lack of proper storage and cooling facilities; Abdolreza 
Abassian, Tajikistan: Market Profile for Emergency Food Security Assessments, pp. 10-20. 
http://worldmap.org/maps/other/profiles/tajikistan/TI.pdf 
53
   Access to foreign markets, for imports as well as for exports, is mainly through neighboring 
Uzbekistan. Therefore most of the imports are of Kazakh, some from Uzbekistan and a small 
amount from Kyrgyzstan; Abdolreza Abassian, Tajikistan: Market Profile for Emergency 
Food Security Assessments, p. 19. 
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The GDP of the Central Asian countries in 2007 stood at 
Kazakhstan (103.84 $ billion), Kyrgyzstan (3.5 $ billion), Tajikistan 
(3.71 $ billion), Turkmenistan (12.93 $ billion), Uzbekistan (22.31 $ 
billion).
54
 
Unlike most of the former Soviet Union countries, Tajikistan 
neither recognize private ownership as a permissible form of tenure 
nor the customary rights associated with private ownership.
55
 All land 
under the constitution of the country is owned by the state.
56
 
Tajikistan's economic situation remains very critical due to 
uneven implementation of structural reforms, corruption, etc. which 
among other things results in the emergence of unemployment 
opportunities in Tajikistan;
57
 as many as a million Tajik citizens work 
                                                          
54
  Sushil Gupta (Main author), Central Asia and Caucasus: Disaster Risk Management Initiative 
(CAC DRMI), Risk Assessment for Central Asia and Caucasus Desk Study Review, UNISDR 
and the World Bank, U.S. (No Date), pp. 37, 41, 45, 49, 52, available online at 
http://www.unisdr.org/files/11641_CentralAsiaCaucasusDRManagementInit.pdf, accessed 07 
September 2012. 
55
  Jennifer Duncan, Agricultural Land Reform and Farm Reorganisation in Tajikistan, Rural 
Development Institute, Washington, USA, 2000, p. 15. 
56
   Private ownership of land in Tajikistan, according to Article 13 of the constitution, is not 
permitted; Jennifer Duncan, Agricultural Land Reform and Farm Reorganisation in 
Tajikistan, p. 15; Zvi Lerman  and David Sedik, The Economic Effects of Land Reform in 
Tajikistan, Report prepared for the European Commission under the EC/FAO Food Security 
Programme—Phase II Food Security Information for Action, (No Date), p. 24, available 
online at ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/aj285e/aj285e00.pdf, accessed 04 April 2012. 
57
  ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId... 
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abroad,
58
 almost all of them in Russia to  support their families in 
Tajikistan through remittances.
59
 Even though most of the people 
depend on agricultural activities there are people who work in service 
areas. It include civil services, mining, manufacturing, foreign 
economic relations, trade and commerce, transportation and 
telecommunications, tourism, etc.
60
 
After independence Tajikistan’s social structure reflected some 
of the changes of the Soviet period like urbanisation, nearly universal 
adult literacy, heterogeneous population, etc.
61
 At present Tajikistan 
has a population of 7 million containing 79.9% Tajik, 15.3% Uzbek, 
1.1% Russian, 1.1% Kyrgyz, 2.6% other.
62
 
Methodology and Review of Source Material 
For the present study we have consulted both primary sources as well 
as secondary ones. Since the purpose of the study is to measure the 
                                                          
58
  Migrant Remittances to Tajikistan: The Potential for Savings, Economic Investment and 
Existing Financial Products to Attract Remittances, International Labour Organisation, 
Geneva, 2010, p. 1. 
59
  Migrant Remittances to Tajikistan: The Potential for Savings, Economic Investment and 
Existing Financial Products to Attract Remittances, International Labour Organisation, 
Geneva, 2010, p. 13. 
60
  Iraj Bashiri, Tajikistan: An Overview. 
61
  Geraint Johnes, A Tajik Story: The Labour Market Following War and Transition, Centre for 
Research in the Economics of Education, Lancaster University, Management School, 
Lancaster, United Kingdom, January 2001, p. 11. 
62
  http://www.finca.org/site/pp.aspx?c=6fIGIXMFJnJ0H&b=6088577&printmode=1 
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present status of Russians living in Tajikistan therefore for that part of 
work we have drawn the picture on empirical studies. In the 
independent Tajikistan some empirical studies were carried out to 
focus on different aspects of present history therefore these have been 
used to build the frame work of our last chapter. Accordingly 
interpretative methodology has been used. For the rest of the work 
both primary and secondary works have been used. As such historical-
analytical frame work has been employed to build the skeleton of the 
work. Since we are dealing with the very recent history therefore 
earlier accounts were not required, nevertheless for the history of 
Soviets all those accounts dealing with them have been used, of 
course only those available in English as we are handicapped not to 
use the sources in Russian.  
The aim has been to revisit Tajikistan in order to work on 
objectives calling to understand; 
1 To study the historical dynamics of Russian ethnic minority 
in Tajikistan. 
2 To explore the unity in diversity. 
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3 To find the overall role of Tajik-Russians in the 
development of the republic. 
4 To find the present status of Russians in Tajikistan 
In any case right methodology allows to reach realistic 
conclusions therefore our attempt has been to reach objective 
conclusions and therefore we have also applied inter-disciplinary 
approach. The aim has been to reach logical conclusions and answer 
the research questions we have set for the present work: 
1. What was the pattern of migration and settlement of 
Russians in Tajikistan? 
2. What was their socio-economic position during the Tsarist 
and Soviet times? 
3. How did independence of Tajikistan impacted the life and 
the socio-economic condition of ethnic Russian minority and 
with what consequences? 
The sequel has been sincere work wherein we have consulted 
lot of literature dealing with Central Asia and Tajikistan. A review of 
important references given hereunder shows our handicappness not to 
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have been able to get material enough required for the work. 
Accordingly we have also borrowed from web sources. 
Country Study: Tajikistan, published by the International Bank for 
the Reconstruction and Development, the World Bank Washington 
D.C, USA, of different years are unparallel in studying the economic 
conditions of Tajikistan. Every minute aspect in this regard is 
mentioned and tabulated meticulously. Human resource involved in 
this development is also mentioned, but their nationality or ethnicity is 
not mentioned, which makes it difficult to acknowledge the role of a 
particular ethnic group in the economic development of the region. 
Although it has categorized the society of the republic in rural and 
urban, number of families and their income but has not mentioned the 
information regarding their religion, ethnicity, nationality, etc. 
Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, 
Anamika Pub & Distributors, New Delhi, 2003, pages, 266: This book 
gives a detailed account of different Slavic and non-Slavic minorities 
living in the Central Asian states and at the same time gives their 
classification on grounds of ethnicity, language and culture. It has 
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traced the origin and development of heterogeneity of nationality in 
Central Asia during and after the Soviet period. The disintegration of 
Soviet Union and its subsequent impact on their number and living 
conditions in pre and post 1991 era is also mentioned. On the basis of 
statistics of migration into the Central Asia in the Soviet period and 
out-migration from the Central Asia to other countries especially 
Russia is also reflected along with the reasons of out-migration of 
Russian and other Russian speaking population from Central Asia. In 
addition we are also being told about the inter-ethnic relations 
between and among different nationalities living in different states of 
Central Asia. Since the book is about minorities, it does not give us 
any details about the problems of ethnic minorities living in Central 
Asia or Tajikistan or their role in the overall development of the 
region in the period after 1991.  
Mohammad Monir Alam, Russia and Tajikistan: Political and 
Security Relationship, Lancer Books, New Delhi, 2011, pages, 261: 
This book gives a descriptive historical account of Tajikistan. 
Although the book has mentioned pre-Soviet period also but it has 
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focussed on the Soviet period thoroughly. The book has given a 
detailed historical background of the inter-ethnic relation in Tajikistan 
during Soviet period. Apart from giving details of industries that 
developed in the republic during Soviet period, it mentions the output 
produced by the industries and then gives a comparison between the 
industries of different republics in the Central Asia. In addition to that 
it has mentioned in detail the Civil War in Tajikistan and its impact on 
the Russian and other Russian speaking people living in the country. 
The book also throws light on Russia’s concern of the ethnic Russians 
in the CIS countries and its impact on the relations between the two. 
Although the types of jobs (both in public and private sector) and kind 
of industries are well described in the book but the exact statistics of 
Russians in various industries of the republic has not been mentioned 
separately.  
Sebastien Perose, ―The Russian Minority in Central Asia: Migration, 
Politics and Language‖, Occasional Papers, Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars, Washington, D.C., 2008, pages, 28: 
The author in this paper has dealt with the Russian minority in post-
 23 
 
Soviet Central Asia. However for comparative study he has also 
provided the data of the Soviet period also. He starts with the 
disintegration of Soviet Union and its impact on the Russian ethnic 
minorities living in Central Asia. He has shown, how Russia turned 
into a receiver from a donner of Russian migrants that has resulted in 
a considerable change in the demography of the states of Central Asia 
from the beginning of the Soviet rule. The author has also mentioned 
the role of both donner and the receiver countries in the flow of 
migration. The introduction of native languages as state / official 
languages (and the demolition of Russian language to a mere 
instrument of inter-ethnic communication) and the subsequent 
ethnicisation of public services and business are discussed in detail by 
the author. 
T. N. Bozrikova, ―Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan‖, a 
Sub-regional Seminar on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and 
Development in Central Asia, Panorame Foundation, Bishkek, 
October 2004, pages, 47: This work is based on empirical studies 
(carried out in 2003) of the ethnic minorities living in Tajikistan. The 
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author has discussed various problems faced by the national ethnic 
minorities of the country after the disintegration of the Soviet Union. 
The author provides a list of ethnic minorities of the country and at 
the same time has discussed some important Slav minorities of the 
country in detail. Most important of all in this paper is the treatment 
given to certain aspect like change in demography after 1991, public 
opinion about the inter-ethnic relations in the country, etc. It contains 
a set of suggestion in its conclusion for the harmonisation of the inter-
ethnic relations between different nationalities in the country. 
Valerii Aleksandrovich Tishkov, Ethnicity, Nationalism and 
Conflict in and After the Soviet Union: The Mind Aflame, Sage 
Publications, Inc., Oslo, 1997, pages, 333: This book gives a complete 
genesis of the ethnic back ground of the former Soviet countries. 
Similarly the course of interaction between different cultures and 
languages during Soviet and post-Soviet period and their impact on 
each other in Central Asia is described in detail. The consequent 
violent clashes between different ethnic groups of the region and other 
related issues are also mentioned. The book has described the 
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magnitude and the reasons of the Russian out-migration from the 
Central Asian states. It as such provides a detailed account of present 
state of affairs in Central Asia thus is an important source for 
contemporary history of Central Asia. 
Gavin Hambly (Eds.) with Alexandre Bennigsen, David Bivar, 
Helene Carrere d’Encausse, Mahin Hajianpur, Alastair Lamb, Chantal 
Lemercier-Quelqquejay and Richard Pierce, Central Asia, Dell 
Publishing Co., Inc., New York, 1969, pages, 388: This book is 
divided into 20 chapters; 10 by the editor, Gavin Hambly, 4 by David 
Bivar and one each by Helene Carrere d’Encausse, Mahin Hajianpur, 
Alastair Lamb, Chantal Lemercier-Quelqquejay and Richard Pierce. 
On the whole the book gives history of Central Asia from that of 
Sythians down to Soviets as also gives valuable information regarding 
the religions of Central Asian region. The conquest of the region by 
the Russians and their subsequent expansion in Central Asia and then 
the Soviet takeover of the government is elaborately described. Along 
with it has also described the impact because of the policies of 
government on different sectors of economy and thus on society. 
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Since most of material relates to the Soviet period, the book therefore 
presents a vivid picture of the period and thus an important source 
how the Sovietisation worked in the region. 
Elizabeth E. Bacon, Central Asians under Russia Rule: A Study in 
Culture Change, Cornell University Press, Ithaca and London, 1966, 
pages, 273: This book is again a source of primary nature as it 
describes the recent history of Central Asia from the middle of the 19
th
 
century (when the region was about to be conquered by the Russians) 
up to the middle of the Soviet rule (1965). Bacon gives a detailed 
account of pastoral nomads (Kazakhs, Kyrgyz, Kara-kalpaks and 
Turkomans) and settled oasis peoples (Sarts or Tajiks and Uzbeks) to 
build the history of recent past she also speaks how Russians 
influenced Central Asian languages and cultures (up to 1965). 
Lawrence Krader, Peoples of Central Asia, Indiana University, 
Bloomington, Indiana, 1963, pages, 321: Krader gives an overview of 
Central Asian society living in the region up to 1960. It covers a wide 
range of subject matter pertaining to Soviet Central Asia like ecology, 
economy, language, formation of peoples, history, religion, family, 
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society, demography and cities. The impact of the Russian conquest 
and of Sovietisation has been also given a good space. Lawrence 
Krader provides comparative statistical data in respect of population, 
ethnic composition, education, industrial and agricultural output, etc. 
and thus a primary source for Soviet period (up to 1960). Apart from 
describing all these things the book gives very much valuable 
information in the form of tables, for different years for comparative 
analysis.  
W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, Lawrence and 
Wishart Ltd., London, 1951, pages, 288: The first part of the book 
gives a brief review of the history of Central Asia from about 1000 
B.C. to 1936, the year when the Soviet Constitution was adopted and 
the political structure of Soviet Central Asia took its final shape. The 
second part of the book gives a description of developments that took 
place during the Soviet rule in each of the five Central Asian republics 
separately and elaborately. The work primarily deals with the history 
of Soviets and as such is a primary source for the early history of the 
Soviets. 
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Important Websites: 
 www.jstor.org (Economy, History, Polity, Demography, etc) 
 www.mongabay.com (Economy, History, Polity, 
Demography, etc.) 
 www.wikipedia.org (Economy, History, Polity, 
Demography, etc.) 
 www.britannica.com (Economy, History, Polity, 
Demography, etc.) 
 www.gcim.org (migration related issues) 
 www.cawater-info.net/bk/iwrm/pdf/044_e.pdf (Economy) 
 www.loyno.edu/~history/journal/1994-5/Lilly.htm 
(Economy, History) 
 www.allrussias.com/essays/2011/Charlotte_Harper.pdf 
(Land Reforms) 
 www.ide.go.jp/English/Publish/Download/Mes/pdf/51_04.p
df  (Russian Language) 
 http://countrystudies.us/tajikistan/28.htm (Contemporary 
Government, Economy, Ethnic Composition) 
 www.psa.ac.uk/cps/1998/ohara.pdf. (Water Conflicts) 
 www.iranicaonline.org (Economy, History, Polity) 
 http://worldmap.org (Maps and Tables) 
 http://www.christianmonitor.org (Religion) 
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Chapter II 
RUSSIAN SETTLEMENTS IN CENTRAL ASIA AND THEIR 
ROLE IN SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
REGION 
A) Russian Settlements  
Russian history of acquiring new territories dates back to the mid 16
th
 
century when Ivan the Terrible
1
 (1530-1584) started the process with 
his destruction of the Khanates of Kazan (modern Republic of 
Tatarstan, Russia) in 1552, Astrakhan in 1556,
2
 and Catharine the 
Greate‘s annexation of the Khanates of Crimea in 1783.3  However 
her advance towards Central Asia started in the 18
th
 century.
4
 In the 
first phase (1730-1848) Russians acquired the greater part of 
Kazakhstan (except its Semireche and Syr Darya) and in second phase 
(1864-1884) the territories of present day Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan were annexed.
5
  
                                                          
1
  He was a Tsar; www.nndb.com/people/933/000092657/ 
2
  Ram Rahul, Central Asia: An Outline History, Concept Publishing Company, New Delhi, 
1997, p. 124. 
3
  Svat Soucek, A History of Inner Asia, Cambridge University Press, United Kingdom, 2000, p. 
200. 
4
    W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, Lawrence and Wishart Ltd., London, 1951, 
p. 43. 
5
   Svat Soucek, A History of Inner Asia, p. 195.  
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Conquests 
Modern Kazakhstan at the end of the 18
th
 century was mainly divided 
among three kingdoms (Hordes). In 1731 Little Horde and in 1735 the 
Middle Horde were the first Kazakh lands to be included in the 
Russian empire.
6
 However, during the period of Catherine the Great 
(r.1762-96) a firm control was established over northwestern, 
northern, and northeastern fringes of Kazakhstan by the creeping 
colonisation of Russian peasants and implantation of military posts in 
the Kazakh territory, such as Akmolinsk (present day Astana) and 
Turgai.
7
 And in 1847 Greater Horde was also annexed and added to 
the Russian empire.
8
 After the conquest of the Kazakh Hordes what 
remained was the southern fringe of Kazakh territory.
9
 By 1835 
Russians had wrested Akmeshit (a west Kazakhstan region) from 
Khoqandis;
10
 a year later they founded Vernyi (now Almaty) and 
pushed on to Bishkek (the present day capital of Kyrgyzstan), the then 
                                                          
6
  N. A. Abdurakhimova, ―Tsarist Russia and Central Asia‖, Chahryar Adle (President), History 
of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, UNESCO, Paris, 2005, p. 122. 
7
  Svat Soucek, A History of Inner Asia, p. 196. 
8
  N. A. Abdurakhimova, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 122. 
9
  Svat Soucek, A History of Inner Asia, p. 198. 
10
  The Khanate of Khokand was a state in Central Asia that existed from 1709–1883 within the 
territory of modern eastern Uzbekistan, southern Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan; 
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. 
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Khoqandi frontier post.
11
 In the early 1865, all the conquered 
territories were organized as the oblast of Turkestan.
12
 
By the end of 1860s Tsars had captured the towns of Turkestan, 
Aulie-Ata (later renamed Dzhambul and then Taraz), Chimkent (a 
south Kazakhstan region) and Tashkent (1865),
13
 Bukhara in 1868, 
and by 1869, all the plains between Syr Darya and Amu Darya,
14
 
Khanates of Khiva in 1873, Khanates of Khoqand in 1876, and the 
conquest of the overall region was completed with the fall of Merv (in 
Turkmenistan) in 1884
15
 and that of the Akhal Teke oasis (now the 
city of Ashgabat) in 1885.
16
 And by 1895 they penetrated into the 
Pamirs. In 1890‘s, they moved to south from their province of 
Fergana through Pamirs up to Kashmir border.
17
 But the Pamir 
Boundary Commission of 1895 and the Anglo-Russian Convention of 
1907 put Afghanistan as its southern boundary and Sinkiang province 
                                                          
11
  Svat Soucek, A History of Inner Asia, p. 198. 
12
  Gavin Hambly with Alexendre Bennigsen, David Bivar, Helene Carrere d‘Encausse, Mahin 
Hajianpur, Alastair Lamb, Chantal Lemercier-Quelquejay and Richard Pierce, Central Asia,  
Dell Publishing Co., Inc., New York, 1969, p. 210. 
13
  N. A. Abdurakhimova,  History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 124. 
14
  Ram Rahul, Central Asia: An Outline History, p. 127. 
15
  Svat Soucek, A History of Inner Asia, p. 201. 
16
  N. A. Abdurakhimova, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 125. 
17
  Svat Soucek, A History of Inner Asia, p. 199. 
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of China as its eastern boundary.
18
 And the Communist government, 
on the eve of  the Russian Revolution of 1917, inherited all the lands 
the Tsars were ruling which were subsequently united in the Soviet 
Union after the constitutional provisions of 1918-20.
19
 
Migrations 
The first Russian populations that came to Central Asia in the 18th 
century were many Russian soldiers, civil servants and Cossacks
20
 
who arrived there to serve the government.
21
 These Russians did not 
consider living there permanently, and simply regarded their stay as a 
prolonged part of their career (for, in order to obtain certain ranks in 
the military and civil administration of Russia and to get on in one‘s 
career, it was necessary to serve in remote military provinces 
[Turkestan and the Caucasus]).
22
 It was followed by peasants,
23
 along 
                                                          
18
  Svat Soucek, A History of Inner Asia, p. 199. 
19
  Martin McKee Judith Healy and Jane Falkingham, ―Health Care Systems in Central Asian 
Republics: An Introduction‖, Martin McKee Judith Healy and Jane Falkingham (Eds), Health 
Care in Central Asia, Open University Press, Buckingham, Philadelphia, 2002, p. 15. 
20
  Those who left South-East Russia to save themselves from the brutality of land lords of 
Russia were termed 'Cossack'. They used to work as a defence force for Russian Government 
to save the South-East part of the empire; Sebastien Peyrouse, ―The Russian Minority in 
Central Asia: Migration, Politics and Language‖, Occasional Papers, Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars, Washington, D.C., 2008, p. 2. 
21
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 2. 
22
  Svetlana Gorshenina, The Private Collections of Russian Turkestan in the Second Half of the 
19
th
 and Early 20th Century, Klaus Schwarz Verlag, Berlin, 2004, pp. 73-74. 
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with persecuted religious communities, such as, Protestants and the 
Old Believers.
24
 Main reasons for this peasant migration from Russia 
were the abolition of serfdom in 1861
25
, the great famine of 1891–
1892
26
, the launch of the agrarian policies of Prime Minister Pyotr 
Stolypin in 1906,
27
 and the like. They occupied lands in the basin of 
the Ural River, the regions of the Altai Mountains, and the banks of 
the Ishim, Tobol, and Upper Irtysh rivers falling in the present day 
Kazakhstan.
28
  
There were a few villages of Cossacks in Semirechie and 
Verney
29
 and by 1867, 12,000 of them settled in the foothills of the 
                                                                                                                                                              
23
   www.ide.go.jp/English/Publish/Download/Mes/pdf/51_04.pdf 
24
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 2. 
25
  Serfdom was abolished in 1861, but its abolition was achieved on terms unfavorable to the 
peasants and served to increase revolutionary pressures; http://en.wikipedia.org   
26
  The Russian famine of 1891-92 affected an area of around 900,000 square miles in the Volga 
and central agricultural areas. Ironically, these were once the most fertile and productive parts 
of Russia. This area included the provinces of Nizhni-Novgorod, Riazan, Tula, Kazan, 
Simbirsk, Saratov, Penza, Samara and Tambov. It affected between fourteen to twenty million 
people, of which 375,000 to 400,000 died, mostly of disease. Due to malnutrition caused by 
the famine, people were more susceptible to infection; www.loyno.edu/~history/journal/1994-
5/Lilly.htm 
27
  Stolypin's Land Reform policy was introduced on the 9th November 1906. The aim of the 
policy was to convert village communes into individual private properties. But this policy 
remained inconsistent and unfinished; 
http://www.allrussias.com/essays/2011/Charlotte_Harper.pdf 
28
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 2. 
29
   Daniel R. Brower, Turkestan and the fate of the Russian Empire, Rutledge Curzon, London, 
2003, p. 128. 
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Semireiche oblast.
30
 Russian peasants by the end of 1870s were a few 
thousands settled in Kazakhstan who were doing dry farming.
31
 By the 
end of this century their population would have grown as they were 
found in the pasture lands of Kazakh and Kyrgyz nomads.
32
 In 
addition to them there were also other Slavs in the area who had 
occupied the steppe lands of Kazakhstan. In the beginning of the 20
th
 
century they had grown from few thousands to hundreds of 
thousands.
33
 For example in 1907 there were more than 50,000 
Russians in the Semireiche
34
 which swelled to 204,000 by 1911.
35
 In 
the same year in four oblasts of the present day Kazakhstan {Uralsk, 
Turgai, Akmolinsk (modern Astana) and Semipalatinsk (modern 
Semey)}, there were 1,544,000 Russian constituting 40% of the total 
population.
36
 Vernyi (modern Almaty) had 26,000 Russians out of its 
                                                          
30
  Gavin Hambly et al, Central Asia,  p. 218. 
31
   Daniel R. Brower, Turkestan and the fate of the Russian Empire, p. 128. 
32
  Shirin Akiner, ―History and Politics in Central Asia‖, Health care in Central Asia, Martin 
McKee, Judith Healy and Jane Falkingham (Eds), Open University Press, Buckingham, 
Philadelphia, 2002, p. 14. 
33
  In 1910, Cossacks were farming 1.6 million acres in Semirechie. 
34
   Daniel R. Brower, Turkestan and the fate of the Russian Empire, p. 140. 
35
  Gavin Hambly et al, Central Asia, p. 219.  
36
  Gavin Hambly et al, Central Asia,  p. 219.  
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total population of 36,000 in 1911.
37
 By 1914 almost half of the total 
population of these regions was Russian.
38
  
After the 1917 Revolution and the subsequent formation of 
Soviet Union the migration pattern, even though continued, changed 
to the extent of coming of professionals in Central Asia. This was 
primarily because Soviet Union followed socialism and new economic 
policies thereof encouraged migrations of all peoples from their 
homeland to their place of working. The influx of Russians assumed 
an organized character during these years after the beginning of 
industrialisation in Central Asia as an influx of immigrant Russians 
grew rapidly
39
 which is what has been reflected in the following table 
(Table I).    
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                          
37
  Ian Murray Matley, ―The Population and the Land‖, Edward Allworth (Ed), Central Asia: A 
Century of Russian Rule, Columbia University Press, New York, 1967. p. 105. 
38
   Ian Murray Matley, Central Asians Under Soviet Rule: A Study in Culture Change, p. 94. 
39
  Stefani Hoffman, ―Russia‘s Diasporas: The Case of the Russian-speaking Community in 
Israel‖, Working Paper Series on Russia and the Former Soviet States, Liechtenstein Institute 
on Self-Determination at Princeton University, United States, August 2003. 
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Table: I 
Populations in Kazakhstan (1926–89) 
 1926 1959 1989 
Total no. % Total no. % Total no. % 
All 
population 
6229.9 100.0 9294.7 100.0 16464.5 100.0 
Kazakhs 3627.6 58.2 2787.3 30.0 6534.6 39.7 
Russians 1274.0 20.5 3972.0 42.7 6227.5 37.8 
Ukrainians 860.2 13.8 761.4 8.2 957.5 5.8 
Germans 58.7 0.9 659.7 7.1 957.5 5.8 
Others 408.5 6.6 1114.3 12.0 1848.7 11.2 
Source: K. Nurpeis, ―Kazakhstan‖, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 254. 
 What is understood from the above table has been that by the 
year 1959 the Russian and other migrants had outnumbered the 
natives in Kazakhstan; and majority was of the Russians
40
 (almost 
40% of the total population).
41
 In 1959 census, Kazakhstan was home 
to 4,014,000 Russians and 762,000 Ukrainians, who together made up 
51% of its total population.
42
  In the northern Kazakhstan the Russians 
were mainly peasants, while as in other parts in Central Asia they 
settled down mainly in urban and industrial centers.
43
  
                                                          
40
   During 1950s and 1960s some Russian settlers came in connection with some economic 
projects like the ‗Virgin Land Campaign‘ (particularly in Kazakhstan), or natural disasters 
like the reconstruction of Tashkent after the earthquake of 1966. 
41
  K. Nurpeis, ―Kazakhstan‖, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, Chahryar Adle 
(President), UNESCO, Paris, 2005, p. 254. 
42
  Ian Murray Matley, Central Asia: A Century of Russian Rule, p. 108. 
43
   Elizabeth E. Bacon, Central Asians Under Soviet Rule: A Study in Culture Change, Cornell 
University Press, Ithaca and London, 1966, p. 26. 
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Samarqand contained 11,650 Russians out of its total 
population of 80,700 in 1908
44
, which rose to 23,000 by 1910; 
Fergana (developed as an industrial centre by the Russians) contained 
11,000 Russians (70% of the total population) in 1911; Syr Darya had 
a big lot of 101,289 Russian settlers in 1910
45
; in 1911 there were 
8,000 Russians in Frunze modern Bishkek (when its total population 
was 14,000).
46
   
  Kyrgyzstan, like other Central Asian republics, also saw 
increase of Russian migrants as in 1926 their number reached to 
180,000.
47
 Between 1926 and 1939 their number increased to 
366,000
48
 which further grew by 1950-60 as the Russians and 
                                                          
44
  In the Khanates of Bukhara and Khiva, the number of Russians was scarce; Elizabeth E. 
Bacon, Central Asians Under Soviet Rule: A Study in Culture Change, p.106. In 1897 
Bukhara had 28,200 Russian settlers, about 1% of the total population of 3,000,000; Lawrence 
Krader, Peoples of Central Asia, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, 1963, p.175. The 
number of Russians in Bukhara and Khiva had increased from 12,000 in 1897 to 50,000 in 
1917. These Russian settlers in Bukhara and Khiva were only military personnel; Lawrence 
Krader, Peoples of Central Asia,  p. 179. 
45
  Ian Murray Matley, Central Asia: A Century of Russian Rule, p.105. The aggregate Russian 
population of the regions of Syr Darya, Fergana, Samarkand and Transcaspia in 1910 was 
202,290 out of its total population of 5,291,152; Elizabeth E. Bacon, Central Asians Under 
Soviet Rule: A Study in Culture Change, p. 106. 
46
  Ian Murray Matley, Central Asia: A Century of Russian Rule, p. 105. 
47
  Lawrence Krader, Peoples of Central Asia, p. 183. 
48
  Lawrence Krader, Peoples of Central Asia, p. 187. 
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Ukrainians togather made up one third of the country‘s population.49 
Following table (Table II) amply provides the population format 
represented by major ethnic groups from 1926 to 1989. 
Table: II 
%age Ethnic structure in the Kyrgyz SSR (1926–89) 
  1926 1939 1959 1979 1989 
Kyrgyz 66.7 51.7 40.5 47.9 52.4 
Uzbeks 11.1 10.3 10.5 12.1 12.9 
Russians 11.7 20.8 30.2 25.9 21.5 
Ukrainians – 9.4 6.6 3.1 2.5 
Source: A. Tabyshalieva, ―Kyrgyzstan‖, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 275. 
The modern Uzbekistan saw the migration of Slaves from 
1880s.
50
 Since Tashkent, under Tsars, was the seat of administration 
of Turkestan to attract a large section of Russians who in 1911 were 
202,000 (4%) in a population of 5,090,000
51
 and by 1926 their 
number reached to 269,000.
52
 In a short period of just five years, 
between 1933 to 1938, about 650,000 Russian migrants came to the 
                                                          
49
  A. Tabyshalieva, ―Kyrgyzstan‖, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, Chahryar 
Adle (President), UNESCO, Paris, 2005, p. 275. In the 1959 census Kyrgyzstan had 624,000 
Russians and 137,000 Ukrainians, that is 37% of its total population; Ian Murray Matley, 
Central Asia: A Century of Russian Rule, p. 109. 
50
  International League for Human Rights, On the Compliance of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
with The United Nations Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, 
68th Session of the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (UN CERD), 
New York, February 20 – March 10, 2006, P. 8. 
51
  Among these 4% (202,000), 177,374 represent the urban population leaving only 25,000 rural 
people in the entire region; Gavin Hambly et al, Central Asia, p. 219. 
52
  Lawrence Krader, Peoples of Central Asia, p. 183. 
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republic to settle down mostly in the towns.
53
  By 1959 there were 
some 1,101,000 Russians and together with 88,000 Ukrainians they 
comprised 51% of its population.
54
 In 1989, there were as many as 1.8 
million Russians in Uzbekistan.
55
 
The case of modern Tajikistan was not different in respect of 
receiving the Russian migrants. Since before Soviet formation there 
was overlapping in the geographical and political boundaries of 
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan therefore the exact figures of migrants is 
not strictly reliable. However by 1926 Russians settled there were 
hardly few; in fact just 5600 were living in towns.
56
 From hereafter 
they rose to 127,000 by 1939
57
 increasing almost about 25 times in a 
period of just 13 years. The trend continued thereafter as well, as is 
depicted in the following table (Table III).  
                                                          
53
   D. A. Alimova and A. A. Golovanov, ―Uzbekistan‖, Chahryar Adle (President), History of 
Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, UNESCO, Paris, 2005, p. 226. 
54
  Ian Murray Matley, Central Asia: A Century of Russian Rule, p. 109. 
55
  International League for Human Rights, On the Compliance of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
with The United Nations Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, 
68th Session of the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (UN CERD), 
New York, February 20 – March 10, 2006, P.8; Political Conditions in the Post-Soviet Era, 
Profile Series: Uzbekistan, Ins Resource Information Center, Washington, D.C., September 
1994, p. 7.  
56
  Aaron Erlich, Tajikistan: From Refugee Sender to Labor Exporter, Migration Policy Institute, 
July 2006, available online at 
http://www.migrationinformation.org/Profiles/display.cfm?ID=411 
57
  Lawrence Krader, Peoples of Central Asia, p. 187. 
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Table: III 
Demographic Development of Tajikistan during Soviet Rule 
Ethnic 
Group 
1926 1929 1939 1959 1979 1989 
No. 
in Th 
% No. 
in Th 
% No. in 
Th 
% No. in 
Th 
% No. in 
Th 
% No. in 
Th 
% 
Tajik 620.0 75 901.4 78.4 883.6 59.5 1,051.2 53.1 2,237.5 58.8 3,172.4 62.3 
Uzbek - - 206.3 17.9 353.6 23.8 454.4 23.0 873.2 22.9 1,197.8 23.5 
Russian 5.6 0.7 - - 153 10.3 262.6 13.3 395.1 10.4 388.5 7.6 
Ukrainian 26.9 1.4 35.8 0.9 41.4 0.8 
Kyrgyz - - 22.8 2.0 - - 25.6 1.3 48.4 1.3 63.8 1.3 
Kazakh 12.6 0.6 - - 11.4 0.2 
Turkmen - - 16.4 1.4 - - 7.1 0.4 14.0 0.4 20.5 0.4 
Tatar - - - - - - 56.9 2.9 79.5 2.1 72.2 1.4 
German - - - - - - 32.6 1.6 38.9 1.0 32.7 0.6 
Jew - - - - - - 12.4 0.6 14.7 0.4 14.8 0.3 
Korean - - - - - - - - - - 13.4 0.3 
other 406.4 24.3 - - 94.9 6 37.6 1.9 69.6 1.8 63.4 1.2 
Total 1,032 100 - - 1,485.1 100 1,979.9 100 3,806.2 100 5,092.6 100 
Source: U.S.S.R Census 1939,1959,1979,1989, Tereska Rakowska-Harmston 1971 and calculations 
made by Aaron Erlich in his ―Tajikistan: From Refugee Sender to Labor Exporter”, 
Migration Policy Institute, July 2006, accessed 04 September 2012. 
 
 The trend and pattern of Russian migration in any of the five 
Central Asian republics started to decline as the census of 1979 has 
shown. The disintegration of the USSR and the exit of Russians from 
these independent states further declined their numbers in Central 
Asia as the case of Tajikistan represents in the following table (Table 
IV). 
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Table: IV 
Population of ethnic Russians in Tajikistan from 1989 to 2000 
 
Nationality 
Total Population Percent Change 
Percent of Total 
Population 
1989 2000 1989-2000 1989 2000 
Russian 388,481 68,171 -82.5 7.6 1.1 
Source: Tajikistan Country Profile, Central Asia Executive Summary Series, Programme for 
Culture and Conflict Studies (CCS) Department of National Security Affairs Naval Postgraduate 
School No. 3, California, July 2009, P. 7. 
 
Sum Up: 
There seems to have begun a sizeable migration trend from Russia to 
Central Asia at the end of the 19
th
 century which continued in the 
beginning of the 20
th
 century before the October Revolution of 1917 
as by 1860s there were many of them (1.3% of the total number of 
inhabitants (78,980) in 1870)
58
 whose number gradually grew from 
around 400,000 in 1896 to 665,000 in 1908.
59
 The given table (Table 
V) shows this incremental growth of Russian migrants in Central Asia 
between 1897 and 1911.
60
 
 
 
 
 
                                                          
58
  Svetlana Gorshenina, The Private Collections of Russian Turkestan in the Second Half of the 
19
th
 and Early 20th Century, p. 17. 
59
  Gavin Hambly et al, Central Asia, p. 219. 
60
  Ian Murray Matley, Central Asia: A Century of Russian Rule, pp. 103-104. 
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Table: V 
Nationalities in Central Asia (excluding Bukhara and Khiva) 
 1897 Census 1911 Survey 
*Kazakhs
61
 3,787,000 4,692,000 
―Sarts‖ 1,458,000 1,847,000 
Uzbeks 535,000 592,000 
Tajiks 338,000 397,000 
Turkmens 249,000 290,000 
*Kirgiz 202,000 not shown 
Karakalpaks 112,000 134,000 
Tatars 60,000 87,000 
*Taranchis 30,000 83,000 
*Kashgaris 41,000 55,000 
*‖Turks 440,000 not shown 
Russians and Ukrainians 690,000 1,950,000 
Total  7,942,000 10,127,000 
Source: Based on figures given in Azaitskaia Rossiia (St. Petersburg, Pereselencheskoe 
Upravlienie Glavnago Upravlieniia Zemleustroistva I Zemledieliia, 1914), I, 79, and on census 
returns quoted in various publications. 
 
The incremental growth of Russian migrations before the 
October Revolution continued
62
 and with the formation of USSR the 
                                                          
61
  *in the 1897 census the Kazakhs were called ―Kirgiz‖ and the Kirgiz ―Kara-Kirgiz‖. 
However, the Kirgiz as such were not shown in 1911 survey and were presumably included in 
the number of Kazakhs. The ―Turks‖ seem to have been included among the Uzbeks in 1911 
survey. These ―Turks ―of whom more than half (261,000) were living in Fergana Oblast in 
1897, probably were the groups of nomadic peoples of Fergana valley and Tajikistan, who 
referred to themselves variously as, Turks, Kipchaks, or Qarluqs. Some Azerbaijanians, or the 
other Turkic-speaking people from outside the Central Asian region, also may have been 
included in their numbers. The Taranchis and Kashagris belonged to groups which are today 
included with the Uyghurs. In the 1926 census, however still listed separately. 
62
   In 1914 Central Asia had 84,500 Russians (31% of its total population); Ian Murray Matley, 
Central Asia: A Century of Russian Rule, p.102; The number of Russians rose from 1.5 
million in 1916; Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 2: to 2 million in 1917; Aaron 
Erlich, Tajikistan: From Refugee Sender to Labor Exporter. 
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Russian population continued to grow
63
 as between 1926 to 1939
64
 
more than 1.7 million Russians left European Russia to live in Central 
Asia
65
 taking their lot to 3,866,000 (23%) in 1939
66
 and to 6,265,000 
in 1959.
67
 During World War II, many industrial enterprises and 
academic institutions were shifted to the east of Ural Mountains, 
which carried with them another wave of immigrants to Central Asia. 
Yet another lot of hundreds of thousands of the ‗punished people‘ 
among others who were accused of collaboration with the enemy were 
altogether deported to Central Asia.
68
 Following table (Table VI) 
shows the presence of Russians in Central Asian republics from 
1959
69
 onwards wherein their number started to dwindle from 1970—
a trend that further shows decrease after the disintegration of the 
Soviet Union. 
                                                          
63
  In 1926 the number of Russians (including Ukrainians and Belarusians) settlers had reached 
to 2,726,000; Lawrence Krader, Peoples of Central Asia, p. 183. 
64
  Those Russian migrants who came to Central Asia during the period of World War II got 
settled in the urban areas like Dushanbe (Stalinabad), Frunze (Pishpek), and other regions; Ian 
Murray Matley, Central Asia: A Century of Russian Rule, p. 95. 
65
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 2. 
66
  Lawrence Krader, Peoples of Central Asia, p. 187. 
67
  Lawrence Krader, Peoples of Central Asia, p. 193. 
68
  Shirin Akiner, Health Care in Central Asia, p. 16. 
69
  The influx of Russian immigrants since 1960s was closely linked to the growth of urban 
centers like Tashkent, Bukhara, Samarkand, Andijan, Khokand, Fergana, etc; Ian Murray 
Matley, Central Asia: A Century of Russian Rule, pp. 102-103. 
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Table: VI  
Number of Russians (and their percentage of the total 
population) in each Central Asian Republic. 
 1959 1970  1979 1989 1999–
2000 
2007 
Estimates 
Kazakhstan 3,974,000 
(42.7%) 
5,521,000 
(42.4%) 
5,991,000 
(40.8%) 
6,227,000 
(37%) 
4,479,000 
(30%) 
Approx. 
4,000,000 
Kyrgyzstan 623,500 
(30.2%) 
856,000 
(29.2%) 
911,700 
(25.9%) 
916,500 
(21.5%) 
603,000 
(12.5%) 
Approx. 
500,000 
Uzbekistan 1,100,000 
(13.5%) 
1,473,000 
(12.5%) 
1,665,000 
(10.8%) 
1,653,000 
(8.3%) 
Approx. 
900,000 
(3%) 
Approx. 
800,000 
Tajikistan 262,600 
(13.3%) 
344,000 
(11.8%) 
395,000 
(10.4%) 
388,500 
(7.6%) 
68,000 
(1%) 
Approx. 
50,000 
Turkmenistan 262,700 
(17.3%) 
313,000 
(14.5%) 
349,000 
(12.6%) 
334,000 
(9.5%) 
Approx. 
120,000 
(2%) 
Less than 
150,000 
Source: Sebastien Peyrouse, ―The Russian Minority in Central Asia: Migration, Politics and 
Language‖, Ocasional Papers, p. 4. 
 
Occupations 
Russians who first came to Central Asia (Kazakhstan) during the 
course of its conquest were of course the military personnel, however, 
subsequently they were accompanied by the people of other walks as 
well. Within the first two decades, after the conquest, some Russians 
dominated the civil administration
70
 to be absorbed as officers
71
 and 
                                                          
70
  In case of Khiva, the anti-Russian government officials were dismissed and a council 
consisting of three Russian officers, a merchant from Tashkent and three Khivan dignitaries 
became the highest authorities; Peter L. Roudik, The History of the Central Asian Republics, 
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data, United States of America, 2007, p. 79. 
71
   The Russian officers in Turkestan were too few in number, overworked, poorly paid and often 
of low quality. Officers were frequently assigned to Turkestan as a punishment for some 
infraction or dereliction. They were prone to attempt bribes and extort money from native 
population, and sometimes even the vassal Khanates such administrative deficiencies were 
reported by official investigators from the 1880s, but no effective correctives were ever 
45 
 
civil servants.
72
 The Tsar administration replaced the erstwhile 
governance by the religious leaders
73
 with the new administrative 
positions.
74
 After fully establishing Russian rule in Turkestan military 
governors
75
 such as Kaufman, Skobolev, Kurapatkin, and others were 
given military as well as civil administrative charges over the regions 
or oblasts.
76
 Each of the oblast was divided into many districts
77
, each 
of the district was ruled by a military commandant with the support of 
two assistants; one native and other Russian.
78
 Hence most of the 
administrative jobs, to rule and govern Turkestan, were occupied by 
Russian immigrants. In 1877 native urban self government was 
abolished and administrative charge was given to Russians while 
                                                                                                                                                              
introduced; Seymour Becker, ―Russia‘s Central Asian Empire, 1885-1917‖, Russian Colonial 
Expansion to 1917, Michael Rywkin (Ed), Mansell Publishing Limited, London and New 
York, 1988,p. 244. 
72
  Seymour Becker, Russian Colonial Expansion to 1917, p. 244. 
73
  Individuals graduated from Islamic religious schools were not employed by the government 
institutions because the Russian language and civil education were required; Peter L. Roudik, 
The History of the Central Asian Republics, p. 88. 
74
  The Russian officers who headed the occupying forces replaced the officials of the Khans 
after conquest; W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, pp. 56-57. 
75
  All the nine Central Asian oblasts were ruled by military governors. 
76
  W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, p. 52. 
77
  David MacKenzie, ―The Conquest and Administration of Turkestan, 1860-85‖, Russian 
Colonial Expansion to 1917, Mansell Publishing Limited, London and New York, 1988, p. 
221. 
78
  Seymour Becker, Russian Colonial Expansion to 1917, p. 237. 
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natives retained only political posts.
79
 Thus the military administration 
was provided right down to the district level and below.
80
 
In 1868, the whole of Kazakhstan was declared as the state 
property of the Russian empire and the lands of native nomads were 
seized and distributed among the Russian peasants
81
 where they 
confiscated almost 100 million acres of land from the native 
nomads.
82
 Peasant colonisation in Semireiche began in 1868, in 
Akmolinsk and Semipalatinsk in 1875 and in Turgai and Uralsk in 
1880s.
83
 
Between 1889 and 1896 emigration was seen as a solution to 
the problem of rural over population in the metropolis of Russia. In 
the resettlement act of 1889 the state offered land allotments, tax 
exemption and tax free loans to peasant colonists to encourage the 
peasant emigration in Central Asia.
84
 The abolition of serfdom in 
                                                          
79
  David MacKenzie, Russian Colonial Expansion to 1917, p. 222; In order to maintain peace 
the Tsarist officials elected some native people (for example in Northern Kazakhstan in the 
beginning of the 19
th
 century) and invested them ceremonially in the office; Elizabeth E. 
Bacon, Central Asians Under Soviet Rule: A Study in Culture Change, p. 97. 
80
  Seymour Becker, Russian Colonial Expansion to 1917, p. 237. 
81
  Peter L. Roudik, The History of the Central Asian Republics, p. 77. 
82
  W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, p. 57. 
83
  Seymour Becker, Russian Colonial Expansion to 1917, p. 245. 
84
  Seymour Becker, Russian Colonial Expansion to 1917, p. 245. 
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Russia in 1861 accelerated Russia‘s settlement policy and the law of 
1889 authorized the free settlement of peasants on state-owned land.
85
 
As a result, hundreds of thousands of settlers moved to the north of 
Kazakh territory. The central Kazakh lands and Turkestan 
nevertheless remained closed to colonisation without specific 
authorisation. The reforms introduced in 1906–7 under the 
government of Pyotr Arkadyevich Stolypin (1906–11) opened up all 
these areas to the free settlement of colonists.
86
 Accordingly a large 
number of peasants settled in various parts of Central Asia
87
, also 
moved first in parts of Western Siberia
88
 and the northern Kazakh 
steppe
89
 and then, as these areas became more populous, migration 
shifted further east within Siberia and into parts of Russian Central 
                                                          
85
  V. Fourniau and C. Poujol, ―The States Of Central Asia (Second Half Of Nineteenth Century 
To Early Twentieth Century)‖, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, Chahryar 
Adle (President), UNESCO, Paris, 2005, p. 41. 
86
  V. Fourniau and C. Poujol, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 41. 
87
  The colonisation of Central Asia by the Russian peasants and Cossacks started slowly but 
during 1890s it was done on large scale; W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, p. 
62.  
88
  Russian peasants practiced the same dry farming of grains introduced into the area by the 
Cossacks, and like the latter also raised cattle and horses; Seymour Becker, Russian Colonial 
Expansion to 1917, p. 245. 
89
   V. Fourniau and C. Poujol, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 41. 
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Asia (Turkestan).
90
  Syr Darya, Samarkand, Fergana, (and 
Semireiche) were for the first time opened to peasant colonisation in 
1910;
91
 until then only lands newly brought under irrigation in 
Turkestan had been opened for settlement of Russians.
92
 In all, more 
than 1 million Slav peasants
93
 were settled on the steppes by 1914 on 
land taken from Kazakh nomads.
94
  
Accordingly a large group of the peasants (40%), with the 
Cossacks still representing 33% at the beginning of the 20
th
 century in 
Central Asia were settled.
95
 Cossacks were already settled along the 
northern periphery of Kazakh steppe from Caspian Sea to Chinese 
border.
96
 In the Kazakh steppes, the Cossack settlements formed the 
                                                          
90
  In 1890s, the Trans-Siberian Railroad made relocation quicker and cheaper, the general 
economic profile of migrants changed somewhat and "poor peasants"  took over the lead. 
Regardless of their material condition, however, almost all of these settlers migrated as 
families; Willard Sunderland, ―Peasant Pioneering: Russian Peasant Settlers Describe 
Colonisation and the Eastern Frontier,1880s-1910s‖, Journal of Social History, Vol. XXXIV, 
No. IV, Oxford University Press, University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati,  2001, pp. 895-896, 
accessed 13 January 2012. 
91
  Between 1906 and 1916 the sown area into four steppe oblasts increased by almost four times. 
In 1916 Russian formed 64% to 96% of the cultivated land in the steppe oblasts and 36% in 
Semirechie; Seymour Becker, Russian Colonial Expansion to 1917, p. 247. 
92
   Seymour Becker, Russian Colonial Expansion to 1917, p. 246. 
93
  Along with the official immigration of Russian peasants there was also considerable 
unauthorized movement of peasants in the most fertile parts of Kazakhstan and by the year 
1914 almost half of the population of the oblasts of steppe and Semireiche was Russian; 
Elizabeth E. Bacon, Central Asians Under Soviet Rule: A Study in Culture Change, p. 94. 
94
  V. Fourniau and C. Poujol, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 41. 
95
  V. Fourniau and C. Poujol, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 41. 
96
  Seymour Becker, Russian Colonial Expansion to 1917, p. 245. 
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majority of the non-indigenous population until the mid 19th 
century.
97
 These Cossacks were granted lands, the total of these was 
not outstandingly great (8% of the area of the steppe in 1900).
98
 These 
were in fact peasants helping in agricultural activities. 
After the establishment of Soviet Union, all means of 
production were nationalized.
99
 Feudal estates of the immigrants and 
the native landlords were seized through the forcible expropriation of 
the grains, cattle and other means of production.
100
 Subsequently, all 
the large landed estates were eliminated and instantly distributed as a 
common property among working people
101
 for joint cultivation in 
                                                          
97
   V. Fourniau and C. Poujol, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 41. 
98
  These lands were situated along the rivers Irtysh (both banks) and Ural (left bank); M. 
Holdsworth, ―Soviet Central Asia, 1917-1940‖, Soviet Studies, Vol. III, No. III, Taylor & 
Francis, Ltd., January 1952, p. 258, accessed 13 January 2012. 
99
  Nationalisation began in 1925 in Tashkent, Samarkand and Fergana and was completed only 
in 1929 in Tajikistan along the Afghan frontier; William M. Mandel, ―Soviet Central Asia‖, 
Pacific Affairs, Vol. XV, No. IV, Institute  of  Pacific  Relations, New  Jersey, December 
1942, p. 406, available online at http://www.jstor.org/stable/2751730, accessed 13 February 
2012. 
100
  Mushtaq A. Kaw, ―Changing Land Tenures, Agrarian Reforms and Peasantry in Post-Soviet 
Central Asian Republics: A Historico-Legal Framework‖, International Journal of Central 
Asian Studies, Vol. II, Institute of Asian Culture and Development, Seoul, 2006, p. 45, 
accessed 06 May 2012. 
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large scale collectivized/cooperative farms.
102
 Accordingly the 
peasant
103
 holdings merged into large collective farms called 
kolkhozes
104
 and state farms called sovkhozes and large tracts of 
virgin lands brought under cultivation.
105
 In these sovkhozes and 
kolkhozes, the workers were the mere wage earners or the state 
employees,
106
 who were mainly Russians from central Russia and 
western Siberia.
107
 The area under cultivation decreased from 515,000 
hectares in 1913 to 138,000 in 1919 and then increased to 607,000 in 
1927.
108
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During the collectivisation period (1929-1933) the total number 
of livestock fell down. For example in Kazakhstan the total number of 
livestock was 40 million in 1929 and in 1930 this number fell down to 
33 million only.
109
 So severe was the loss that even in 1956 the 
number of livestock had hardly matched the livestock of the year 
1916.
110
 The reason for this decrease in the number of livestock
111
 was 
primarily the urban
112
 nature of the new Russian incomers, which 
made natives who managed this sector of economy, to leave their 
places.
113
  
During 1950s and 1960s Russian peasant emigration to Central 
Asia was because of the better living and working conditions as 
compared to other parts of Soviet Union like Siberia.
114
 Again the 
Virgin Lands Campaign, which began in 1954, caused a surge of two 
million Russians (including some Ukrainian and Belarusians) mainly 
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to Kazakhstan.
115
 However, during 1970s and 1980s the coming of 
Russians to Central Asia decreased which is well reflected in the 
various censuses held after 1959.
116
 
Besides peasants, many other classes of Russians migrated to 
Central Asia from mid 1880s and some of them were merchants,
117
 
technicians, railroad and industrial workers.
118
 In the beginning of the 
20
th
 century Russian immigrants along with other European people in 
Central Asia provide economic and technical skills for carrying out 
various economic activities in different industries.
119
 Most of them 
worked in the capacity of managers and technicians
120
 in mining, 
energy production and other key industrial sectors. This industrial 
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class
121
 working in railways, oilfields and cotton-ginning were mainly 
Russians.
122
 Besides, they were also engaged in the mining of copper, 
graphite, lead, and coal in which Tsars showed their interest.
123
 Since 
during the Tsarist period in Central Asia, there were few large-scale 
industries, inadequate railway and as such a very weak industrial class 
existed that was manned by the Russians living in Central Asia.
124
 
Under Soviets as all means of production like agricultural land 
and industry (including small scale, tiny cottage units and business 
establishments) and all other resources such as mineral resources, 
transport and communication, etc., were nationalized,
125
 therefore, to 
implement a new socio-economic order many major policies and 
decisions were taken. One of these was implementing the Five Year 
plans to organize the human resource and all other resources of 
production. Accordingly during the first Five Year Plan (1928-1932) a 
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large number of industries were developed and placed nearer to the 
sources of raw material.
126
 As a result, not only the industrial output 
increased tremendously but also a large number of industrial class of 
workers were employed wherein a large number of Russians, besides 
other Slaves, migrated to Central Asia to be employed in these 
industries.
127
 The major reason for their employment was that many 
natives were unskilled to run the newly established factories, even 
though the government, side by side, also spread education, 
elementary and vocational, far and wide to produce skilled labour 
class for these industries. Yet because of the World War II, a large 
number of Russians entered Central Asia as a large number of 
industries were shifted there for their safeguard. Again in these 
industries major job market was for immigrant Russians.
128
  
From 1970s, Central Asia was no longer regarded as a region of 
priority development, and the Virgin Lands Campaign was 
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to the 21
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 Century, National Defense University Press, Canada, 2004, pp. 377-378, accessed 
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abandoned. In addition to it, some important projects such as the new 
railroad between Baikal and Amur (the BAM) were opened in the 
central Russia that demanded a labour force of several hundred 
thousand people who came from Central Asia,
129
 mostly of Russians, 
and thus Russian immigration also decreased in Central Asian 
republics. Furthermore Leonid Brezhnev‘s policy of indigenisation, 
launched in the 1970s, made it possible for the eponymous 
populations
130
 to attain positions of power in the mainland Russia.
131
 
All these developments reduced the need for the presence of Russians 
in the administrative and economic structures of Central Asia 
The Russians also brought medical knowledge and built 
hospitals, medical offices and pharmacies and gave treatment to the 
local people.
132
 Initially, under Tsars, the health system in Central 
Asia started on a very modest scale mainly to take care of the Russian 
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populations of non-Slavic republics; Saltanat Sulaimanova, In the Tracks of Tamerlane: 
Central Asia's Path to the 21
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  Peter L. Roudik, The History of the Central Asian Republics, p. 85. 
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military and administrative personnel.
133
 However, under Soviet rule 
the health care system in Central Asia was not only universalized
134
 
but a modern health care system was developed.
135
 Soviet government 
sent many young graduates and professionals, mainly Russians, to 
work in Central Asia between 1926 and 1939 as doctors.
136
 Besides, 
there were so many other professionals attached with the medical care 
who also came from Russia to begin with
137
 and till Central Asians 
themselves attained a medical degree or a course trained by the 
Russians in preventive care such as generalists and nurse 
practitioners.
138
 As the education level of the native people of Central 
Asia rose constantly, their share in the field of science and technology 
attained larger proportions, which resulted in decrease in the share of 
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Russians in this field. For example, the Russians constituted 38.5% in 
the scientific and technical cadre of Uzbekistan in 1960; however, in 
1970 their share was reduced to 30.5%
139
 but by no means this 
resulted in any kind of loss as by 1961 Central Asia had 102 times as 
many doctors as in 1913 and the number of hospital beds had 
increased to 85,300.
140
 Since the number of the native medical 
professionals increased the Russian medical practioners at various 
levels continued to emigrate from Central Asia.
141
  
Before the Russian conquest there were hardly any educational 
institutes in the entire territory of Central Asia and in case of its 
presence the system was traditional and religious centered. Russians 
though reluctantly and slowly introduced the modern system of 
education in Central Asia
142
 but it was mainly for the children of the 
Russian immigrants where, however, some natives also managed to be 
educated.   The Directorate of Learning Institutions in Turkestan was 
                                                          
139
  Steven L. Burg, Cahiers du Monde russe et soviétique, Vol. XX, No. I, P. 55. 
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established in 1870 to manage schools aimed at teaching the people in 
Russian language, handicrafts, and agriculture without interfering in 
traditional educational affairs.
143
 The system continued till the 
Revolution and as such there was hardly any progress in the literacy 
(it was 2% for the natives). This is in spite of the fact that before the 
conquest there were no schools among the nomads of steppe and 
Semireiche but by 1913 Russians had established 157 schools,
144
 all 
manned by the Russians, in the five oblasts; in the same year an 
additional 267 schools served the Russian population of these 
oblasts.
145
 Although there were as many as 89 Russian-native schools 
by 1911 but, as a matter of fact, there were no modern higher 
educational institutions during the Tsarist rule in Central Asia.
146 
After the establishment of the Soviet rule in Central Asia some 
drastic changes occurred in the field of education.
147
 Initially the 
teaching experts were exclusively Russians, however, with the 
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passage of time natives also joined them as teacher of modern 
education. Between 1917 and 1919 foundation of a new education 
policy was laid down in which education
148
 was made free and 
compulsory up to 17 years of age.
149
 In 1920 many higher educational 
institutes like Tashkent University was established and in 1940s many 
scientific institutes and laboratories and were setup.
150
 Such was the 
progress made in the field of education that the literacy rate among the 
native people of Central Asia reached to 99% by 1970 from a mere 1-
2% in 1917.
151
 
Agriculture or farming 
Prior to its Russian occupation, the whole of Central Asia was a live-
stock breeding
152
 and agricultural region.
153
 The main economic 
activities performed during Tsarist rule in Central Asia included 
agriculture, handicrafts and trade, which were carried on for centuries 
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in the large fertile oases by the Tajiks and Uzbeks; and nomadic or 
semi-nomadic pastoralist (sheep, horses and camels) in the steppes 
(Kazakhs), deserts (Turkmens and Uzbeks) and mountains (Kirgiz).
154  
Grains cultivated before and during the Russian rule included 
wheat,
155
 barley, millet, rice, etc.
156
 Tsarist authorities nevertheless put 
a particular emphasis on cotton cultivation
157
  because of region‘s 
suitability for its cultivation.
158
 In fact Russian government turned 
Central Asia into a mega farm,
159
 to produce greater quantities of 
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cotton
160
 after some initial experiments, when American upland 
variety of cotton (Gossypium hirsutum L.)
161
 and the American 
machinery for processing it was introduced in 1883 in certain regions 
of Central Asia.
162
 The experiment proved successful, the area under 
the American types of cotton rose from 750 acres in 1884 to 160,000 
in 1890.
163
 In order to enlarge the area under cultivation,
164
 the Tsarist 
administration conducted reforms designed to eliminate the feudal 
landowning class in Turkestan and distributed small plots of land to 
local peasants.
165
 Besides, the authorities pushed away the settlers 
                                                                                                                                                              
fully mechanized system of production, cheap native labor force was used for its harvest. The 
problem of sand threatening the farm land was solved by Soviets by the programme of 
afforestration. And to maintain the fertility of soil, crop rotation was implemented. Hydro-
genealogists were employed to discover the underground water resources; W. P. and Zelda K. 
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from the banks of rivers.
166
 The area under cotton cultivation in 
Turkestan increased tremendously: from 300 desiatinas
167
 in 1884 to 
12,000 in 1886, then 37,000 in 1887, to 58,000 in 1890.
168
 
Even though there was tremendous boost to the yield and 
cultivation of cotton
169
 during the Tsarist era
170
 but after the Soviet 
takeover larger areas were brought under the cotton cultivation
171
 and 
thus cotton plantation expanded
172
 enormously, field per acre doubled 
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ensured favoured treatment for Central Asian agriculture; Francis Newton, ―Soviet Central 
Asia: Economic Progress and Problems‖, Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. XII, No. III, Special 
Issue on the Middle Eastern Economy, pp. 88-89. 
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  In 1921-1922 land water reforms were initiated and 1,161,370 acres of land in Semireiche and 
Syr Darya oblasts were distributed among poor Kazakhs and in 1926-1927 arable and 
meadow lands were confiscated from tribal leaders to distribute among the poor families, 
under which 3,360,560 of meadow land and 2,888,750 acres of arable land was redistributed; 
Elizabeth E. Bacon, Central Asians Under Soviet Rule: A Study in Culture Change, p. 118. 
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and the gross harvest  increased by over three and a half times (see 
Table. VII).
173
 For example in Tajikistan
174
 cotton began to be 
cultivated not only in the north-west, where it was cultivated before, 
but also in the mid-lands and the south of Tien-Shan.
175
  
Table: VII 
Sown areas of cotton, (all types of farms; thousands of hectares) 
 1913176 1953 1958 1959 1960 
USSR/Russian Empire 688 1,878 2,149 2,152 2,192 
In areas of irrigated cotton growing 688 1,878 2,149 2,152 2,192 
Uzbek SSR 425 1,152 1,391 1,383 1,387 
Turkmen SSR 69 172 188 205 222 
Tadzhik SSR 27 146 169 170 172 
Kazakh SSR 20 113 107 101 106 
Kirgiz SSR 22 81 70 67 71 
 Source: Peoples of Central Asia, p. 255. 
 
Though, the policy of cotton monoculture became pronounced 
in 1930s but it was only from 1960s to 1980s that it reached the 
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174
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Egyptian cotton was about 100,000 acres; W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, 
p.181; Scientific knowledge enabled the republic to grow 930 million tons of cotton in 1970 
whereas about 60 years ago it was growing just 300 tones; Shiela Gujral, Asian Republics: 
U.S.S.R, Gowarsons, India, 1987, p. 15. 
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176
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monstrous proportions.
177
 Since Russian immigrants during the Tsarist 
period occupied many pasture lands and during the Soviet era Virgin 
Land Policy
178
 a large number of acreages of land were brought under 
the agricultural production there was tremendous overall growth in 
total grain products in USSR which is reflected in table VIII. 
However, because of cotton monoculture in Central Asia this growth 
pattern was not visible there in many republics other than Kazakhstan 
accordingly cotton began to be grown at the cost of other grain crops 
in the lands hitherto used for the cultivation of food crops. This in turn 
slowed down the growth of other grain crops which is reflected in the 
table (Table. VIII) below.
179
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  Virgin Lands programme was inaugurated in 1953 to convert the remaining grasslands of 
northern Kazakhstan into Russian breadbasket; Elizabeth E. Bacon, Central Asians under 
Soviet Rule: A Study in Culture Change, p. 119. 
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industry and agriculture; Francis Newton, Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. XII, No. III, Special 
Issue on the Middle Eastern Economy, p. 93. 
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Table: VIII 
Gross harvest of all grain crops, (all types of farms; thousands of 
tons) 
 
1913180 1940 
 
1949-
1953 
1953 1955 1958 
 
 
1954-
1958 
(annual 
average) 
1959 1960 
USSR/Russian 
Empire 86,030 95,496 80,948 82,487 106,773 141,216 113,236 125,905 134,369 
Uzbek SSR 1,025 601 562 689 467 700 549 562 807 
Kazakh SSR 2,162 2,516 3,942 5,439 4,754 21,991 13,760 19,085 18,844 
Virgin Land 
Kray --- 1,000 2,133 3,365 3,108 14,333 9,282 13,851 12,918 
Kirgiz SSR 436 588 552 516 517 728 636 613 754 
Tadzhik SSR 202 324 238 247 208 109 216 232 274 
Turkmen SSR 159 124 92 62 47 58 60 59 41 
Source: Peoples of Central Asia, p. 256. 
Since during Soviet period all means of production-agriculture, 
pastoral land and livestock, forests, mineral wealth and industry were 
nationalized (collectivized),
181
 therefore, it was the state that decided 
in favour of growth of a particular crop or the other in USSR. As a 
policy decision Central Asia was not meant for grain based economy 
but largely for cotton production mostly because of fertile soil in 
conjugation to availability of irrigation. Accordingly by 1940s and 50s 
irrigation mechanism was enlarged to encompass suitable lands under 
its cultivation. All this was aimed to boost the economy on this cash 
                                                          
180
  1960 boundaries. 
181
  Also the wealth of religious establishments in all parts of Central Asia was confiscated; Svat 
Soucek, A History of Inner Asia, p. 230. 
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crop as it allowed USSR to export cotton or cotton-based products 
worth 33.6 million rubles at an average between 1909 and 1913 to 
51.7 million rubles in 1932.
182
 In 1981-83 Soviet Union contributed 
20% to the total cotton exported in the world.
183
  All this was achieved 
because of collectivisation
184
 of agriculture, individual holdings were 
joined together to organize big cooperatives or collective farms 
(Kolkhozs) and state farms (Sovkhozs).
185
 
Almost all of the cotton was grown in Central Asia, with over 
half of the harvest from Uzbekistan and most of the remainder from 
Tajikistan and Turkmenistan. Before the 1860s Central Asia supplied 
                                                          
182
    Kathleen Barnes, ―The Soviet "Economic Stake" in the Orient‖, Far Eastern Survey, Vol. V, 
No. III, Institute of Pacific Relations, January 29, 1936, p. 24, accessed 13 February 2012. 
183
   Cotton: Background for 1985 Farm Legislation, Economic Research Service, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. Agriculture Information Bulletin No. 476., Washington, D.C., 
September 1984, p. 10. 
184
  Although, the collectivisation in north Tajikistan began in 1926, when the first Associations 
for the Joint Cultivation of  Land (TOZ) were formed and in 1929 Kolkhoz movement spread 
through the cotton growing areas but the mass collectivisation in the republic began only in 
1930s and was completed in 1934. In 1933 Kolkhozes were also established in the Pamirs. By 
1940, more than 98.7% of the peasant farms had joined the Kolkhozes. In the process of 
collectivisation, certain socio-economic groups like as Kulas and Beys a class were liquidated 
as in Tajikistan; Mohammad Monir Alam, Russia and Tajikistan: Political and Security 
Relationship, pp. 58-59; In the middle of twentieth century, 99.7% the total cultivated area is 
worked by Sovkhozy (state farms) Kolkhozy (collective farms) and over 97.4% of the Dehkan 
(local peasants) were organized in the Kolkhozy; W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central 
Asia, p. 184. 
185
  Imtiyaz ul Haq, Central Asia: Continuity and Change, p. 54. 
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less than 7-8% of Russia‘s cotton,186 but by the 1930s the Soviet 
Union was self-sufficient in cotton, and it became an exporter in the 
1950s.
187
 Uzbekistan produced 62.4% of Soviet cotton output in 
1989.
188
 
Central Asia which used to grow enough food to feed its 
population, became now dependent on food imported from other 
republics. This trend has been particularly reflective in the loss of 
many fruit orchards. In Uzbekistan trees used to grow at average on 
15% of arable land, but in 1987 that percentage was contracted to just 
1% of the arable land.
189
 
 
 
                                                          
186
   The main supplier were of Russia‘s cotton at this rime were United States of America, India 
and Egypt; Mohammad Afzal Mir, ―Uzbek Agriculture Needs Diversification‖, Gulshan 
Majeed (Ed), Studies in Central Asia, Centre of Central Asian Studies, University of Kashmir 
Srinagar, 1997, p. 52. 
187
  Richard Pomfret, ―State-Directed Diffusion of Technology: The Mechanisation of Cotton 
Harvesting in Soviet Central Asia‖, The Journal of Economic History, Vol. LXII, No. I, 
Economic History Association, March 2002,  p. 174, accessed 04 Fabruary 2012. 
188
   Uzbekistan produced surpluses in cotton, fruits, and vegetables; Martin Myant and Jan 
Drahokoupil, ―International Integration and the Structure of Exports in Central Asian 
Republics‖, Eurasian Geography and Economics, Vol. XLIX, No. V, Bellwether Publishing, 
Ltd., Birmingham, 2008, p. 606. 
189
   M. E. Ahrari and James Beal, The New Great Game in Muslim Central Asia, Institute for 
National Strategies Studies,  National Defense University, Washington DC, 1996, p. 18, 
accessed 06 May 2012. 
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Irrigation 
Irrigation has always been a cause of anxiety among the peoples 
pursuing agriculture as up-stream users try to get as much of water as 
they can from the streams and rivers flowing through their territory, 
while the low-stream people face its scarcity. This was true in Central 
Asia as well. Tsars, therefore, invested 35 million rubles to improve 
irrigation mechanism in Central Asia as in 1898 the Nicolas I Canal 
was constructed on the Syr Darya.
190
 In 1900 Romanov Canal Project 
was successfully completed, which aimed at irrigating 50,000 hectares 
of land in Tashkent area.
191
 In the oblast of Transcaspia, a series of 
dames on the Murghab River were constructed to provide irrigation 
for 27,250 hectares near Merv.
192
 As a result, there was an increase
193
 
                                                          
190
  In 1909 Turkestan hydrological service was set up for the purpose of improving the  
techniques of artificial irrigation in Central Asia; C. Poujol and V. Fourniau, History of 
Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, pp. 58-59. 
191
  Gavin Hambly et al, Central Asia, p. 220. 
192
  Gavin Hambly et al, Central Asia, p. 220. 
193
  The increase in irrigated lands was also done by extending the existing canals, digging new 
systems and building new dams; C. Poujol and V. Fourniau, History of Civilizations of 
Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 58. 
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of 815,000 acres of irrigated land in Central Asia between 1870 and 
1917.
194
 
After the establishment of Soviet Union water, like land, was 
nationalized. Old irrigation system was reconstructed and new ones 
were constructed by the joint efforts Central Asian republics.
195
 
Improvement in planned irrigation
196
 started from the very beginning 
of the Soviet rule in Central Asia but its development took place 
particularly during the First Five Year Plan (1928-1932).
197
 The most 
outstanding constructions of the first half of the 20
th
 century are the 
                                                          
194
  The total irrigated acreage of Central Asia in 1913 was 7,400,000 acres; Robert A. Lewis, 
―The Irrigation Potential of Soviet Central Asia‖, Annals of the Association of American 
Geographers, Vol. LII, No. I, March 1962, p. 100, accessed 04 February 2012; William B. 
Hartman, Central Asia’s Raging Waters: The Prospects of Water Conflict in Central Asia, P. 
15. 
195
  An example of the joint venture of two or more republics is the construction of the Great Chu 
Canal by Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan; and the Kara-Kum reservoir (with a volume of 14,000 
mil cubic meters) of Syr- Darya to maintain the high level of water in all seasons, was jointly 
constructed by the Central Asian Republics. The reservoir of Orto-Tokai, which irrigated 
30,000 acres of new land apart from improving the water supply for 60,000 acres of existing 
cotton plantation, was also developed during Russian rule; W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets 
in Central Asia, pp. 102-103. 
196
  Soviet government sent experts to deserts to chart the best routes for the canals. For examples, 
a lot of work was done before digging the Kara-Kum canal, the largest in the whole Soviet 
Union. These canals, though, dug primarily for irrigating the lands for cultivation, proved 
conducive for sailing and power generation as well; W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in 
Central Asia, p. 105. 
197
  W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, p. 104. 
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Great Fergana Canal
198
 (completed in 1939), Big Tashkent and Right 
Bank Zerafshan canals in Uzbekistan, Chiiliysky in Kazakstan, Big 
Chui Canal in Kyrgyzstan, Big Gissar Canal in Tajikistan, Tash-
Sakinsky in Turkmenistan and the expansion of the Mirzachol Sahra 
scheme, and the extension of the main Turkmen Canal to Ashkhabad 
in Turkmenistan by 1962 besides thousands of smaller 
constructions.
199
 The total irrigated
200
 area in 1939 was about 720,000 
acres (which was 67% above that of pre-revolution days).
201
 
In the second half of the 20
th
 century major construction 
undertaken include Karakum and Kyzylkum irrigation canals, in 
                                                          
198
  It was a 270 kilometers long the first large canal on the Syr-Darya was built jointly by the 
peasants of Tajikistan and Uzbekistan in the Fergana Valley during 1930s; Lawrence Krader, 
Peoples of Central Asia, p. 30. 
199
  Valentini К.L., Orolbaev E.E and Abylgazieva A.K., Water problems of Central Asia, 
International Strategic Research Institute Under the President of the Kyrgyz Republic 
Socinformburo, Bishkek, 2004, p. 27; W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, 
International Strategic Research Institute under the President of the Kyrgyz Republic, 
Bishkek, 2004, p. 180; http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/central-asia-xii, accessed 21 
September 2012. 
200
  During the Soviet period conferences of the Ministers of Water Resources of the Central 
Asian Republic was held regularly in every spring to discuss and adjudicate on the 
distribution of not only the waters of Syr-Darya but also of the Amu-Darya, the second largest 
river in Central Asia. Same was the case with irrigation canals which too were operated 
jointly and water distributed scientifically as per the pattern of crop and season; W. P. and 
Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, p. 103. 
201
  W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, p. 180; By the year 1939 Tajikistan‘s 
irrigation network comprised 4,000 km of main canals and 1,200 km of distribution network 
and the number of structures in the irrigation system exceeded 4,000; M. Dinorshoev, 
“Tajikistan‖, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 290; By the year 1947, over 
10,400,000 hectares of land was irrigated in Central Asia; W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets 
in Central Asia, p. 105. 
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Central Fergana, in the Asht Irrigation Scheme in Tajikistan and the 
like.
202
 Additionally, with the initiation of Virgin Land Campaign 
several dams and canals were constructed and as a result the area 
under irrigation began to expand. For example in Uzbekistan in 1960s 
a number of dams and canals were constructed to irrigate the lands 
and to achieve self-sufficiency in food crops like rice, wheat, etc.
203
 In 
1955 total irrigated land in Central Asia reached to 12 million acres 
(69% of the total).
204
 The total new land brought under irrigation 
during Soviet period was 4.9 million hectares, and as a result, the total 
area of land under irrigation at the end of the Soviet period rose to 7.5 
million hectares.
205
 
Livestock 
Central Asia, before its Russian occupation, was an agricultural and 
livestock breeding area, with a major section of people engaged in 
                                                          
202
   www.cawater-info.net/bk/iwrm/pdf/044_e.pdf 
203
   Stephen Hodgson, ―Strategic Water Resources in Central Asia: in search of a new 
international legal order‖, EU Central Asian Monitoring, No. XIV - May 2010, p. 2, avaliable 
online at www.eucentralasia.eu 
204
   Robert A. Lewis, ―The Irrigation Potential of Soviet Central Asia‖,  Annals of the Association 
of American Geographers, Vol. LII, No. I, p. 100. 
205
  www.psa.ac.uk/cps/1998/ohara.pdf. 
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cattle rearing. With the coming of the Russians
206
 serious crisis in 
livestock occurred in most parts of Central Asia and Kazakhstan 
where Russian penetration was much more noticeable
207
 and 
accordingly as they occupied these highlands the pastures of high 
potential (for example, along rivers and in valleys) contracted due to 
conversion to cropland and settlements, and restrictions on movement 
of herds curtailed the mobility and access to long-distance pastures.
208
 
And from 1917 until the period of collectivisation Central Asia 
witnessed a lot of turmoil (social unrest, famine, Civil War, etc.), with 
severe winters that not only resulted in massive losses of livestock but 
                                                          
206
   Although Russians did introduced other sectors of economy in the region but the traditional 
practices of cattle rearing continued among the nomadic and semi-nomadic people of Central 
Asia. 
207
  In 1909, more than four-fifths of Kazakh households surveyed in Semipalatinsk Uyezd 
(northeastern Kazakhstan) lived on outside wages, and as many as 94% of them did not even 
have horses. In Kokchetav Uyezd, 50.4% of the Kazakhs had less than five head of cattle 
(eight being the minimum necessary for a family of five to exist). Approximately half of the 
population owned only 27.2% of the sheep and 20.1% of the horses. On the other hand, the 
class of bays, making up 7% of the total number of households owned 50% of the cattle and 
48.5% of the sheep; Stephen P. Dunn and Ethel Dunn, ―Soviet Regime and Native Culture in 
Central Asia and Kazakhstan: The Major Peoples‖, Current Anthropology, Vol. VIII, No. III, 
The University of Chicago Press, June 1967, pp. 148-149. 
208
   Anton van Engelen, Dairy Development in Kazakhstan, Food and Agriculture Organisation of 
the United Nations, Rome, 2011, p. 2, accessed 06 May 2011. 
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reduced their mobility further.
209
 For example, between 1902 and 
1908 the Kyrgyz cattle herds were decreased by 27%.
210
 
The total number of livestock in Central Asia before World War 
I was 8 million which rose to 24 million in 1915.
211
 In 1916, in 
present-day Kazakhstan, there were 18 million sheep and goats, 5 
million cattle and 4.5 million horses.
212
 The number of livestock in 
1929 increased by 35.9% over the 1913 figure.
213
 As a protest against 
the atrocities made by the officials during the collectivisation
214
 many 
Kazakhs and other nomads in 1920s slaughtered their animals and 
                                                          
209
   Many Kazakhstan families gave up nomadic livestock keeping and turn to crop farming; 
Anton van Engelen, Dairy Development in Kazakhstan, p. 2. 
210
   Willium M. Mandel, Pacific Affairs, Vol. 15, No. 4, p. 392. 
211
   R. Kh .Aminova, Changes in Uzbekistan’s Agriculture (1917-1929), Nauka Publishing 
House, Moscow, 1974, p. 24; A. Sadykov, ―The Strength of Science lies in its Links with 
Life‖, P. N. Pedoseyev (Ed) Socialist Uzbekistan: A Path Equaling Centuries, USSR 
Academy of Sciences, Moscow, 1982, p. 57. 
212
  C. Poujol and V. Fourniau, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p.  60; Tajikistan 
in the same period had 1,930,000 sheep and goat; Lawrence Krader, Peoples of Central Asia, 
p. 261. 
213
  In 1928 beginning of collectivisation was made when 145,000 animals were confiscated from 
696 big bays and distributed among 25,000 poor and middle class families; Elizabeth E. 
Bacon, Central Asians under Soviet Rule: A Study in Culture Change, pp. 118-119. 
214
  From 1929 to 1934, during the period when Joseph V. Stalin did collectivize the agriculture, 
Kazakhstan endured repeated famines because peasants had slaughtered their livestock in 
protest against Soviet agricultural policy. In that period, at least 1.5 million Kazaks and 80% 
of the republic's livestock died; Martha Brill Olcott, ―Kazakstan‖, Glenn E. Curtis (Ed), 
Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan: country studies, Library of 
Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data, Washington, DC, 1997, p. 15, accessed on 07 May 
2012. 
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starved or fled to Sinkiang.
215
 As a result between 1929 and 1934 the 
number of sheep and goats decreased from 27,200,000 to 2,261,000 
and of horses from 4,200,000 to 221,000.
216
 This drastic fall in the 
number of livestock took years to make good. The number of 
livestock in Central Asia from 1916 to 1961 is shown in the following 
table (Table. IX). 
Table. IX 
Livestock, all types of farms; as on 1 Jan. 
 1916
217
 1941 1954 1956 1959 1960 1961 
USSR/Russian 
Empire 
1,342 54,517 55,837 58,793 70,842 74,155 75,780 
Uzbek SSR 1,342 1,672 1,438 1,575 1,970 2,092 2,231 
Kazakh SSR 5,062 3,356 4,135 4,234 5,200 5,515 5,544 
Virgin Lands Kray 1,893 1,204 1,537 1,579 1,991 2,126 2,216 
Kirgiz SSR 519 556 627 654 736 759 739 
Tadzhik SSR 739 580 513 541 613 665 683 
Turkmen SSR 312 268 293 322 357 364 365 
Source: Peoples of Central Asia, p. 259. 
With the process of collectivisation the growth of livestock in 
Central Asia (except Kazakhstan) almost stagnated with a gradual 
increase in Uzbekistan towards the end of 1950s.  
                                                          
215
   Francis Newton, Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. XII, No. III, p. 93; Between 1928 and 1932 
nearly 80% of the herd in Kazakhstan was destroyed; Guljanat Kurmangalyeva Ercilasun, 
―Famines in kyrgyzstan: The Memories of the 1930s & 1940s‖, Mushtaq A. Kaw (Ed), The 
journal of Central Asian Studies, Vol. XVIII, No. I, Centre of Central Asian Studies, The 
University of Kashmir Srinagar, India, 2009, p. 64. 
216
  In Kazakhstan the number of sheep and goats rose from a low of 2,610,000 in 1935 to 
30,404,000 in 1962, nearly doubled the 1916 figure of 18,364,000; Elizabeth E. Bacon, 
Central Asians under Soviet Rule: A Study in Culture Change, pp. 119-120. 
217
  1960 boundaries. 
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After 1960s the programme of 1920s and 1930s to convert the 
pastoral nomads into settled cultivators was abandoned, because now 
the Soviet economy felt the need of meat, hides, wool, fur, and dairy 
products which were traditionally produced in the steppes and deserts 
of Central Asia.
218
 As a result the Soviet authorities introduced 
modern veterinary practices that in turn reduced the incidence of 
diseases among the livestock that in past used to take periodic tolls of 
the nomadic herds.
219
 All these improvements resulted in a general 
increase in livestock and the livestock products in Central Asia 
particularly after 1960s. For example,
 
in 1980s Kyrgyzstan had as 
much as 83% of agricultural land as mountainous pastureland.
220
 In 
1987 Kyrgyzstan‘s herds reached their largest numbers, the grain used 
for animals was twice the quantity used for the human consumption. 
At this time livestock production (mutton, beef, eggs, milk, wool, and 
horses) accounted for about 60% of the value of the Kyrgyzstan‘s 
                                                          
218
   Elizabeth E. Bacon, Central Asians under Soviet Rule: A Study in Culture Change, p. 123. 
219
   Elizabeth E. Bacon, Central Asians under Soviet Rule: A Study in Culture Change, p. 123. 
220
   Martha Brill Olcott, ―Kyrgyzstan‖, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and 
Uzbekistan: country studies, p. 152. 
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total agricultural output.
221
 Turkmenistan in 1991 had 29.6% of land 
for livestock raising which was centered on sheep. The production of 
meat and milk in Turkmenistan rose substantially in the 1986-91 
period (increases of 14,000 and 110,000 tons, respectively), actual 
production in 1991 of 100,000 tons of meat and 458,000 tons of milk 
represented a decrease from 1990.
222
 The production of livestock 
products in 1990s is represented by the following table (Table. X). 
Table. X 
Production of selected livestock products in Central Asia, by 
republic, 1986-90 average 
Thousands of tons 
Republic Meat Milk Wool Eggs (mln units) 
Kazakhstan 1,463 5,350 108 4,185 
Kyrgyzstan 233 1,071 38 654 
Tajikistan 111 574 5 595 
Turkmenistan 98 409 16 321 
Uzbekistan 438 22791 25 2,295 
Former USSR 19,350 105,916 473 83,043 
Source: The World Bank, op. cit., p. 230. 
Agriculture and Non-Agriculture Industries 
During the Tsar period a few industrial enterprises specialized in the 
primary processing of agricultural raw materials, small food-
                                                          
221
   Martha Brill Olcott, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan: 
country studies, p. 152. 
222
   Larry Clark, Michael Thurman and David Tyson, ―Turkemenistan‖, Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan: Country Studies, Glenn E. Curtis (Ed), Library of 
Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data, Washington, DC, 1997, p. 330. 
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processing and mining across Turkestan.
223
 From 1880s the cotton 
growing areas of Central Asia attracted some Russian firms and 
companies and from the beginning of the 20
th
 century their number 
began to grow gradually and constantly.
224
 They began by distributing 
to the local population high-quality varieties of American cotton-seed, 
set up experimental stations and plantations, imported equipment for 
their factories from America and Europe and cooperated closely with 
St Petersburg and Moscow stock exchanges in order to set up the 
Kokand Exchange (1906).
225
 Until 1906 there were 195 industrial 
enterprises in the entire Turkestan, however, between 1906 and 1913, 
468 new industrial enterprises
226
 were set up and on the eve of World 
                                                          
223
   In 1885, even its largest city Tashkent, the capital, had 27 enterprises in operation. Industrial 
enterprises specializing in the primary processing of agricultural raw materials were usually 
built along transport routes; A. Tabyshalieva, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. 
VI, pp. 89-137. 
224
  The firms Savva Morozov, Son & Co., N. N. Konshin Associates Textiles, Yaroslavl Grand 
Textiles, etc., are a few examples; N. A. Abdurakhimova, History of Civilizations of Central 
Asia, Vol. VI, p. 137. 
225
  The exchange was run by major bankers and businessmen; N. A. Abdurakhimova, History of 
Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 137. 
226
  Russians colonists also brought modern banking systems to Central Asia. Branches of 
Russian State Bank were opened in all the major towns of Central Asia. There were more than 
40 branches of various commercial banks, for example, branches of Moscow International. 
Bank were opened in Kokand and Bukhara in 1891 and 1892 respectively; N. A. 
Abdurakhimova, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 140 
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War I their number reached to 1,100.
227
 Most of these industries were 
supporting agriculture.  
In the region where cotton was not cultivated, the leading role 
was taken by the industries processing the by-products of animal 
husbandry, especially wool- washing, tanning and gut-cleaning.
228
 In 
the oblasts of Fergana, Samarkand and Syr-Darya there were 63 
tanneries whose improvement was actively promoted by well-known 
commercial firms like G. I. Veksler & K. Pauli, Goldberg Bros. & Co. 
and Louis Zalm.
229
 The firms Kraft Bros., Durschmidt and Stucken 
and Co. engaged in sheep-gut processing exported their products to 
Russia, US and Europe. Branches of these firms were scattered across 
Turkestan and Steppe kray.
230
 As a result Astrakhan‘s annual exports 
rose from 30,000 to 40,000 pelts in the first years of the Russian 
protectorate to 1.8 million on the eve of the First World War; wool 
                                                          
227
  The main reason for this tremendous growth of the industry was the continuous use of some 
traditional practices like cheap work force, manual labour and seasonal activity; N. A. 
Abdurakhimova, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 138. 
228
  For example, up to 60% of all the commercial wool produced came from enterprises in 
Semirechye; N. A. Abdurakhimova, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 138. 
229
  N. A. Abdurakhimova, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 138. 
230
  N. A. Abdurakhimova, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 138. 
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exports rose from 150,000 to 250,000 poods respectively.
231
 In 
Turkestan the cotton-ginning industry in 1913 accounted for 56.5% of 
the total value of gross production (143 million roubles) and in 1915 
there were 30 enterprises of the cotton-seed and oil-pressing industry, 
whose gross output was estimated to have been worth 12.4 million 
roubles.
232
 Following figures (Table. XI) represent the progress in 
industrial output in Central Asian Republics.  
Table. XI 
Gross Output of Industry 
(In million roubles at 1926-27 prices.) 
 1913 1937 1950 
Uzbekistan  269 1668 2800 
Kazakhstan 51 982 1300 
Turkmenistan 30 293 490 
Tajikistan 1 187 450 
Kyrgyzstan 1 170 360 
Source: Soviets in Central Asia, p. 109. 
 
With all that on the eve of October Revolution Central Asian 
heavy industrial base was very bleak rather had barely any major 
industry.
233
 Whatever little it had, was not developed on modern 
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  N. A. Abdurakhimova, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 138. 
232
   N. A. Abdurakhimova, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 137. 
233
   Daniel Pipes, ―The Third World Peoples of Soviet Central Asia‖, available online at 
danielpipes.org 
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lines.
234
 Until now the processing of cotton, leather tanning, wool 
washing, and silk spinning were the major activities.
235
 The sugar 
industry
236
, until now unknown to the people of Central Asia, was 
started by the Russians in the areas near Tashkent.
237
 Likewise in 
1888 silk-worm breeding industry was introduced in Central Asia.
238
 
Russians also started wine and vodka making. In Tashkent alone in 
1910 there were 3 vodka distilleries, 1 wine-making
239
 enterprise and 
4 breweries belonging to the Moscow merchant I. I. Ivanov.
240
 The 
                                                          
234
  Till 1929, the industry in Central Asian Republics was not developed on modern lines. It was 
characterized by untouched natural resources, traditional age old techniques, etc.; W. P. and 
Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, p. 108. 
235
   www.iranicaonline.org 
236
  Survey of Central Asian Scientific Research Institute of the sugar industry had shown that 
there is every possibility of extending the cultivation of sugar beet in Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan 
and Kazakhstan. The beet cultivation in Central Asia was made possible by the 
collectivisation of agriculture, introduction of new techniques, mechanisation of field work, 
use of fertilizers and the irrigation of beet-fields, and that native personnel were trained in 
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan for its cultivation. As a result its cultivation also 
started in Kazakh and Kyrgyz Republics in 1929-30 and during the course of World War II it 
was also cultivated in the areas around Uzbekistan. The institute, also, worked out a cheap 
method of beet preservation by air and sun-drying, for which natural conditions of Central 
Asia were especially suitable; W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, pp. 109-110. 
237
  Gavin Hambly et al, Central Asia, p. 220.  
238
  An Italian, I. Aloizi, who arrived in Turkestan from Corsica in 1888 and built several 
silkworm breeding enterprises in Tashkent, Samarkand, Novy Marghilan and Khujand. Aloizi 
was followed by other: in Novy Marghilan by Yevtikhidhis, Glavkidhis and Kasyanov; in 
Kokand by Sotereadhis, Mandalaka, Valyuli and Elevtoriadhis; in Namangan by Bamanov, 
Ishkhanov, Tumasov and others; N. A. Abdurakhimova, History of Civilizations of Central 
Asia, Vol. VI, p. 138; The ancient silk industry was improved by modern methods of 
inspection and control, and by experimental stations ; Gavin Hambly et al, Central Asia,  p. 
220. 
239
  Grape-growing and wine making proved successful in the area of Samarqand; Gavin Hambly 
et al, Central Asia,  p. 220, 
240
  N. A. Abdurakhimova, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 139 
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production of alcohol led to the appearance of a large number of 
wholesale warehouses, wine cellars, beer shops and other specified 
places for the purpose.
241
 
Under the Soviets,
242
 reforms and creative innovations followed 
in the entire USSR including Central Asia.
243
 To start with, reforms 
were introduced in both agriculture as well as in the industry such as 
land-water reforms and the collectivisation campaign
244
 followed by 
an even distribution of industries over entire Central Asia
245
 along 
with implementation of modern technology.
246
 At the top of all these 
reforms was the nationalisation of every kind of industry (including 
small scale, tiny cottage units and business establishments) and all 
other means of production like, mineral resources, transport and 
communication.
247
 Soviets were conscious of the fact that the 
                                                          
241
  N. A. Abdurakhimova, History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. VI, p. 139 
242
  Russians played the pivotal role in the development of Central Asian energy resources; 
Monica Shepherr, ―Intervention in Central Asia,‖ Perspective, Vol. VII, No. III, January- 
February, 1997, available online at http://www.bu.edu/iscip/vol7/Shepherd.html 
243
  Svat Soucek, A History of Inner Asia, p. 230.  
244
  Imtiyaz ul Haq, Central Asia: Continuity and Change, p. 54. 
245
  Industries were shifted nearer to the sources of raw material. As a result, the industry in 
Central Asia during First Five Year Plan (1928-32) was more than three times than that in 
European Russia;
 
W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, p.109. 
246
  W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, p. 102. 
247
  Imtiyaz ul Haq, Central Asia: Continuity and Change, p. 55. 
82 
 
industrial base in Central Asia (until 1920s) was very weak,
248
 so in 
the first two five year plans (1928-33 & 1933-38) great emphasis was 
put on the growth of broad-based industrial sector in the region.
249
 
Apart from modern and extensive factories for the canning of 
vegetables, fruits and meat, several modern big plants were build for 
the manufacture of cotton  and silk yarns, leather goods of various 
kinds, including footwear, cotton-seed oil and printing under the first, 
second and third five year plans.
250
 Other important economic 
activities included were the production of building materials, 
viticulture, sheep raising, seri-culture, and wine making.
251
 
Between 1928 and the outbreak of World War II industrial 
development accelerated. Thermal and hydro-electric power stations 
                                                          
248
  Before 1917 there was little industry in Tajikistan. The total output in 1917 was a few 
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were built to support industrialisation. Agricultural machinery plants, 
fertilizer plants, and mechanized cotton gins all served the cotton 
industry were established.
252
 However, during the War period (World 
War II) the speed of economic development slowed down in all 
branches of the economy. But the number of industries increased 
further during the period of World War II, when due to threat from 
Nazi advance a good number of industries were relocated from the 
western part of the Soviet Union to Central Asia.
253
 For example, after 
the War, Tajikistan witnessed a shift from the development of the 
light industry to that of the heavy industry.
254
 Power development was 
one of the main things that facilitated the further industrialisation in 
the republic.
255
 In this period republic saw a further improvement in 
industry, including mining, fuel, textile, foodstuffs, and the recovery 
of marshy lands for agriculture and the development of infrastructure 
required for it such as Machine Tractor Stations, tractors, factories and 
                                                          
252
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Hydroelectric stations.
256
 After the conclusion of war, several cotton 
cleaning plants were built in Central Asia which resulted in 
remarkable increase in the cotton cleaning capacity. For example the 
cotton cleaning capacity of Tajikistan
257
 doubled in comparison with 
pre-War level.
258
 As a result in 1950 the industrial output was1.5 
times more than that of the pre-war period and at the same time, 
cotton production rose by 1.7 times than the gross industrial output in 
1955.
259
  The overall growth of industry in Tajikistan is represented in 
the following table (Table. XII). 
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Table. XII 
Output of chief industrial products in Tajikistan 
 1913 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 
Electricity (million kw-hr)   62.1 169.5 1,288.4 3,237.8 3,864.1 4,123.4 
Coal (thousand tones)   28 204 449 854 887 932 
Petroleum and gas condensable (thousand tons)     9.7 30 20 17 181 242 
Natural gas (million cu m.) _ 2.2 0.2 _ 388 496 
Mineral fertilizers (standard units, thousand tons)     252.2 386.7 
Cable products by weight of copper (thousand tons) _ _ _ 1.022 11.652 10.564 
Illumination engineering equipment (thousand  roubles) _ _ _ 34.4 10,532 11,385 
Power transformers (million kV-A) _ _ _ 0.09 1.379 1.851 
Household refrigerators (thousand unit.) _ _ _ _ 129.6 133.9 
Cement (thousand tons) _ _ 17.2 134.2 871.7 992.4 
Prefabricated reinforced-concrete Components (thousand 
cu m) 
_ _ _ 129.2 627.5 809.7 
Asbestos cement pipes, standard (thousand km.) _ _ _ _ 1.113 1.552 
Cotton fibers (thousand tons) 0.600 60.9 71.1 137.4 235.0 258.4 
Cotton textile (million m) _ 0.2 16.6 51.5 99.9 109 
Raw silk (tons) _ 254  233 292 322 363 
Silk fabrics (million) _ 1.6      6 25.8 43.2 49.2 
Carpet and carpet products, pure wool and half wool 
(thousand sq. m) 
_ _ _ 421.1 3226 3727 
Hosiery (million pairs) _ 0.2 1.1 5 25.5 27.8 
Knit underwear (million units) _ 0.465 0.606 3.453 5.684 5.941 
Knit outerwear (million units) _ 0.11 0.51 0.03 3.594 3.670 
Leather footwear (million pairs) _ 0.455 0.769 3.119 6.084 6.759 
Vegetable oil (thousand tons) _   3.5 12.8 40.5 68.8 90.9 
Canned goods (million standard containers ) _ 13.9 30.3 61.3 172.8 221.9 
Grape wine (million decaliters) _ 0.237 0.452 1.102 3.470 3.214 
Source: Archive data supplied by the Central Statistics Board of Tajikistan. 
Although Central Asia was very rich in mineral resources such 
as oil, natural gas, coal, copper, antimony, mercury, sulphur, gold, 
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iron, asbestos, mica, bismuth, radium, arsenic, tungsten, molybdenum 
and precious stones,
260
 but very few of these were exploited and the 
exact magnitude of these resources was not known before coming of 
Russians.
261
 Russian interest in the mineral resources of Central Asia 
dates back to the period of Peter the Great, who sent large expeditions 
up to the Irtysh and Khiva to seek the rumored gold deposits, mining 
of lead and silver deposits began in Altai region in 1784 and in 
Akmolinsk oblasts in 1830s and coal mining in the region of 
Karaganda began in 1850s and copper in Spasskii and Iuspenskii, a 
few years later.
262
 Mining industry began to be developed in the 
regions that had been the pasture lands or winter grass quarters of the 
nomads.
263
 The mining and oil-extraction industries to exploit the rich 
natural mineral resources of Central Asia were relatively larger 
enterprises. The coal mines of the Kizil Kiya joint-stock company, 
Aleksandrov‘s company Shurabskiye Kopi (Shurab mines) and the 
Santo and Chimion oil-fields in Fergana oblast fully cater the needs of 
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the capitalist structure in the Central Asian economy.
264
 In 1907 in 
Fergana oblast, a total of 3,239,079 poods of petroleum were 
extracted, and in 1910 the Chimion joint-stock company
265
 alone 
extracted 1,416,551 poods. Altogether in the mining sector there were 
197 active enterprises which, together with the oilfields, contributed 
almost 18% of the region‘s gross industrial production and employed 
over 70% of the workforce during Tsar period.
266
 
Nevertheless, under Soviet rule, lot of research was done in 
each republic to exploit these resources properly in a planed way. One 
of such expeditions was led by Professor A. Freshman in 1930; the 
expeditions aimed to search Lazurite in the Pamirs.
267
 It is important 
to note that the Lazurite (beautiful bright-blue stone) was hitherto 
obtained only in Afghanistan, and when the location of the Lazurite 
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was discovered in the Pamirs, a camel track was built and six tons of 
the Lazurite was brought down.
268
 
In case of Tajikistan, the Tajik Comprehensive Expedition 
(1932-38) provides the first hand information about the republics 
natural resources.
269
 In the past, Tajikistan like the rest of Central Asia 
was believed to be poor in minerals, but the various geological 
surveys which virtually started in 1926 has shown that the territory of 
the republic contains valuable and extensive deposit of brown-coal, 
lead, zinc, asbestos, mica, corundum, lapis lazuli, potassium salts, 
sulphur, etc.
270
 In addition to it, territory of the republic contains 
deposits of some rare metals such as uranium, radium, arsenic, 
bismuth and gold. In short the advent of soviet power made mineral 
resources of the region available for the use of mankind.
271
 The 
aluminum factory that forms the core of Tajikistan‘s economy today 
dates back to the Soviet period.
272
 Above all, much was done to 
                                                          
268
  W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, p. 107. 
269
  Mohammad Monir Alam, Russia and Tajikistan: Political and Security Relationship, p. 60. 
270
  W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, pp. 176-177. 
271
  W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, p. 177. 
272
  Iraj Bashiri, Tajikistan: An Overview, p. 17. 
89 
 
increase the extraction of coal, oil, gold, non-ferrous metals, rare 
elements and the manufacture of building materials.
273
 
Under Soviets a marked development can be seen especially in 
electric power generating industry. Power generated on the Central 
Asian waters by the construction of power stations, was distributed 
among the republics on the same fair and cooperative principle. 
Electricity generated was essentially used for lighting in cottages of 
Kolkhozes (collective farm) members, their clubs, and schools and to 
thresh the grain, for mills and for other purposes of the rural 
population.
274
 
Since 1917, several Hydroelectric stations have been erected 
but research process in the water power resources began efficiently in 
1926. By 1926 generation of Hydro-electricity also started in 
Uzbekistan.
275
 Some of the largest power generating stations were the 
Nurek Hydroelectric  Power Plant,  the Golovnaia Hydroelectric 
Power Plant with a capacity of 210 megawatts on the river Vakhsh, 
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the Durba Naroda Kairakkum  Hydroelectric Power Plants with 126 
megawatts capacity of power generation ,on Syr-Darya the 
Perepadnaia and Tsentralnia Hydroelectric Power Plant on the Vaksh 
canal, the Varzob Group of Hydroelectric Power Plant, the Dushanbe  
Heat and Electric Power Plant and the Gavan Heat and Electric Power 
Plant.
276
 
As a result, the total output of the power stations increased from 
1.5 million kilowatt-hours in 1932 to 28.1 million kilowatt-hours in 
1937.
277
 Between 1940 and 1980, there was 20-fold increase in 
electric power output in USSR as whole, but in Tajikistan it was 62 
time during the same time period. In 1982 the republics power stations 
were able to produce more than 12.0 million KW of electric power.
 278
 
It was this abundant and cheap electric power, resources and the labor 
force that created a favorable atmosphere for all branches of industry 
and agriculture to flourish.
279
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Transport and Communication 
With the coming of Russians, transportation scene changed very 
fast.
280
 In order to strengthen and consolidate their hold on the 
colonies, Russians put a special emphasis on the development of the 
necessary infrastructure for the purpose of communication. The main 
channels of communication worked out by the Russians included 
water transport, networks of railway lines, main roads, and the 
telegraph and telephone lines.
281
 Although political considerations 
were always there, but the main reason for the development of 
communication infrastructure was only to exploit the riches of the 
Central Asia properly.
282
 
Russians firstly started the construction and development of 
railways in the entire USSR including Central Asia. Because the 
construction of railroads and telegraph proved effective means of 
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controlling the colonies.
283
 Tsars built the railroads particularly to 
execute the military tasks for the territorial expansion and colonisation 
of Central Asia.
284
  Between 1880 and 1906 several railroads came in 
to existence. In this connection mention may be made of the 
Transcaspian military railway from Krasnovodsk bay via Ashkhabad 
(now Ashgabat) and Charju to Samarkand (1888), the Samarkand–
Andijan line, with a branch to Tashkent (1898), the Murghab railway 
from Merv to Kushka (Gushgy, on the border with Afghanistan) 
(1900) and the Orenburg–Tashkent railway (1906).285 The first line 
opened to traffic in 1881, connecting Caspian port Uzun Ada (to be 
shifted in 1894 to Krasnovodsk) with the Turkmen city of Kizil 
Arvat
286
 (this was an army undertaking).
287
 By 1898 this line was 
extended all the way to Tashkent, and in 1906 the line linked this city 
to Orenburg and thus to the rest of the empire, for example, Samara, 
Ryazan, Moscow, and St. Petersburg.
288
 This Orenburg-Tashkent 
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railroad, completed in 1906, further strengthened the links between 
Central Asia and Russia.
289
 In 1913 the total length of railway lines in 
USSR was 58,162 kilometers.
290
 
In order to expand the railway in to the interior of Central Asia 
three big private joint-stock companies were set up: the Fergana 
railway (1912), Semirechie railway (1912) and Bukhara railway 
(1913).
291
 By the beginning of 1917 the overall length of private 
railways was 863 km.
292
 
In case of water transport, several waterways were constructed. 
The Caspian shipping line, set up in the 1840s, was joined by the Aral 
Sea and River Amu Darya flotillas.
293
 
In 1920s an extensive railway system was built by Tsars in the 
regions of Central Asia.
294
 By 1935 it had increased to 84,300 
kilometers and by January 1940 to 95,000 kilometers.
 295
  The 
Turkestan-Siberia railway (Turksib), covering a length of 1,445 
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kilometers was started to be constructed in 1927 and completed by 
May, 1, 1930, was also used for the economic transformation of the 
region. The line runs from Semipalatinsk, through Aina-Bulak, 
Alama-Ata, to Lugo-Vaya, thus linking Siberia with Kazakhstan and 
Central Asia.
296
 In 1913 USSR had 58162 kilometers of railway line 
which rose to 84,300 in 1935 and to 95,000 by 1940.  In Central Asia, 
between 1928 and 1934, the railway network increased in the 
following proportions. Tajikistan, 230%, Kyrgyzstan, 130%, 
Kazakhstan, 103%, Uzbekistan 65%.
297
 
In 1917, the whole of the Tajikistan‘s territory was practically 
without roads. By the end of 1933, the republic had 12,000 kilometers 
of roads suitable for vehicular traffic, out of which 4,800 kilometers 
were automobile roads (some of these motor roads were as long as107 
kilometers such as Yausi-Bazar-Charm road, or 700 kilometers like 
Osh-Khorog road).
298
 Railroads also were built during this period like 
the old terminus Termez to Stalinabad, the capital, covering a distance 
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of 200 kilometers and the capital was also connected by airlines with 
Termez and Kangan and then river traffic too developed much better 
than the pre-revolution days.
299
 During and after war years main stress 
was laid on the building of roads, railways and canals as well as the 
principle fields of new construction in industry.
300
 Following table 
(Table. XIII) shows development of transport from 1922 to 1981. 
Table. XIII 
The Length of various Modes of Transport in Union Republics (at 
the end of the year: in thousand Kilometers) 
 The length of the 
Railway line 
belonging to the 
ministry of transport. 
The length of the internal 
water transport commu-
nication for shipping lines. 
The length of the 
roads with hard 
surface. 
1922 1940 1981 1922 1940 1981 1922 1940 1981 
USSR 71.9 106.1 142.8 53.9 08.9 140.0 19.6 143.4 977.0 
Uzbek SSR  1.41   1.91   3.46   0.6   1.3     0.8  0.03     4.3   57.5 
Kirgiz SSR  0.02   0.22   0.37   0.3   0.6     0.6  0.00     1.2   18.0 
Tajik SSR  0.11   0.25   0.47   0.1   0.2     0.2  0.00     0.9   13.8 
Turkmen SSR  1.67   1.75   2.12   0.5   0.7     1.1 0.00     0.5   15.6 
Source: Shiela Gujral, Asian Republics: U.S.S.R, p. 72. 
 
During this period, a number of industrial plants with 
approximately two million people from the areas threatened with the 
enemy occupation, were transferred to Central Asia.
301
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B) Social Development  
After the Russian occupation of Central Asia the religious institutions 
and their practices like Islam, the Shari’ah, Waqaf, and traditional 
education, and the general way of life were not interfered unless in 
direct conflict with Russians interests.
302
 However, from the middle of 
19
th
 century Russians began to come closer to their subjects in Central 
Asia, by teaching them through Russian language and culture (and 
Kazakhs were the first to receive such things).
303
 As a result, the 
culture of the Russian people
304
 was adopted by the locals through the 
process of acculturation.
305
  
Education 
In the social sphere education has a pivotal role to play. Social up 
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gradation of a society comes through new ideas and thoughts which in 
turn are carried through the channel of education. And the case of 
Central Asia was not different. Tsars did little to improve the socio-
economic conditions of the people in Central Asia. However, the fact 
that they introduced the modern education in Central Asia cannot be 
denied. In the first half of the 19
th
 century Russian-native schools 
were established in Kazakhstan with an objective to Russianize the 
culture of the people living there in. Thus education was used as an 
instrument to strengthen the control over the colony and to exploit its 
riches accordingly. In 1820 educational institutions on Russian pattern 
began to be opened in the Central Asia to impart modern education.
306
 
In these schools, instruction was given in native language along with 
courses in Russian.
307
 This process of setting up bilingual schools was 
further intensified in 1884 and by the year 1915, there were more than 
90 such schools in the entire Turkestan.
308
 Tashkent which had a 
system of education before the coming of the Russians, had as many 
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as 5,000 Muslim schools and 400 madrasas by the end of 19
th
 
century.
309
 
Even though the people of Central Asia were not much attracted 
towards the modern education initially but the situation changed for 
good by the end of 19
th
 century.
310
 This trend was supported by some 
Muslim adherents of jadidism such as a Crimean Tatar, Ismail bey 
Gasprin, who started a new method of schooling (Jadidism) that was 
aimed to support the modern education. The first jadid school was 
established in Tashkent in 1901 and by the efforts of the adherents of 
movement their number by 1914 rose to over a hundred.
311
 
After the establishment of Soviet rule, reforms and creative 
innovations followed in the entire USSR including Central Asia.
312
 
State and education in Central Asia were separated from the religion; 
the Waqf lands were liquidated, Shari’ah and Adal laws were replaced 
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by the civil Soviet code of laws.
313
 Accordingly a shift was made in 
the education sector from religious education to that of western 
methodology and scientific subjects.
314
 The introduction of a new 
alphabet based on Russian script played an important role in the 
development of education.
315
 It proved instrumental in indigenous 
group‘s homogenisation in education not only in Central Asia but in 
the entire USSR.
316
 In the former USSR the process of education of 
ethnic minorities and indigenous groups was facilitated by the 
imposition of standardized institutional structures on the local 
traditions and cultures.
317
 A network of ―ABC Schools‖ was created to 
teach the basics of literacy.
318
 Within a few years the rate of literacy 
increased especially due to broad ―Campaigns to eradicate 
illiteracy‖.319 Spread of general education was the most urgent task 
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undertaken by the Soviets.
320
 In 1923, at the 12
th
 Congress of 
Communist Party of the USSR, Stalin had stressed the need to take 
urgent steps to attend the cultural and economic inequalities among 
the people of USSR and laid it down as a first priority of the Party and 
the Government to take ―every possible step to create industrial 
centers in the culturally backward areas…‖.321  
Teaching specialists were brought either from Russia or from 
the other parts of Central Asia like Uzbekistan to assist the native 
people in the process of education. For example the University of 
Tashkent trained the personnel to carry the scientific and scientific-
pedagogical education in Tajikistan and thousands of Tajiks received 
training in higher educational institutes and factories of the RSFSR, 
Ukraine and Trans-Caucasia.
322
  
In Tajikistan, several elementary as well as secondary schools 
and higher educational institutes were established between 1917 and 
1939. By 1949, as many as 3,000 primary and secondary schools, 40 
                                                          
320
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secondary and higher technical institutions
323
 and a State Tajik 
University were established.
324
 Moreover, a number of scientific 
institutions were established with the aid of and under the supervision 
of the Tajik branch of the Academy of Science of the USSR. In the 
process of spreading education in Tajikistan the leading role was 
played by the Tajik Scientific Research Institute of Pedagogical 
Sciences, Tajik University of Dushanbe and Pedagogical Institutes of 
Kulyab and Leninabad.
325
 The process of spreading vocational and 
professional education began with the establishment of the first 
industrial school in 1927 at the oilfields of SANTO. By 1980, more 
than 25,500 Tajik students were studying in the vocational technical 
schools at the state Vocational Technical Education System of the 
USSR.
326
 
                                                          
323
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capital city was instituted with a pedagogical institute with departments of language, literature 
and agricultural biology; Mohammad Monir Alam, Russia and Tajikistan: Political and 
Security Relationship, p. 60. 
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The development of natural and technical sciences led to the 
fulfillment of Central Asia‘s socio-economic objectives. To this end, 
several research institutes were established. For example in Tajikistan 
several institutions, both vocational as well as academic, were set up 
such as the Academy of Sciences of the Tajik SSR (1951), the 
Institute of Geology of the Academy of Sciences of the Tajik SSR 
(1941), the Institute of Seismic Resistant Construction and 
Seismology of the Academy of Sciences, the Institute of Economics 
(1964), the Scientific Research Institute of Economics and 
Economical Mathematical Planning methods (1971), the Tajik 
Scientific Research Institute of Farming of the Tajik SSR, the Institute 
of Astro-Physics of the Academy of Sciences (1958), Physical 
Engineering Institute (1964), the Institute of Mathematics (1973), the 
Institute of Chemistry (1951), the Medical Institute (1955), the Tajik 
Geographical Society (1953) the Institute of Farming, the Institute of 
Live-stock Raising  and the Dushanbe Institute of Epidemiology and 
Hygiene (1955), etc. were setup in the republic.
327
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Russian became the principle official language of all the five 
republics of Central Asia. As a result Russian developed as a second 
language of the people of Central Asia, which is shown in the table 
(Table. XIV). 
Table. XIV 
Russian as 2
nd
 Language of the Central Asian Peoples (1979 in %) 
Kazakhs 52.3% 
Uzbeks 49.3% 
Tajiks 29.6% 
Turkmens 25.4% 
Kirgiz 29.4% 
Source: Narodnoye Khozyaistove CCCP v 1982g., Moscow, 1983, pp. 23-24. 
The literacy rate in the entire Central Asia in 1913 varied from 
1 to 2.3% of the natives. It was this low level of literacy that 
prevented the people of Central Asia from the adequate Duma 
franchise and representation in the Tsarist Government by the 
constitution of January 3, 1907.
328
  In 1917, in Tajikistan, only 0.5% 
of the population could read and write the modern education; bulk of 
the people was engaged in stock-breeding.
329
 In order to eradicate the 
illiteracy, an extra ordinary commission on illiteracy liquidation was 
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established in 1920s.
330
 Consequently there was an increase in literacy 
level from 3.3% (of the population in the age group of 9-49) in 1926 
to 82.8% in 1939.
331
 In the 9
th
 Five Year Plan (1971-75) middle level 
education was made compulsory.
332
 By 1980, the literacy rate has 
reached 99.8% among men and 99.4% among women (average 
literacy rate was 99.6%).
333
 However, Tajikistan remained much poor 
in secondary and higher education.
334
 
Education at primary level became compulsory; however, at 
University and academic research institutions it was facilitated and 
encouraged. The number of school going children increased 
enormously in all republics. During the period of Second Five Year 
Plan (1932-37), the number of school going children (elementary, 
continuation and secondary) increased from 103,000 to 184,000 in 
Turkmenistan, from 644,000 to 932,000 in Uzbekistan, from 125,000 
to 221,000 in Tajikistan, from 576,000 to 1,022,000 in Kazakhstan 
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and from 146,000 to 265,000 in Kyrgyzstan.
335
 The number of the 
students attending universities and other higher educational institutes 
rose from 18,200 in 1932 to 34,500 in 1937 in all the five republics.
336
 
In the same manner the number of students studying in technical 
colleges rose from 29,400 in 1932 to 48,800 in 1937 in all the Central 
Asian republics.
 337
  
And in the post World War II, industries developed and the 
level of education was made to rise further by opening many more 
schools.
338
 Therefore the literacy rate rose from 67% in 1939 to 76.3% 
in 1945 in the republics (it varied from 75% in Tajikistan to from 90 
to nearly 100% in other republic).
339 
Printing Press 
No printing press existed in Central Asia at the time of Russian 
conquest; however, printing became widespread in the region by 
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1917.
340
 Efforts to enlighten people took other forms as well such as 
the periodical press (for example the newspaper ―Terjuman‖ 
published in Crimean city of Backhchesarai by Gasprinsiky from 
1815-1914).
341
 Kazakh intellectuals in Orenburg in 1912 started the 
publication of the newspaper called Kazakh.
342
 By 1949, 64 
newspapers, with a circulation of 270,000, mostly in Tajik, Uzbek and 
Kyrgyz languages, were published.
343
 Many newspaper, magazines 
and books in Tajik and Russian language were also published in the 
capital.
344
 The press catered fully the need of the different 
nationalities. 
Until 1914 no newspaper in any of the native language of the 
republics was published. In 1924, newspapers, periodicals and books 
began to be published in all the five languages of the republics.
345
 And 
in 1932, there were as many as 296 newspapers and in 1932, 718 with 
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most of them in native languages.
346
 What all this was aimed to create 
literary tastes besides spreading Soviet cultural and political thought 
aimed to socio-economic order. 
Cultural Development 
This social development in turn led to the cultural development of 
what was known as backward Central Asia.
347
 Soviet period in Central 
Asia witnessed new development in art, music, culture and 
literature.
348
 For example in 1940 in Kazakhstan more than 990 
million roubles were allocated for social and cultural development of 
the region.
349
 In Tajikistan in 1944 the first volumes of Tajik-Russian 
and Russian-Tajik dictionaries, among others were published by one 
of the institutions of the Academy of Science (Tajik branch).
350
 Tajik 
folk-tales and a fine collection of new works entitled ―Peoples Poets 
in Wartime‖ and the like were also published.351 During the course of 
the Great Patriotic War (1941-1945), much of literature was written 
                                                          
346
  W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, p. 114. 
347
  W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, p. 109. 
348
  ―March of Freedom‖ (1918) authored by Aini (the founder of the Tajik literature) was the first 
literary work in Tajikistan; Mohammad Monir Alam, Russia and Tajikistan: Political and 
Security Relationship, p. 61. 
349
   W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, p. 134. 
350
  W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, p. 186. 
351
  W. P. and Zelda K. Coats, Soviets in Central Asia, p. 186. 
108 
 
against fascism. In 1960s and 1970s, the Tajik literature developed a 
broader outlook with international orientation.
352
 After the World War 
II the Tajik literature contributed much in social change in the 
republic.
353
 Some of the important Tajik writers were Pairaw 
Sulaimoni (1899-1953), Mukhamedzhan Raklimi (1901-1968), 
Mukhiddin Amin Zade (1904-1966), Abdul Kasim Lakhuti (1887-
1957) and Mirzo Tursum-Zade (1911-1977).
354
 
 In the field of performing art, national theaters for the first time 
in their history were set; Stalinabad now boasted several theaters: the 
Tajik state theater of Opera and Ballet, the Lakhuti Dramatic Theatre, 
the Russian Mayakovski Theatre and a Theatre of Musical Comedy.
355
 
By 1949 the Tajik drama, music and art had developed much and was 
appreciated not only within the republic but was also famous in the 
entire USSR.
356
 The capital also possessed picture galleries, cinemas, 
                                                          
352
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a state Philharmonic Orchestra, and theatrical and musical schools.
357
 
Besides there were other arts practiced in the republic like carpet 
making, gold and silver embroidery and jewelry making.
358
  
Empowerment of Women 
Tsars interfered little in the religious practices of the people of Central 
Asia.
359
 Central Asian family was of patriarchal type in which father 
was to be followed by all the members of the family in all domestic 
matters. However, woman in mother‘s role maintained her home in a 
way that suited her. Their contact with males was limited, even in 
joint families they could hardly meet freely with their relatives like 
cousins etc. She always went veiled outside her home.
360
 
Nevertheless, the women of nomads and semi nomads enjoyed 
freedom into personal lives for they contributed much in everyday 
economy, they went out unveiled and could interact freely with men 
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folk.
361
 The people of these regions would practice polygamy, women 
would cover their faces in the presence of men and husbands would 
never allow their wives to be treated by the male doctors.
362
 Overall 
the women were held in high esteem. 
 Along with economic and social developments, Central Asia 
witnessed visible change in the liberation of women during the Soviet 
period. As a part of the Soviet policy to Russianize the people of 
Central Asia through the development of nationality cultures, Soviets 
gave special emphasis in the Muslim areas to emancipate women. In 
this context marriage age was raised to eighteen, polygamy was 
almost abolished, and the marriage without the consent of the couple 
and bride price was declared a crime.
 363
 Education in particular was 
pivotal in bringing changes in the social field.
364
 What she acquired 
was equal and active role in the society through the opportunity of 
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education
365
 and employment. For example, in Tajikistan by the end 
of 1930s, she was allotted land and worked equally with men in the 
process of production and by 1980, they contributed 39% of the total 
workforce of the republic. Even some women like Nizoramah 
Zifarova, Makufrial Karimova, Anzorit Rakhimora and Hamrah 
Tashirora held high offices.
366
 The educational change, however, was 
not brought in one go. Since the women in Central Asia, in particular 
in Tajikistan were more from orthodox culture. They therefore did not 
accept the change at once. Before the World War II no significant 
change was visible but in the post- war period women started to attend 
schools at primary level. Even though until 1970s their attendance 
remained low in the secondary and higher educational institutes
367
 but 
since due to the increase in number of attaining modern education, 
women attained larger proportions in the employment outside home 
and this resulted accepting modern education as a means of change, 
                                                          
365
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both for economic reasons as well as for socio-cultural milieu.
368
 The 
statistical figures also suggest the same as in the table (Table. XV) 
below. 
Table. XV 
Level of Education of Men and Women (Tajikistan). 
Per 1000 population of the respective sex with education. 
Years  Higher and Secondary 
(complete & 
incomplete) 
 
Higher 
Out of which 
Secondary 
Total population 
of 10 years and 
above 
Men Women Men Women Men Women 
1939 53  25 4 1 49 24 
1959 381 275 19 12 362 263 
1970 471 374 39 20 432 354 
1979 625 534 64 35 561 499 
Population engaged in Economy      
1939 55 30 5 3 50 27 
1959 424 385 26 21 398 364 
1970 633 566 64 42 569 524 
1979 801 736 103 62 698 674 
Source: Shiela Gujral, Asian Republics: U.S.S.R, p. 48. 
In this endeavor the Soviet authorities encouraged, through 
various incentives, the (Muslim) women in Central Asia to come out 
of the traditional seclusion and the customary veils,
369
 and it resulted 
into an increase in the women working outside their homes. However, 
                                                          
368
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the house hold work/labour and the care of child and infants, to a large 
extent, hurdled them to take strenuous or non-strenuous jobs and thus 
denying them equality with the men folk in employability. More so in 
case of Tajikistan this was more evident. The opening of 
kindergartens and relaxed pre-neonatal and post- neonatal leaves with 
full salaries, introduced by Soviets, made it easier for such women to 
take part in economic development of their families. 
The constitution of the Soviet Union laid restrictions on heavy 
and underground work and work in dangerous conditions for women, 
besides limits were put on working over time, night shifts and sent on 
business trips. Such provisions helped women to work on higher 
positions as well, as, for example, during the concluding years of the 
20
th
 century, out of 482 private enterprises of Khujand, women 
occupied 25% of legal and senior management posts.
370
 
An important development they also occupied policy making 
positions as in 1970s, there were 123 women in the Tajik Supreme 
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Soviet out of its total members of 350.
371
 And in 1980 one-third of all 
deputies of Supreme Soviet of Tajikistan were women.
372
 In 1981 as 
many as 20.5% of the members of the CPSU of Tajikistan were 
women.
373
 Despite such achievements and education and economic 
independence, women in Tajikistan accepted crucial decisions made 
by men in domestic affairs because of their traditional customary 
situation prevalent in the society. This was in spite of the fact they 
were encouraged to throw out the veil and play an active role in 
economic and political life of the community.
374
 
Conclusion 
The conquest of Central Asia by Russian Empire was purely for 
colonial expansion. The focus was, therefore, to turn Central Asia in 
to a supplier of raw-cotton needed by the industries of main-land 
Russia. And for that they also encouraged Slav immigrants who came 
there in thousands. Besides, certain irrigation developments, seed 
improvements, rotation and mixing of crop, maneuvering were 
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introduced to increase the productivity. The Sovietisation but changed 
the course of things in economic transformation. The exploitation of 
resources was meant to increase the growth of the commodities on 
one hand while on the other it was also meant to make Soviet Union a 
strong economy of the globe; both on these accounts the Soviets 
succeeded. Inter alia it means that during the Soviet period the well 
being of the inhabitants in Central Asia, both natives and immigrants, 
changed for good. The introduction of an education system was aimed 
to produce skilled class of people required by different sections of 
economy; be they in agricultural industries, mineral industries, textile 
industries, or in socio-economic sectors like health, education, etc. 
Even though the Russian immigrants took most of the administrative 
jobs or supervisory ones in various other industries yet the natives 
were almost equally benefitted.  
Although Russians influenced almost every sector of the 
economy in Central Asia but their visible impact in the beginning was 
more pronounced in the agricultural sector. The reforms in the 
agricultural sector began to take place during the Tsarist period, but 
116 
 
their magnitude as well as the area of influence increased during the 
Soviet period. And as far as the reforms in the agricultural sector are 
concerned, the visible changes can be seen from the First Five Year 
Plan (1928-1932) onwards. 
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Chapter III 
REASONS OF RUSSIAN EMIGRATION 
Introduction 
The unexpected fall of Soviet Union left ethnic Russians, outside 
Russia with many questions and concerns. Many of them emigrated to 
Russia from the erstwhile Soviet Union, for better conditions there. 
Before we discuss the reasons for this out-migration let us understand 
their broad reasons. For the out- migration disintegration of Soviet 
Union- a state created on the ideology of Communism was one of the 
reasons. In addition there were economic
1
, political, socio-cultural, 
reasons besides the failure of Communism to keep the Soviet Union 
together. The out-migration of Russians from Central Asia to Russia 
began in the 1970s as internal labour migration shifted in the wake of 
better job opportunities. It accelerated tremendously after 1991, and 
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118 
 
touched its highest mark in 1994, as a response to the relative 
economic prosperity of Russia at that time.
2
 Thus the improved 
standard of living in Russia and the desire to return to their cultural 
homeland were some major issues that concerned people to shift to 
Russia. On the other hand the natives of Central Asian states left their 
places of jobs and returned to their respective ethnic-linguistic stocks 
on the ground of nationalism, independence as well as for fear of 
future, livelihood, etc.
3
 
Between 1990 and 2003, Russia received more than 10 million 
people,
4
 of which more than half were ethnic Russians (60%) or 
belonged to peoples with national autonomous status in Russia 
(Tatars, Bashkirs, etc.).
5
 Among Central Asian republics Tajikistan 
became the first to emigrate the ethnic Russians because of the 
difficult conditions caused by the Civil War there; followed by 
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Kyrgyzstan where the transition to a market economy initiated by 
Bishkek impoverished rural areas resulted in a considerable loss of the 
ethnic Russians.
6
 Disintegration of the Union was the major reason 
itself for migration of people from one area to other.
7
 
Magnitude of Migration 
Alone in 1990s more than half of the Russians out migrated from 
Central Asia to Russia
8
 and by now more than 4.5 million people have 
out migrated from Central Asia
9
 and most of them were Russians 
(70%).
10
 From 1989 to 2002 the number of those Central Asian 
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nationals who settled down in Russia legally and permanently rose 
from 882,000 to 963,000.
11
 
Numerically Kazakhstan ranks highest in emigration of non-
natives in the entire Commonwealth of Independent States.
12
 From 
Kazakhstan 728,000 Slavs left between 1989 and 1996
13
 and by 2006 
there were less than four million Russians living there
14
 and many 
more, about 47.4%, were willing to leave Kazakhstan.
15
 This out 
migration in Uzbekistan was mostly of Slavs rather than of Russians 
as 300,000 Germans, left Kazakhstan in 1993.
16
 
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan experienced large scale out-
migration of Russians as compared to the remaining states of Central 
Asia.
17
 From Tajikistan almost 100,000 Russians left soon after 
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  The emigration in Kazakhstan reached highest in 1994 with nearly 500,000 people leaving the 
country including 300,000 Russians; Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 3-6. 
13
  Between 1989 and 1996 the Russian population in Kazakhstan declined by 9.8%, that is, 
678,000 heads; Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 94. 
14
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 3. 
15
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 94. 
16
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 94. 
17
  Recording of United States Information Agency (USIA) Office of Research in Kazakhstan, 
alarming number of those who are in jobs are reported non-payment of wages or joblessness; 
Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 101. 
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February 1990
18
 when in Dushanbe violent confrontations occurred.
19
 
By the end of 1992 some 150,000 Russian and other Russian speaking 
people (Ukrainian, Korean, German) left Tajikistan.
20
 Before the 
eruption of Civil War in Tajikistan, there were about half a million 
Russian and Russian speakers in Tajikistan, but by 1996 only half of 
them remained.
21
 Tajik Civil War compelled many Russians and other 
Europeans to emigrate out of its fear and as a result Russians who 
contributed 7.6% (388,000) in 1989 in Tajikistan were mere 1.1% 
(68,200) by 2000.
22
  
The number of Russians in Kyrgyzstan fell from 916,500 in 
1989 to 720,000 in 1995.
23
 This number further decreased to 603,000 
in 1999 and to approximately 500,000 in 2006.
24
 Between 1990 and 
1994 200,000 Russians out-migrated from Kyrgyzstan.
25
 Here the 
                                                          
18
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 94. 
19
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 5. 
20
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 94. 
21
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 94. 
22
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 95; Sebastien Peyrouse has 
put their number in 2000 as 68,000 (1%); Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 5. 
23
   In Kyrgyzstan almost 100,000 Russians left in 1993 alone; Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional 
Papers, p. 6. 
24
  From 1991 to 2006 Kyrgyzstan alone lost 600,000 inhabitants of which more than half were 
the ethnic Russians; Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 4. 
25
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 98; Between 1989 and 1991 
150,000 Russians left the republic; Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 4. 
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primary reason for the out-migration was economic because a 
significant number of Russians worked there in agriculture.
26
 
Following table (Table. XVI) expresses the situation that arose in 
Central Asia from 1990 onwards. 
Table. XVI 
Population change among Slavs in Central Asia, 1989-1996. 
 Population by nationality Change from 1989 to 1996 
 % thousands % Total Of which 
 1989 1996 1989 1996   Net 
increase 
Net 
migration 
Uzbekistan 100.0 100.0 19,905 23,007 15.6 1,102 3,823 -721 
Russians 8.3 5.6 1,653 1,280 -22.6 -374 -11 -363 
Ukrainians 0.8 0.6 153 134 -12.6 -19 -2 -17 
Belarusians 0.1 0.1 29 22 -24.8 -7 0 -8 
Turkmenistan 100.0 100.0 3,523 4,198 19.2 675 687 -12 
Russians 9.5 6.6 334 278 16.8 -56 -1 -55 
Tajikistan 100.0 100.0 5109 5884 15.2 775 1,040 -266 
Russians 7.6 3.4 388 199 -48.9 -190 -2 -188 
Kyrgyzstan 100.0 100.0 4,290 4,545 5.9 255 626 -371 
Russians 21.4 15.6 917 707 -22.8 -209 -10 -41 
Ukrainians 2.5 1.6 108 73 -32.4 -35 -3 -5 
Belarusians 0.2 0.1 9 7 -26.0 -2 0 0 
Kazakhstan 100.0 100.0 16,536 16,544 0.0 8 1321 -1313 
Russians 37.7 33.9 6,228 5,615 -9.8 -613 62 -678 
Ukrainians 5.4 4.8 896 797 -11.0 -99 7 -100 
Belarusians 1.1 1.0 183 167 8.6 16 4 -12 
Source: Tim Heleniak, “The Changing Nationality Composition of the Central Asia and 
Transcaucasian states”, Post-Soviet Geography and Economics, Vol. 38, No. 6, 1997, pp. 369-75. 
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  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 99. 
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Uzbekistan alone lost 170,000 Russians in 1992-93 and 
200,000 in 1993-94.
27
 Between 1992 and 1996 Central Asia accounted 
59% of its net migrations to Russia, of which 25% was from 
Uzbekistan alone.
28
  
Turkmenistan in 1989 contained 9.5% Russians (334,000) 
which in 1995 had shrank to 6.7% and in 2006 it had further 
decreased to just 2% of the total population.
29
 
Disintegration of USSR  
There was internal conflict or rather inherent conflict in the policies of 
USSR. Since USSR was framed as an ideological state based on non-
religiosity of communism yet in spite of vigorous campaign of the 
state many times it failed. Similarly Socialism based on Marxism 
could not develop the way it should have as political order remained 
in few hands during the 70 years of the life of the Union.
30
 
Accordingly the common people were not part of those who were the 
                                                          
27
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 6. 
28
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, pp. 94-95. 
29
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 5. 
30
  Sean Sayers, “Marxism and actually existing Socialism”, University of Kent, available online 
at http://www.kent.ac.uk/secl/philosophy/articles/sayers/existingsocialism.pdf; Anders Åslund 
and Martha Brill Olcott, “Russia After Communism”, available online at 
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/files/Russia_After_Communism_Intro.pdf  
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“decision-makers” and social developments, therefore, were found to 
be suffering as compared to the earlier years of the history of the 
Union.
31
 It was also because the economic depression was found in 
the Union after 1970s when economic growth was not at par with that 
of markets outside.
32
 This slide saw people finding it difficult to stay 
in jobs they were engaged earlier. Accordingly many industries started 
to become sick forcing professionals and labroures to shift from one 
place to other
33
 giving rise to migration within the state. 
There were many reasons for the disintegration of USSR mostly 
because after the 1970s the Union could not keep pace with the 
developmental process- a reality that was achieved after the World 
War II.
34
 Besides the economic failures the political structures also 
                                                          
31
  The system of Socialism was an elite oriented toward militarism in which commoc people 
were not given personal freedom. They were treated like serfs and slaves as they were offered 
the necessities of food, shelter, clothing, transportation and medical care but little else; Silicon 
Valley and Tornado Alley, “The Economic Collapse of the Soviet Union”, Department of 
Economics, San José State University, USA, available online at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/watkins/sovietcollapse.htm 
32
  Victor Perlo, “The Economic and Political Crisis in the USSR”, Marxism-Leninism Today, 
available online at http://mltoday.com/essential-resources/us-classics/the-economic-and-
political-crisis-in-the-ussr-146.htm 
33
  http://mltoday.com//index2.php?option=com_content&do_pdf=1&id=146 
34
  Kathryn Stoner-Weiss and Michael McFaul, Domestic and International Influences on the 
Collapse of the Soviet Union (1991) and Russia’s Initial Transition to Democracy (1993), 
Working Paper, No. 108, Center on Democracy, Development, and The Rule of Law Freeman 
Spogli Institute for International Studies, March 2009, p. 4. 
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started to fail to live up to the expectation of the people. The 
dissatisfactions of its citizens,
35
 nationalist movements in Eastern 
Europe and Asia,
36
 rivalry between power hungry political leaders,
37
 
etc. were other major reasons that facilitated the process of 
disintegration. 
Since the polity and administration was managed for around 70 
years by the same set of persons of the Communist party,
38
 the 
political elite in many cases had grown corrupt and thus inefficient.
39
 
It gave rise to rivalry, dissension and animosity among the constituent 
                                                          
35
  Sener Akturk, “15 Years after the “Collapse” of Soviet Socialism: The Role of Elite Choices, 
Class Conflict, and a Critique of Modernization Theory”, Berkeley Program in Soviet and 
Post-Soviet Studies, Institute of Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies, UC Berkeley, p. 
14, 28, available online at http://iseees.berkeley.edu/bps/publications/2008_02-akturk.pdf 
36
  USSR experienced a nationalist mobilization (nationalist movements) in the Baltic, the 
Transcaucasus, Ukraine and Moldova from 1989-90; Mark R. Beissinger, “Nationalism and 
the Collapse of Soviet Communism”, Contemporary European History Contemporary 
European History, Vol. XVIII, No. III, Cambridge University Press, Printed in the United 
Kingdom, 2009. 
37
  Dmitriy Gershenson and Herschel I. Grossman, “Cooption and Repression in the Soviet 
Union”, Russell Sage Foundation Working Paper #163, November 2000, p. 4, available online 
at 
http://www.russellsage.org/sites/all/files/u4/Gershenson%20%26%20Grossman_Cooption%2
0and%20Repression%20in%20the%20Soviety%20Union.pdf 
38
  Hukam Chand Jain and Krishna Chandra Mathur, A History of the Modern World (1500-
2000A.D.) (6
th
 Ed), Jain Prakashan Mandir, Jaipur, India, 2010, p. 531. 
39
  Dmitriy Gershenson and Herschel I. Grossman, “Cooption and Repression in the Soviet 
Union”, Russell Sage Foundation Working Paper #163, November 2000, pp. 4, 14-15, 
available online at 
http://www.russellsage.org/sites/all/files/u4/Gershenson%20%26%20Grossman_Cooption%2
0and%20Repression%20in%20the%20Soviety%20Union.pdf 
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republics and their power hungry political leaders.
40
 Many of this 
political leadership had not risen from the peoples directly and 
accordingly initiatives taken for the country and people were not 
always carried forward with enthusiasm. For example Gorbachev’s 
political restructuring was not fully supported by the Communist 
Party.
41
 The Party was constantly putting pressure on the central 
leadership on various accounts and this was one of the weakening 
factor for the union government.
42
 Gorbachev sought to modernize 
and streamline the Communist Party through the introduction of his 
policies of “Glasnost” (openness) and “Perestroika” (restructuring of 
economics and bringing in social reform),
43
 but since his schemes 
failed to bring in any substantial change in economic downfall of the 
country thus the basic and fundamental reasons for Communism to 
                                                          
40
  Robert Dodge, “Russia Repositions Itself Within Europe: Making A Virtue Out If 
Necessity?”, available online at http://aei.pitt.edu/6480/1/001311_1.PDF; 
http://www.answers.com/topic/union-of-soviet-socialist-republics; www.country-
data.com/cgi-bin/query/r-12406.html 
41
  Peter J. Boettke, Why Perestroika Failed: The Politics and Economics of Socialist 
Transformation, Routledge, New York, 1993, p. 76; Laura Cummings, “Gorbachev’s 
Perestroika and the Collapse of the Soviet Union”, available online at 
http://www.lagrange.edu/resources/pdf/citations/2012/08_Cummings_History.pdf 
42
  Peter J. Boettke, Why Perestroika Failed: The Politics and Economics of Socialist 
Transformation, p. 43. 
43
  Gorbachev did not want to end Communism but to replace the existing system (Stalinist) with 
a socialist one which was humane and democratic in nature; Norman Lowe, Mastering 
Modern World History”, Macmillan Press Ltd., India, 1997, p. 333. 
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sustain became increasingly difficult in the wake of Western 
onslaught of market economy.
44
 The application of Glasnost and 
Perestroika however brought certain important socio–political 
changes, like Bukharin
45
 was set free and declared innocent of all 
crimes, important political events like the 19
th
 Party Conference in 
1988 and the first session of the new Congress of People’s Deputies in 
1989 were televised,
46
 press was given freedom to publicize the 
inefficiency and corruption which the government until now used to 
stamp out, public opinion was allowed to be publicized to mobilize 
support for new policies.
47
 Such political decisions were bold enough 
in a country where everything was done inside the iron curtain. These 
moves should virtually strengthen the government and so the country 
but then there were outside factors which gave fillip to succession 
                                                          
44
  Peter J. Boettke, Why Perestroika Failed: The Politics and Economics of Socialist 
Transformation, pp. 35, 55, 75-78. 
45
  Bukharin was disgraced and executed in 1930s during the Stalin period; Peter J. Boettke, Why 
Perestroika Failed: The Politics and Economics of Socialist Transformation, p. 90; Grover 
Furr and Vladimir L. Bobrov, Stephen Cohen’s Biography of Bukharin: A Study in the 
Falsehood of Khrushchev-Era “Revelations” available online at 
http://clogic.eserver.org/2010/furr.pdf 
46
  The secessionist states were encouraged by the anti-Communist powers of the West like 
America; Hukam Chand Jain and Krishna Chandra Mathur, A History of the Modern World 
(1500-2000A.D.) (6
th
 Ed), p. 531. 
47
  Glasnost was encouraged provided nobody criticized the Party itself; Peter J. Boettke, Why 
Perestroika Failed: The Politics and Economics of Socialist Transformation, pp. 13, 24. 
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movements. One was that Communism started to fail in Eastern 
Europe in late 80s on various accounts
48
- the main being the Soviet 
Union started to lose control of this region because of her own 
inherent problems. Second was that after losing control in Eastern 
Europe, the disintegration was given a serious thought by Soviet 
leaders and as a result secession of Baltic States
49
 opened a way for 
other states to follow. The eagerness of leaders like Boris Yeltsin to 
be supreme in Russia brokered his power for disintegration of 
USSR.
50
 The constituent republics thus became eager to attain the 
freedom and became themselves Supremes- in Caucasus, Georgia, 
Ukraine and in Central Asia.
51
 
On the economic front, Soviet Union had built a new economic 
order based on Socialism soon after its formation.
52
 This was further 
strengthened after the World War II as Soviet economy was badly 
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  Peter J. Boettke, Why Perestroika Failed: The Politics and Economics of Socialist 
Transformation, p. 193. 
49
  Peter J. Boettke, Why Perestroika Failed: The Politics and Economics of Socialist 
Transformation, pp. 2, 39. 
50
  Peter J. Boettke, Why Perestroika Failed: The Politics and Economics of Socialist 
Transformation, p. 45. 
51
  en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dissolution_of_the_Soviet_Union 
52
  David M. Kotz, “Sustaining Socialism: Lessons from the Soviet and Chinese Experience”, 
paper was written for the Tenth Conference of North American and Cuban Philosophers and 
Social Scientists, Havana, Cuba, June 1998, p. 2. 
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hurt by the war.
53
 The war also allowed Soviet Union to compete with 
US and literally splited the globe in two- the US camp based on 
Capitalism and Soviet camp based on Socialism. Since there was war 
between the two economies,
54
 the tightly controlled Soviet economy 
was not able to compete with the free-market economy of the 
Capitalist block. The western countries made huge profits by 
exploiting resources from where ever these were available, on the 
other hand Socialist  block remained confined within its own 
boundaries and was lost economically in that competition.
55
 When the 
Soviet economy fell on hard times, they could no longer afford to 
control their satellite countries in Asia and Eastern Europe.
56
 The 
economic restructuring in the middle of 1980s was therefore because 
of these reasons and thus the concept of state ownership of everyday 
economic sector began to change. From 1987 small – scale 
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  http://press.princeton.edu/chapters/pons/s6_9143.pdf 
54
  Julius K. Nyerere, “Ujamma – The Basis of African Socialism”, The Journal of Pan African 
Studies, Vol. I, No. I, 1987, pp. 2-9, available online at http://www.jpanafrican.com/edocs/e-
DocUjamma3.5.pdf; J. V. Stalin, Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR, CPGB-ML 
(Marxists Internet Archive), London, 1952, p. 36. 
55
  Peter J. Boettke, Why Perestroika Failed: The Politics and Economics of Socialist 
Transformation, p. 47. 
56
  J. V. Stalin, Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR, CPGB-ML (Marxists Internet 
Archive), London, 1952, pp. 11-18. 
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enterprises,
57
 providing services such as car or TV repairs, painting 
and decorating, private tuitions, etc. and the co-operatives up to the 
maximum number of 50 workers were allowed to be operative at 
individual level on the basis of market forces.
58
 Although the main 
objective of this restructuring was to increase the efficiency in the 
market as well as to provide competition to the services provided by 
the state and to provide alternative employment to the people, yet it 
was also death blow to the ideology of Communism that failed to 
produce the desired and expected standards of living corresponding to 
the available resources as the economic systems had grown 
inefficient, over centralized and subjected to too many restrictions.
59
 
Additionally, in 1980s people of USSR came in contact more with the 
West which made the comparison between them and their counter 
parts in the West possible thus giving them a lesson and reason to 
believe that the Communist system and the leadership produced thus 
                                                          
57
  These include family restaurants, family businesses of making cloths or handicrafts, etc.; 
Norman Lowe, Mastering Modern World History”, p. 334. 
58
  Norman Lowe, Mastering Modern World History”, p. 334. 
59
  For example, all the states of USSR were to trade in most of the things within Communist 
bloc; en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peaceful_coexistence 
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was solely responsible for their low standard of living and economic 
low.
60
 
The Capitalist economies in the West had grown stronger and 
thus their pace of development was sharp and quick, Soviet people, 
therefore, were forced to believe that open market economies were 
remedies for backwardness and growth.
61
 Ronald Reagan in fact 
forced Soviets to such a mad race of armament that it could not keep 
pace with the West.
62
 Similarly the introduction of new technologies 
in various other sectors defeated the conventional manufacturers in 
Soviet Union to such an extent that not to speak of large industry, 
even the medium scale industry failed to compete with the West;
63
 say 
                                                          
60
  Peter J. Boettke, Why Perestroika Failed: The Politics and Economics of Socialist 
Transformation, p. 47; Norman Lowe, Mastering Modern World History”, p. 335. 
61
  J. V. Stalin, Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR, pp. 46-48; Helene M. Glaza, 
“Lenin's New Economic Policy: What It Was and How It Changed the Soviet Union”, Student 
Pulse: Online Academic Student Journal, Vol. I, No. XI, available online at 
http://www.studentpulse.com/articles/59/lenins-new-economic-policy-what-it-was-and-how-
it-changed-the-soviet-union  
62
  Cotey and Savoula Stylianou, “Friend or Foe: Why Ronald Reagan Was Not Responsible For 
Ending the Cold War”, available online at 
www.markville.ss.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/history/.../Savoula%20Stylianou.d... 
63
  valdaiclub.com/history/26820.html 
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for example in the introduction of various types of latest equipments 
in hospitals for health sector gains.
64
 
For more than 60 years godless Communism had enslaved 
people all over the region and espoused that the state was God, the 
theists lost faith on atheism and the Communists lost control of their 
empire.
65
 Insecurity thus became a factor for out migration of peoples 
living in a country of which they suddenly found were nowhere the 
natives; and since Russians had earlier moved either as colonists or 
else as elites of Communism to various parts of Soviet Union they felt 
insecure and thus out migration; as their economic, social and political 
conditions became vulnerable in the entire erstwhile Soviet Union.  
Political Reasons  
As stated earlier, many of the Russian settlers had come to various 
parts of the Union through several government sponsored 
programmes, like the development of large Kolkhozes (collective 
farms), Virgin Land Campaign of 1954, they found that from 1970’s 
                                                          
64
  Nick Eberstadt, “The Health Crisis in the USSR”, International Journal of Epidemiology, 
International Epidemiological Association, 2006, pp. 1384-1386. 
65
  Gary Notth, “Why Biblical Economics Is Ignored Today”, Biblical Economics Today, Vol.  
XIII, No. V, August/September 1991, p. 2, available online at 
http://www.garynorth.com/freebooks/docs/a_pdfs/newslet/bet/9108.pdf 
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Central Asia was no longer a region of development because the 
projects like Virgin Land Campaign were abandoned.
66
 And at the 
same time several major projects like the new railroad between Baikal 
and Amur (BAM) were launched in Russia which attracted a labour 
force of several hundred thousand people,
67
 and accordingly many 
Russians started to move for jobs to other parts of the Union. Further 
Leonid Brezhnev’s policy (1970s) of indigenisation made the 
eponymous population to attain the positions of power.
68
 Thus in 
1970s out-migrated the very first batch of non-indigenous people from 
Central Asia who were dominated by the Russians.
69
 And also the 
political conditions that evolved on the eve of dissolution created a 
threat perception on various accounts as well as because of the state 
policies that emerged after the independence of 15 new states (besides 
Russian Federation was formed). It was because from late 1980s, due 
to the rise of the nationalist movement in the USSR, Russian inflow in 
                                                          
66
  Those Russians who had come during Virgin Land Campaign or during the last years of 
Soviet rule were the first to emigrate from Central Asia; Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional 
Papers, p. 2. 
67
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 3. 
68
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 3. 
69
  In 1970s Kazakhstan lost half a million people, Kyrgyzstan lost almost 100,000 people, and 
the other three republics lost an aggregate total of 200,00 people between 1976-80; Sebastien 
Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 3. 
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Central Asia was affected
70
 which also triggered the process of 
emigration.
71
 Russians also got scared from radical movements of 
religious elements that started to surface in and around the Central 
Asia before and after the fall of USSR.
72
 In this scenario many people 
envisaged eruption of ethnic clashes and this fear forced many to out 
migrate to a country of their origin.
73
  
After the independence, the large scale migration or out 
migration resulted in that Russians working mostly in government or 
public administration left for Russia, the population of natives became 
dominant almost in all job sectors in each and every independent state. 
It therefore looked as if ethnic cleansing had taken place in public / 
private sectors, administration or elsewhere and thus Russians were 
reduced to non-significant minorities (except in Kazakhstan) in all 
sectors including political structures. All these things  reduced the 
                                                          
70
  Although it was less visible in Central Asia; Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in 
Central Asia, p. 91. 
71
  Although these movement began before the disintegration of USSR but they were catalyzed 
after 1991; Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 6. 
72
  Bakhtan Union of Democratic Youth, an association of radical intellectuals from south 
Tajikistan forecasted the dangers of the growth of such movements a year before Dushanbe 
riots of 1990. They did criticized such movements; Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and 
States in Central Asia, p. 98. 
73
  In Central Asia some ethnic riots between the titular group and the non-Slavic groups 
occurred also affected their flow; Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central 
Asia, p. 91. 
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presence of Russians in administrative, cultural and political 
structures in Central Asia.
74
  
Even though all the countries in Central Asia have adopted new 
constitutions that safeguard the rights of minorities including 
Russians, yet it is also a case that most of the regimes, to begin with, 
were authoritarian in character and nature and so Russians, already 
insecure on various accounts, also feared that new regimes were not 
going to help them and thus the new conditions were not conducive 
for their living, as in Turkmenistan like suppressing rights under dual 
nationality provisions.
75
 And finally Russia also played its role by 
granting residence permits
76
 to the ethnic Russians living outside 
Russia.
77
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  Because during the Soviet period they had benefited from symbolic privileges and status and 
the contrast change in such things touched them particularly; Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional 
Papers, p. 6. 
75
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 5. 
76
  Those who wanted to emigrate could do that in the following few years of the independence. 
After that until 2006 new laws complicated the emigration process, especially in regard to 
obtain citizenship in Russia. The difficult economic situation of Russia in 1990s also 
compelled some Russians to stay in Central Asia; Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 
6. 
77
   Before Tulip Revolution of 2005 the Russian consulate of Bishkek received 60-70 permit 
requests per day. However, after the Tulip Revolution the consulate received 200-300 permit 
requests per day. For example in 2005 Russia granted residence permits to more than 25,000 
Russians of Kyrgyzstan; Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 4. 
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Economic Reasons 
People generally migrate from one place to other primarily for 
economic reasons, to gain better living and improve their economic 
conditions.
78
 Same was the case with Central Asian Russians. During 
the Tsarist period the Russians came to Central Asia as military 
personnel and the administrative officials along with several 
peasants.
79
 During the Soviet period the bulk of Russian incomers in 
Central Asia consisted of specialist in the industries
80
 and the service 
sector such as teachers, engineers, technicians and doctors who were 
attracted by different Soviet developmental programmes in Central 
Asia to occupy the positions of decision making in political, 
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  The states of Central Asia were relatively underdeveloped parts of the former Soviet Union. 
After the disintegration of USSR these states witnessed loss of subsidies and investment of 
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  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, 
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administrative and economic sectors.
81
 Naturally they were mostly 
concentrated in the industrialized areas
82
 and the decline in this sector 
hit them very hard. At the same time soon after the disintegration of 
Soviet Union the standard of living in Central Asia declined in 
comparison to Russia, and thus became a good reason for Russians 
and other Russian speaking population to emigrate.
83
 Majority of 
emigrants from Kazakhstan went to Russia. The main reason being 
the worsening economic situation and the lack of the hope for 
prosperity.
84
 In the same way in Kyrgyzstan, economic reasons 
became the main reasons for Slavs to emigrate.
85
 The surveys of 
1990s for reasons of Russian out migration held the lack of 
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  Most of them lived in cities because of the urban nature of their profession; Sebastien 
Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, pp. 2-3. 
82
   By 1939 Uzbekistan contained 727,000 Russians (13% of the total population), two-thirds of 
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Occasional Papers, p. 2. 
83
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 104; Kazakhstan is the only 
exception for it experienced strong growth rates from the beginning of 2000; Sebastien 
Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 6. 
84
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 103; Degradation of 
education and ethnic preferences in employment compelled Russians to send their children 
abroad (mainly Russia) for education; Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 6. 
85
  Between 1990 and 1996, almost 210,284 Russians left Kyrgyzstan of which 70% emigrate 
were industrial workers, skilled and highly qualified people; Ajay Patnaik, Nations, 
Minorities and States in Central Asia, pp. 101-104. 
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opportunities for the younger generations, linguistic policies and low 
standard of living as the main reasons for emigration.
86
 
After the disintegration of Soviet Union, the whole of Central 
Asia witnessed economic decline and recession affected more the 
Russians as they started to get politically marginalized in the new 
scenario where natives out-numbered them in all walks of 
administration, public enterprises, and so on. This was because there 
was almost negligible influence in decision making in comparison to 
the past which prevented Russians to protect their economic 
interests.
87
  
In addition, the Russians in Central Asia generally were experts 
in such professions which were either technical or managerial in 
nature and in turn provided them a sort of monopoly over such jobs.
88
 
On the other hand the native people had almost zero competition 
there.
89
 After independence there was a shift of policy in the industrial 
sector as new states preferred light and food industries for lack of raw 
                                                          
86
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 6. 
87
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 105. 
88
 Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 92. 
89
   Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 92. 
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material or for the reason of gains in the market.
90
 This shift attracted 
the Central Asians more instead of the Russians because their 
technical skill was more conducive for such industries, whereas the 
Russians were mostly experts in the field of heavy industry.
91
 To 
protect themselves from loss of jobs and to secure bright future of 
their children in education and career in Russia or elsewhere
92
 most of 
the Russians emigrated from Central Asia.
93
 As for example 
Uzbekistan’s Russians migrated to Kazakhstan because the economic 
conditions there improved much quickly (from the beginning of the 
21
st
 century). As a result Kazakhstan in 2003 and 2004 received 
respectively 28,000 and 32,000 Russian migrants.
94
 A 1994 study has 
shown that 41% of Russians in Uzbekistan and 39% in Kyrgyzstan 
wished to emigrate from there to Russia mainly to seek better future 
for their children.
95
 In case of Tajikistan the economic crisis and the 
                                                          
90
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 105. 
91
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 105. 
92
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 103. 
93
  Valery Tishkov, Zhanna Zayinchkovskaya and Galina Vitkovskaya, “Migration in the 
countries of the former Soviet Union”, A paper prepared for the Policy Analysis and Research 
Programme of the Global Commission on International Migration, September 2005, p. 2. 
94
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 5. 
95
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 6; According to a study in south Kyrgyzstan 58% 
of the total 1800 respondents were reported to have been the victims of nationalist abuse and 
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climate of fear created by ethnic riots among indigenous ethnic groups 
resulted in large scale emigration of Russians from Tajikistan.
96
 
According to Scott Radnitz, economic factors were of primary 
importance in motivating ethnic Russians of Central Asia to emigrate 
and political factors were rarely sufficient to produce emigration.
97
 
Nation-building and nationalism influenced migration decisions only 
insofar as they affected people's material well being, by creating 
language barriers and facilitating the preferential treatment of locals 
over minorities in receiving employment.  
In 1996, the states of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan 
showed better growth indicators. At this point of time the flow of out-
migration among Slavs also slowed down.
98
 Tajikistan and 
Turkmenistan witnessed this growth rate in 1998 which also had same 
                                                                                                                                                              
discrimination, 55% had economic situation the main cause of nationalist hatred and 36% 
held closure of industries as the main reason, the bulk of which was in south of the republic; 
Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 104. 
96
  This was also the case with Kyrgyzstan; Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in 
Central Asia, p. 105. 
97
  Scott Radnitz, “Weighing the Political and Economic Motivations for Migration in Post-
Soviet Space: The Case of Uzbekistan”, Europe-Asia Studies, Vol. LVIII, No. V, Taylor & 
Francis, Ltd., July 2006, p. 653. 
98
  This was also perhaps due to other measures such as protection of their language and culture; 
Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 101. 
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implications as above.
99
 These developments attest the fact that the 
out migration of Russians was closely related with the economic 
stability of the region they live in.
100
 
Linguistic Nationalisation  and Ethno-Cultural Reasons 
Soon after the independence the Central Asian states elevated the 
respective native languages to the status of state language
101
 giving 
rise to nationalism that was unknown there in past 70 years. In this 
endevour a new educational policy was set-up to promote the native 
languages. This new national-cultural policy heralded in favour of the 
natives was a sort of nationhood and patriotism but the Russian 
minority in general felt otherwise and feared that they were going to 
loose jobs as the new policy was advantages in favour of natives.
102
 
Promoting the native languages and shifting the educational policy put 
the Russians under tremendous pressure as hardly few of them had 
                                                          
99
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, pp. 101-103. 
100
  Which in turn is indirectly related to deterioration of inter-ethnic conflicts. 
101
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 99. 
102
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 99; The main cause of 
Russian out migration was the absence their future in Central Asia; Sebastien Peyrouse, 
Occasional Papers, p. 6; Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 105. 
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any knowledge of any of the Central Asian languages before the 
disintegration of USSR.  
The new independent states on the other hand issued decrees for 
non-natives and that stressed to hold their posts they required to learn 
the native languages, as in Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan, the knowledge 
of official language was made obligatory.
103
 Deadlines for 
implementing language requirement for posts in the state apparatus, in 
administrative, economic, and cultural positions was initiated in 1996 
in Turkmenistan, in 1997 in Tajikistan and Uzbekistan and in 1999 in 
Kyrgyzstan.
104
 Even though such language laws were the reasons for 
out migration of Russians yet it is also true that these language laws 
were not applied very effectively.
105
 The threat that Russians 
perceived, regarding discrimination in the skilled jobs due to language 
laws
106
 and the like, were not practically found anywhere in Central 
                                                          
103
  For the posts like in the state apparatus, administrative, economic and cultural positions; Ajay 
Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 99. 
104
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 99. 
105
  After the phase of nationalist euphoria, the loss of Europeans and their impact on society and 
economy was realized by many political leaders showed some kind of concern in this respect 
and urged the Europeans to stay; Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central 
Asia, p. 100. 
106
  The linguistic nationalisation in each republic gave boost to the process of emigration. For 
example, in Tajikistan in July 1989 after declaring Tajik as a state language, 10,000 Russians 
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Asia. Perhaps because the provisions regarding language based 
discrimination were taken care of by less rigid implementation of such 
rules / provisions and the continued use of the Russian language for 
communication and for the reasons that it jelled various peoples 
across the former USSR for more than 70 years took care of 
apprehension of gross discrimination.
107
 
Even though Russian still is the second largest language of the 
Central Asians today, the fear that language nationalism created, soon 
after the independence, was one of the reasons for out migration. It 
was heightened fear of inter-ethnic conflicts, even if Russians were 
not targets, fear of cultural alienation, religious activism, etc. and all 
these fears left marks on the minds of the Russian speaking population 
in Central Asia to out migrate. 
                                                                                                                                                              
left the republic. During Soviet period Russians had a very little knowledge of the native 
languages. A little improvement in this respect was seen in 1990s. After independence 
attention was paid to learn the official language but for the elders condition remained 
unchanged. Above all Russians regarded the Central Asian languages useless. In one case, 
representatives of the titular nation chase out minorities in order to seize their jobs and 
property besides the common reasons of ethnic discomfort, communication difficulties, desire 
to live among people of one's own nationality, etc. of Russian emigration from Central Asia; 
Scott Radnitz, “Weighing the Political and Economic Motivations for Migration in Post-
Soviet Space: The Case of Uzbekistan”, Europe-Asia Studies, Vol. LVIII, No. V, p. 655; 
Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, pp. 5-6. 
107
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 100. 
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Since after the fall of Soviet Union, Russians lost all the power 
and privileges which they enjoyed during Soviet period and as a result 
of the change in their material wellbeing
108
 a change was also 
observed in their social set up. Their status in society came down and 
with the passage of time the gap between them and the indigenous 
people widened. They kept losing the privileged status and felt 
increasingly discriminated in post-Soviet period which in turn did fuel 
to the psyche of their emigration from Central Asia.
109
 
This was in the backdrop of many cases of violent outbursts 
against Russians in many parts of USSR in the 1980.
110
 Even though 
in Central Asia no major conflicts of this kind occurred,
111
 in the 
Baltic States, the psychological factor along with the threat of 
uncertainty, adoption of new language laws, cultural and religious 
                                                          
108
  This was due to many reasons such as ethnic discrimination in the fields of employment and 
the like. 
109
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 99. 
110
  Foe example in Tajikistan there were attempts to provoke anti-Russia outbursts and use of 
violence against Russians; K. Warikoo, Cockpit of Central Asia: Afghanistan Factor in 
Tajikistan's Crisis, Kashmir Information Network, available online at http://www.kashmir-
information.com/afghanistan/index.html 
111
  During the Dushanbe riots in 1990, the primary target was the ruling establishment but in the 
process some Russians also encountered incidents of assaults and intimidation; Ajay Patnaik, 
Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, pp. 93-94. 
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revivalism, etc. in the wake of riots in Fergana
112
 (1989), Dushanbe
113
 
(1990) and Osh (1990) forced many Russians to leave Central Asia.
114
 
Along with the general out migration of the Russians some internal 
migrations also occurred testifying the ethno-cultural basis of the 
emigration. In 1990s, for example, the ethnic Russians migrated from 
Kazakh dominated areas of southern and western part of the 
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan to the Slavic areas in the northern 
Kazakhstan.
115
 Likewise ethnic Russians migrated from Uzbekistan 
only after Fergana Riots in 1989. As a consequence of the chaotic 
conditions created by the Fergana ethnic conflict, almost half of the 
Russians (800,000 people) out migrated from 1991 to 2006.
116
 
                                                          
112
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 93; It took place in 1989 in 
Fergana Valley between Uzbeks and Meskhetian Turks. In this conflict almost 100 lives were 
lost and 100,000 people including 74,000 Meskhetian Turks left their homes for other Soviet 
republics. Turkmenistan was the only stable state in Central Asia where the Russians did not 
felt any fear of ethnic unrest or economic pressure; Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and 
States in Central Asia, p. 99. 
113
   In July 1989 Tajik language was formally elevated to the status of national official language. 
This triggered the first flow of Russian emigration from Tajikistan. As a result in February 
1990 there occurred violent confrontations in Dushanbe. 
114
  In 1990 as many as 200,000 non- indigenous specialists left Central Asia. From Osh, 32,000 
Slavs left the region immediately after the outbreak of the riots; Ajay Patnaik, Nations, 
Minorities and States in Central Asia, pp. 39-94. 
115
  The southern and northern Kazakhstan contained mainly ethnic Kazakhs; Sebastien Peyrouse, 
Occasional Papers, pp. 3-4. 
116
   According to a research more than 500,000 Russians deserted the country between 1990 and 
1997, while as other research held that as many as 75,000 (approximately 5%) Russians left 
the country per year in 1990s; Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 5. 
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Until the outbreak of 1992 Civil War in Tajikistan there were 
still 380,000 Russians in the country, but in 1993 alone 200,000 
Russians (that is half of the remained) left the republic.
117
 Those who 
remained were the elderly who had no means to leave, who belonged 
to ethnically mixed families and who could not obtain necessary 
documents.
118
  
 
                                                          
117
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 5. 
118
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 5. 
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Chapter IV 
STATUS OF RUSSIAN MINORITY IN TAJIKISTAN 
Introduction  
Most of the ethnic Russians living today in Tajikistan were born or are 
living there from Soviet times, and rightfully they consider Tajikistan 
as their motherland. However, after the collapse of USSR Russian-
speaking population, according to a survey of 2004, feel themselves 
dicey.
1
 
Even men pour teardrops when leaving Tajikistan. Certainly we are 
Tajikistan’s citizens. I am already here for almost 25 years... Tajikistan is 
our Motherland. I do not imagine how to abandon it. Nobody nowhere is 
waiting us. Here we have achieved something. (Sergei…belongs to a 
Russian speaking minority in Tajikistan.) 
 
I consider myself a citizen of Tajikistan. My Motherland is Tajikistan. 
Though I was born in Russia, but I do not know it. I have also verses 
dedicated to Tajikistan. Sometimes you hear how some Russians saying: 
“Go to your Russia”. None was saying to me such things, however If 
someone said this to me then I could answer that my Motherland is not 
Russia but Tajikistan. I do not want to leave anywhere. (Tamara… 
belongs to a Russian speaking minority in Tajikistan.) 
  
Studies carried in this regard have shown that 66.4% of the 
ethnic minorities consider Tajikistan as their motherland while as 
                                                          
1
  “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, a working paper prepared by Dr. T.N. 
Bozrikova for a Sub-regional Seminar on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and 
Development in Central Asia, Panorama Foundation, Bishkek, October 2004, p. 13, accessed 
07 May 2012; Library of congress – federal research division, country profile Tajikistan, 
2007,  pp. 38-39. 
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7.8% consider it their place of residence and 8.8% their historical 
motherland.
2
 It is what the following empirical study of 2004 carried 
out to find out response of various ethnic groups living in Tajikistan 
has shown (Table. XVII). 
Table. XVII 
What country or place do you consider your Motherland? (in %) 
Nationality Tajikistan Its place of 
residence 
Its historical 
Motherland 
Other Refused to 
answer 
Tajiks  80.4 12.0   0.8   3.1 3.7 
Uzbeks  79.5 13.6   2.3   2.3 2.3 
Russians  62.4   5.0 15.8 16.8  
Kirghiz  36.4 40.9  18.2 4.5 
Turkmen 100.0     
Tartars  70.3   2.7  27.0  
Others  62.5  14.3 17.9 5.4 
Total  77.7 11.1   2.4   5.5 3.3 
Source: T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar 
on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 39. 
 
In spite of the above fact, most of the nationals of other 
countries have left their places of residence to migrate. Say for 
example, some of the Russians living in Tajikistan consider 
themselves alien in Tajikistan while on the other hand most of them 
feel they are so in Russia as well. Living in such a precarious 
                                                          
2
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, a Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 39. 
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condition they do not feel comfortable in the given situation and as 
such feel dicey. 
Since most of the governments, on the eve of dissolution of 
USSR, were themselves caught between the devil and deep sea they 
were of no help to stop migrations and as such large scale migrations 
were witnessed in the republics of former USSR soon after its 
disintegration. This is why that the Tajik government failed to retain 
the ethnic Russians,
3
 for they were mostly skilled labourers, as a large 
number of them emigrated during the Civil War and thereafter.
4
 The 
efforts were largely unsuccessful as the country‟s poor economic 
conditions also fueled ethnic Russians to migrate.
5
 Those who stayed 
back live almost everywhere in the country, but mostly in the cities 
like Dushanbe, Khujand, Sugdh, Khatlon, RRS and GBAO, in 
                                                          
3
  Not only Tajikistan but all the five states of Central Asia were eager to prevent the Russsian 
out-migration from the respective states; Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in 
Central Asia, Anamika Publishers and Distributors (P) Ltd., New Delhi, 2003, pp. 110-118. 
4
  The Civil War in Tajikistan was the result of the inability of the Soviet party-the state elite 
(who comprised the so called nomenklatura) to respond the critical issues of the day; Boris 
Rumer (ed), Central Asia in Transition: Dilemmas of Political and Economic development, 
Aakar Books, India, 2003, p. 75; In 1992, the Muslim discontent against Communist rule led 
into a Civil War, which claimed 40‟000 causalities, over 50‟000 refugees and 500‟000 
displaced people, the 1991 Civil War ended only after the UN intervention and after the 
opposition members were allowed to participate in the governance of the republic; Iraj 
Bashiri, Tajikistan: An Overview, 2003, available online at 
www.angelfire.com/rnb/bashiri/Tajikistan/Taj.html  
5
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 100. 
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concentrated pockets for psychological fears, for the fear of ethnic 
violence,
6
 and to provide their wards better educational facilities.
7
 
This is inspite of the fact that the constitution of the independent 
Tajikistan, in its legislative acts
8
, stresses on the principles of the 
equality and non-discrimination, nevertheless many of them feel 
insecure and thus exclusive small colonies to live together. One has to 
take into account the poor socio-economic conditions of Central 
Asians, after the disintegration, that forced migration of Russians to 
gain better living conditions in particular during the initial phase of 
independence of the new countries from 1991 to 1994 – the time when 
the economic crises was in full swing.
9
 The poor economic conditions 
created huge unemployment in Tajikistan and all the population was 
under tremendous stress to gain a suitable job to live on. The jobs 
                                                          
6
  During Civil War in Tajikistan, particularly in the south, there were reported cases of 
harassment and sometimes violence against ethnic Russians (and Slavs in general) and 
Uzbeks in the early 1990s; http://www.nps.edu 
7
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 5. 
8
  Such as laws on citizenship, language, education, culture, religion and religious organisations, 
public affiliations, political parties, Labor Code, Penal Code, Tax Code, etc. 
9
  Tajikistan‟s ethnic minorities suffer under the country‟s generally poor living conditions. An 
estimated 80% of the country‟s population lives below the poverty line. 
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vacated by the migrant Russians and others were therefore mostly 
grabbed by the Tajiks.
10
 
Earlier Russian population enjoyed a privileged position in 
every sphere of the life (in the former USSR) and were part of 
political elite in entire Central Asia including Tajikistan. However, 
after the disintegration, a new political grouping started to emerge in 
the entire Central Asia and as a result Russians in Tajikistan‟s 
political structure got replaced by the native Tajiks. Tajikistan‟s 
parliament therefore at present contains no ethnic Russian, and 
accordingly they feel a kind of political marginalisation which has 
also occurred as a result of their very low number (0.6%) in the 
country‟s population.11 
                                                          
10
  During this period there was still a significant presence of Russians in the states of Central 
Asia. For example in Kirgizstan, the unemployment rate among Russians soared, 
encompassing one-third of the available manpower; in Uzbekistan, over 37% of Russians of 
working age did not had permanent jobs; in Turkmenia, the situation was somewhat better 
because of the small size of the Russian workforce employed mainly in the gas industry; in 
Tajikistan there were only a few thousand in the capital, Dushanbe and a few dozen families 
in the area of the Nurek hydroelectric complex. However, in case of Kazakhstan, there were 
still a considerable lot of Russians living therein; Valerii Aleksandrovich Tishkov, Ethnicity, 
Nationalism and Conflict in and After the Soviet Union: The Mind Aflame, Sage Publications, 
Inc., Oslo, 1997, p. 124, accessed 18 August 2012. 
11
  Sebastien Peyrouse, “The Russian Minority in Central Asia: Migration, Politics and 
Language”, Occasional Papers, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, 
Washington, D.C., 2008, p. 14. 
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Even though the rights of ethnic minorities in Tajikistan are 
based on the recognized principles and norms of international law
12
, 
yet Tajikistan (and Uzbekistan among the five independent Central 
Asian states) has certain difficult social conditions that seem rather 
difficult for Russians
13
 for they encountered some specific problems 
like:
14
 
 psychological adaptation to new conditions; 
 ignorance or poor knowledge of the state language; 
 limited capabilities of obtaining education in native 
language; 
 limited access to the native culture and information in native 
language; 
In order to find out how the Russians with these specific 
problems live presently in Tajikistan we will study such aspects under 
the following heading to reach to logical conclusions. Since many 
                                                          
12
  http://www.tajik-gateway.org/index.phtml?lang=en&id=874 
13
   Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 8. 
14
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, a Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 42. 
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empirical studies were carried in these directions, these will form the 
foundation for the study in the chapter. 
State and Administration  
After the disintegration of the Soviet Union drastic changes occurred 
in the political set up in whole of the Central Asia, including 
Tajikistan. Communist governments were replaced by the 
“democratic” governments even though there was no regime change. 
Soon thereafter, in May 1992, the Supreme Soviet in Tajikistan was 
replaced by the Majlis (assembly) that was merely a name-change to 
the previous set-up with 80 members. The office of the president was 
abolished and the head of the Majlis served as the head of the 
government until 1994 when the election for president was held.
15
 
Thereafter too elections were held and the Communist Party and the 
Islamic Renaissance of Tajikistan has shared power after the Civil 
War in an attempt to bring peace and represent political thoughts.
16
 
Today there are many political parties in the country but the major are 
                                                          
15
  http://www.mongabay.com/history/tajikistan/tajikistan-government_structure.html 
16
  http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/Asia-and-Oceania/Tajikistan-HISTORY.html#b; 
http://www.europeanforum.net/country/tajikistan; 
http://www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2012/tajikistan 
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the People's Democratic Party of Tajikistan
17
 (Hizbi Demokrati-Xalqi' 
Tojikston), the Islamic Renaissance of Tajikistan (Nahzati Islomi 
Tojikiston) and the Communist Party of Tajikistan.
18
 Besides, there 
are also the minor parties (not represented in Parliament) like, 
Agrarian Party (Hizbi Agrari), Justice Party, Social Democratic Party, 
Socialist Party and Hizb ut-Tahrir.
19
 In addition, there are two 
unrecognized political parties with over 1000 members- the 
Progressive Party and the Unity Party.
20
 But the Communist Party of 
Tajikistan has been the most dominant political party of the country
21
 
to which the ethnic Russians extend their support.
22
 
Since 1991, four governments came in to power through 
“elections”.23 Most of the leaders and regime heads elected were 
                                                          
17
   This political party of Tajikistan, until 1997 contained some Russian intellectuals; Olivier 
Brenninkmeijer, “Tajikistan's Elusive Peace”, The World Today, Vol. LII, No. II, Royal 
Institute of International Affairs, February 1996, p. 43, accessed 13 June 2012. 
18
   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_political_parties_in_Tajikistan; 
http://www.europeanforum.net/country/tajikistan 
19
  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_political_parties_in_Tajikistan  
20
  Iraj Bashiri, Tajikistan: An Overview.  
21
http://www.marines.mil/news/publications/Documents/Kazakstan,%20Kyrgystan,%20Tajikistan,
%20Turkmenistan,%20and%20Uzbekistan%20Study_4.pdf 
22
  Monica Shepherr, “Intervention in Central Asia,” Perspective, Vol. VII, No. III, January- 
February, 1997, available online at http://www.bu.edu/iscip/vol7/Shepherd.html 
23
  Last parliamentary elections were held on February 2010; Eli Feiman, “Party Competition in 
Tajikistan: A Bleak Present, But A Brighter Future?”, available online at 
http://www.irex.org/system/files/Feiman.pdf 
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erstwhile Communist leaders of the past regimes.
24
 The difference 
being that they adopted non-Communist stance for the governance in 
Tajikistan. Since the parliament in the country has hardly any 
representation of ethnic minorities, including that of Russians, 
therefore there is very little or no representation of minorities in the 
representative bodies as is evident from the following table (Table. 
XVIII). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                          
24
  For example, presedent Emomoli Rahmonov himself was a Communist official during Soviet 
period; Mushfig Bayram and John Kinahan, “Tajikistan: Religious freedom survey”, 
published by F18News, Oslo, Norway, 17 March 2011, available online at 
http://www.forum18.org/, accessed 29 October 2012. 
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Table. XVIII 
Representatives of ethnic minorities and groups in local assemblies of 
people’s deputies (results of 2010 elections) 
Provinces, towns and 
districts 
Number of 
deputies in 
provincial, 
municipal and 
district assemblies 
 By ethnic 
origin 
Women 
Kŭhistoni Badakhshon 
autonomous province 
61 58 Tajiks 3 Kyrgyz 19 
Towns and districts of 
Kŭhistoni Badakhshon 
autonomous province 
248 222 Tajiks 26 Kyrgyz 43 
Soghd province 70 63 Tajiks 7 Uzbeks  
Towns & districts in the 
province 
    
   123 Uzbeks  
   3 Russians  
   2 Kyrgyz  
 680 551 Tajiks 1 Armenian  
Khatlon province 67 66 Tajiks 1 Uzbek 12 
Towns and districts in 
the 
Province 
  97 Uzbeks  
 924 825 Tajiks 2 Russians 139 
   26 Uzbeks  
Centrally administered 
districts 
496 452 Tajiks 18 Kyrgyz 80 
Dushanbe 70 69 Tajiks 1 Uzbek 19 
Districts of Dushanbe 149 145 Tajiks 3 Uzbeks 49 
   314 of other 
ethnic origin 
 
Total 2 765 2,451 Tajiks  361 
Source: International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, 
reports submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2011, p. 18. 
 
The fact is that, after independence, most of the minorities lost 
their importance in the political arena as a result of emigration of their 
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populations and those who remained joined many other “civil society” 
actors for various reasons including playing role in the inter-Tajik 
peace negotiations of 1995-97.
25
 For example Russkaia Obshchina,
26
 
of Tajikistan was converted in 1997 into a union of Slavic 
organisations for Ukrainians, Belarusians, and all those defined as 
Russophones and in 2004 it was renamed as Council of Russian 
Compatriots with a strength of as many as 40,000 members.
27
 Ethnic 
Russians of the republic are active elements in these organisations as 
most of them are from cities where the ethnic Russians are mostly 
residing.
28
 In spite of all these efforts by the minorities, there is not a 
single member of Russians elected in the parliament (Majlis) of the 
country,
29
 as the constitution does not allow reservation of seats for 
the ethnic groups. The constitution so framed after 1991, provides 
                                                          
25
  Sebastian Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 11. 
26
   It was created in 1992. 
27
  It was directed by Viktor Dubovitskii, it regularly works with Tatar – Bashkir and Ossetian 
cultural associations, who are also considered as Compatriots of Russia; Sebastian Peyrouse, 
Occasional Papers, p. 11. 
28
   Russkaia Obshchina receives financial assistance from Russia and benefits from the presence 
of 20
th
 Armored division of the Russian Army, which guarantee its cultural activity a certain 
visibility; Sebastian Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, pp. 10-11. 
29
   Sebastian Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 14. 
158 
 
equality to its citizens regardless of their ethnic character.
30
 
Accordingly the emigrations after 1991 have forced the remaining 
minorities in the country to get politically marginalised.
31
 Added to it 
there is no government / political effort to play a role in giving them 
assurance of political togetherness.
32
  
Since Tajik language has been used as the principle language 
for all official purposes–the Russians are thus are unable to 
understand what the government is doing and where as the language 
barrier gets deeper the alienations thus get deeper. Not to speak of all 
others and secondary in the government even the president of the 
country remains inaccessible to them. This is what the Russians of the 
                                                          
30
   http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/untc/unpan003670.htm 
31
  Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 105. 
32
  Russian and other ethnic communities, in order to protect their interests, are entitled to form 
associations and unions.  At present, 15 ethnic minority voluntary associations are registered 
with the Tajik Ministry of Justice. These include  the Association of Soviet Koreans in 
Tajikistan, the Association of the Russian Community in Tajikistan, the Tatar-Bashkir social 
and cultural centre of the Republic of Tajikistan, the Arab Society of Tajikistan, the Tajik 
Uzbek Culture Centre, the “Sadvisto-Iberia” Georgian cultural society, the Society of 
Turkmens of the Republic of Tajikistan, the Lakai community, the “Khoverim” Jewish 
society, the Association of Uighurs of the Republic of Tajikistan, the “Witenburg” Society of 
Germans of the Republic of Tajikistan, the Kyrgyz Society of the Republic of Tajikistan, the 
“Russian Compatriots” Society, “Rus”, the Tajik branch of “Rossotech”, the international 
foundation affiliated to the State Duma of the Russian Federation to support persons of 
Russian descent living abroad, and the national voluntary association “Slav Union”; 
International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2004, pp. 21-22. 
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country believe. A study has shown that Russian minority is denied 
the right to understand what the government is doing for fellow 
countrymen as is seen from the following:
33
 
Actually it is interesting to me to listen what our President is speaking about. 
Unfortunately not all Russian population knows Tajik language and it would be 
good, if broadcasting of the speeches of the President of the Republic of 
Tajikistan would be accompanied by synchronic translation. Otherwise what 
sense to switch all channels, including RTR, if there is no translation. The 
possession of the information what is happening in the Government very much 
positively influenced the mood of the Russian population. (Igor… belongs to a 
Russian minority in Tajikistan.) 
Information in Russian language on television and radio is given only for 15 
minutes. Quite often happens that all television channels are turned off and any 
government meeting is broadcasted. And we without knowledge of the Tajik 
language look at all this without translation. (Nikolay… belongs to a Russian 
minority in Tajikistan.) 
 
The minorities, for reasons like constitutional or otherwise, 
therefore believe that they have not equal opportunities to share power 
or play any significant role in the governance of the country. A study 
carried out to describe the role played by different ethnic groups in 
government shows that majority of them have hardly any role to play 
in identical access of the power or government (Table. XIX). 
 
 
 
                                                          
33
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, a Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 44. 
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Table. XIX 
Percent of minorities define the role in governance. 
8.9% Yes. 
78.7% No. 
12.4% It is difficult to answer. 
Source: T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, a Sub-regional 
Seminar on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 44. 
 
The ultimate reality is that Russians have hardly any say in the 
present day Tajik politics. They are insignificantly present in the 
government and administration when about two decades back they 
had enormous presence. Deprived because of their very low 
percentage of population in the country they remain outside the 
corridors of power and administration or in fact are found nowhere in 
Tajikistan playing any kind of role.
34
 Added to it the spread of the 
official language for political and administrative reasons has 
increased, the Russian minority as such hardly know what the 
government is doing in political or administrative spheres they 
accordingly get segregated from the majority. 
 
 
                                                          
34
  During Soviet period the Russians in Central Asia including Tajikistan had larger share in 
industry, transport, construction and communication than that of the Central Asian natives; 
Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, p. 92. 
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Language, Culture and Religion 
1. Language  
Since all business of the government and international matters were 
handled in the Russian medium during the Soviet period, therefore as 
a natural consequence the Russians in Central Asia were hardly 
required to learn native languages. And as after 1990s native 
languages in Central Asia, including in Tajikistan, were raised to the 
status of official languages and thus used as medium in the 
government businesses
35
 Russian language began to lose its hold. It 
was also because of the large scale out-migration of the Russians that 
native language in Tajikistan gained momentum and thus 
communication in Russian language is restricted to a particular limit. 
One has to take into account that during Soviet period 
knowledge of Russian language provided additional possibilities for 
jobs to the citizens of the Tajik nationality and its ignorance was a 
hurdle in ones career.
36
 Therefore, soon after Tajik language (Farsi) 
                                                          
35
   Sebastian Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 6. 
36
  www.unc.edu/~lajanda/slav167langpolussrch6.ppt; T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic 
Minorities in Tajikistan”, a Sub-regional Seminar on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and 
Development in Central Asia, p. 29; Soviet language policy in Central Asia encompassed 
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was raised to the status of the state language, the constitutional legal 
warranties have but provided for the free functioning of Russian (and 
other languages of the ethnic minorities) as a language of inter-ethnic 
communication. According to article 2 of the constitution of 
Tajikistan, the national minorities of the republic can use their 
language without any restrictions. And article 5 of the Language Act 
of the republic, guarantees its citizens the right to choose the language 
to use in dealing with government bodies and authorities, enterprises, 
institutions and associations (including voluntary ones), and to receive 
information and documentation from them in the official language 
(Tajik), Russian and another acceptable language.
37
 Accordingly 
Russian is the second important language in use after Tajik in the 
country, which is regarded native or second by 20.1% of the total 
                                                                                                                                                              
three broad aims via the completion and enrichment of existing languages (including 
transformation of tribal and community languages into developed national languages), the 
removal of the large Arabic and Persian loan vocabulary inherited from the Muslim conquests 
and the establishment of Russian as a second native language (for the purpose of governing 
the state effectively and to embark on the path of Russification especially during the Stalin); 
http://www.oxuscom.com/lang-policy.htm#policy 
37
  International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2004, p. 3; T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, a Sub-
regional Seminar on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 
9; http://www.eurasianet.org/departments/insightb/articles/eav082609a.shtml 
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population of the country and 99.7% of Russians.
38
 Russian language 
therefore still plays a very important role in the areas like inter-ethnic 
dialogue, education, communication, media, etc. Citizens enjoy 
freedom in choosing the language of education; in case of secondary 
education in general the state language is used as a medium of 
instruction but in places of compact residing of the citizens of other 
nationality the medium remains their native language.
39
 To this end 
freedom of choice of language of education is provided through 
creation of necessary number of the applicable educational 
institutions, classes, groups and necessary conditions for their 
functioning.
40
 
The promotion of Tajik language to the status of state language 
gave important political and socio-psychological supremacy to the 
Tajiks in the country and consequently national minorities started to 
                                                          
38
  In 1989 census Russian language was called second by 36.4% of the population. In 2004 
share of persons considering language of the nationality to be native language for some 
nationalities exceeds 97%: Tajiks (99,8%), Russians (99,7%), Uzbeks (99%), Kirghiz (98,3%) 
and Turkmen (97,4%); T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, a Sub-
regional Seminar on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, 
pp. 31-32.  
39
  http://www.usefoundation.org/view/857; T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in 
Tajikistan”, a Sub-regional Seminar on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development 
in Central Asia, p. 9. 
40
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, a Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 9. 
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feel deprived in political and socio-economic sectors. 
A study based on 2000 census shows that only 30.3% of the 
minority nationalities freely knew Tajik language and among them 
13.2% of ethnic Russians living in urban areas and 25.1% in the rural 
areas freely knew the Tajik language.
41
 It is because that soon after 
independence the conditions were not created that could offer a free 
plank for the Russians living in the country to learn Tajik. Most of 
them were at a stage of their lives that offered little chance for them to 
learn Tajik. The schools even though had the provision for young 
children to be able to acquire the learning in Tajik but because of 
psychological reasons many Russians preferred to send their children 
in schools that had majority of Russians. Accordingly Russian 
marginalisation started to show its signs. Many Russians believe that 
they had hardly any opportunity to learn the national language as is 
evident from a study carried out in 2004.
42
 
We are blamed with ignorance of the state language. But I consider that 
very little was made, in order to minorities knew and possessed the state 
                                                          
41
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, a Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 29. 
42
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, a Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 31. 
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language. We do not know it not because we did not want, but because we 
have lived in other conditions, there were other requirements, and in 
general practically nothing was done for effective learning of the Tajik 
language. (Elena… belongs to a Russian speaking minority in Tajikistan.) 
I do not know the grammar, but I can freely communicate. Extension of 
knowledge of the Tajik language goes due to the environment and 
communication with Tajiks, but not because of the study of Tajik language 
in educational process at school, at university. (Yuryi…belongs to a 
Russian speaking minority in Tajikistan.) 
Life will force to learn the language. If we want to communicate and to 
live in this country we should study the state language. (Igor…belongs to 
a Russian speaking minority in Tajikistan.) 
 
The statements of Russians living in the country reflect their 
concerns that what they perceive is going to effect their lives in the 
days to come. This is a fact that Tajik language has official dominance 
in the official transactions, speeches, radio / TV programmes and in 
education, etc. Accordingly Russians need opportunities to learn it but 
because of their minority character, better teachers available in 
Russian medium or that standard of teaching in Russian schools is 
better than Tajik schools or else because Russians get opportunities to 
work in Russia on the basis of their education they therefore do not 
prefer to study in Tajik schools. Nevertheless in practice Russian still 
continues to be used, mainly in urban areas in inter-ethnic 
communications as also in certain cases in the international affairs, 
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government and business.
43
 There are occasions when one cannot 
secure a job in administration (civil service) or in the field of science 
and technology without having good command over the Russian 
language.
44
  
Not only this, by the year 2004 there were 42 newspapers and 
24 magazines published in ethnic minority languages - Russian, 
Uzbek, Kyrgyz, Shugni and Farsi.
45
 Six news agencies disseminate 
information in Russian.
46
 National State Television (TVT) channels 
and the public television company “Poitakht” telecast news bulletins, 
films and other programmes in Russian (and Uzbek), and the bulk of 
the programming of the private television company “Somoniën” is 
telecasting in Russian.  The main Russian television channels are 
                                                          
43
  Ghafur Khodjamurodov and Bernd Rechel, “Tajikistan Health System Review”, Bernd 
Rechel (Ed.) and Martin McKee (Series Ed.), Health Systems in Transition, Vol. XII, No. II., 
European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies, Denmark, 2010, p. 3; Library of 
congress – federal research division, country profile Tajikistan, 2007, p. 5.  
44
  Iraj Bashiri, Tajikistan: An Overview. 
45
  International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2004, p. 21. 
46
  International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2004, p. 21. 
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routinely retransmitted in Tajikistan.
47
 The following table (Table. 
XX), according to a 2004 study demonstrates other roles played by the 
Russian language in present day Tajikistan.
48
 
Table. XX 
Role of Russian language in Tajikistan (in %). 
Nationality Facilitate to 
interethnic 
interaction 
Allows to 
increase its 
professional 
and cultural 
level 
Helps to the labor 
migrants in Russia 
and other countries 
of the world 
Hinders 
knowledge 
of the 
native 
language 
Tajiks 67.7 40.0 57.6 2.0 
Uzbeks 97.7 68.2 25.0  
Russians 89.1 58.4 45.5  
Kirghiz 95.5 54.5 27.3  
Turkmen 95.0 35.0 10.0  
Tartars 94.6 56.8 48.6  
Others 91.1 55.4 44.6  
Source: T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar 
on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 33. 
 
To sum up, we can say that, many Russians, both in rural and 
urban areas, are able to communicate in Tajik but since most of the 
natives are also able to speak in Russian therefore language as such is 
not a barrier for communication. Nevertheless one has to agree with 
the fact that since the role of Tajik language is growing with the 
                                                          
47
  International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2004, p. 21. 
48
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, a Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 32. 
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passage of time since independence all natives of Tajikistan including 
the Russian minorities are required to learn it through proper 
schooling for which necessary infrastructural facilities have now been 
created in the country.
49
 Even though Russian minority is willing to 
learn the official language yet pre-1991 born among them are not in a 
position to adopt fully to the requirements of the time. They feel to 
have got secluded in a new scenario and accordingly are proactive and 
protective to stick to Russian. This obviously is because that they have 
lived a life of guarantees and protection during the 70 years of Soviet 
regimes. Wide spread use of Tajik language has as such caused fear 
among most of them which unlike the past guarantee jobs in public 
life and is used as a medium of political and cultural revivalism by the 
people and the governments in Tajikistan.
50
 Add to it the decree 
issued by the government in 2009 that has asked people not to use 
Russian as a language in inter-ethnic communications
51
 so that all 
ethnic groups living there are required to learn Farsi for its wide 
                                                          
49
  Library of congress – federal research division, country profile Tajikistan, 2007, p. 6. 
50
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 17. 
51
  Spencer Ennis, Sophie-Marie Lamothe and Sean Winchester, “Tajikistan : A Conflict 
Diagnostic, 2011”, Country Indicators For Foreign Policy (CIFP), Carleton University, 
Canada, 2011. Also available online at http://www4.carleton.ca/cifp/app/serve.php/1364.pdf 
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spread use. This ultimately will force people to use native language 
everywhere except in intra-ethnic dialogues. Accordingly Russian 
language has remained the language of Russians only and thus is 
required to lead them to learn Tajik for gaining jobs in government 
and non-government sectors where however they have to compete 
with the majority. 
2. Culture  
Soviets had brought drastic changes in the Central Asian culture and 
traditions, the nation states after independence have started to 
encourage the practices based on age old cultural traditions. In this 
respect religious traditions have been reviewed in a “controlled way” 
by the respective governments to meet their own designs in a new 
political order.
52
 Similarly family traditions of the natives have re-
emerged to certain extent that reflects re-emergence of traditional 
values, ethos and cultural milieu of earlier days.
53
 One can also notice 
                                                          
52
  Eren Tatari and Renat Shaykhutdinov, “State Response to Religious Revivalism in Post-
Soviet Central Asia”, European Journal of Economic and Political Studies, Vol. III (II), 
Graduate School of Social Sciences, Fatih University, Istanbul, Turkey, 2010, p. 86, available 
online at http://ejeps.fatih.edu.tr/docs/articles/112.pdf accessed 13 September 2012. 
53
  Eren Tatari and Renat Shaykhutdinov, European Journal of Economic and Political Studies, 
Vol. III (II), p. 91. 
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festivity of earlier days being observed based on rituals, heroism and 
traditions.
54
 All these activities have given socio-psychological 
dominance to the majority of the natives even though most of them 
still adhere to the Russian practices in living, dress, food, family, 
etc.
55
 
 During Soviet period Russian was the reference culture of the 
day. In fact many Central Asians still embrace the notion that their 
culture and way of life in many respects form a single “Soviet 
Civilization”.56 Preservation and development of culture (language, 
religion, traditions and cultural heritage) of ethnic minorities is their 
major right. With the exception of Turkmenistan all the Central Asian 
nations including the government in Tajikistan notwithstanding to the 
given scenario, provide ethnic minorities legal guarantees to preserve 
and develop their culture. This includes establishment, development 
and protection of the theatre, traditional and modern culture, the fine 
                                                          
54
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, a Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, pp. 21-22. 
55
  http://www.everyculture.com/Sa-Th/Tajikistan.html#b; http://www.mongabay.com 
56
  However, after the disintegration of USSR the bearers of the reference culture, the top layer of 
the Russians in Central Asia migrated out and those who stayed cannot sustain the purity of 
that culture; Boris Rumer (Ed), Central Asia in Transition: Dilemmas of Political and 
Economic development, p. 17. 
171 
 
arts, book publishing, libraries and information activities, science and 
education in the area of cultural art, historical and cultural monuments 
and heritage, and international cultural cooperation.
57
 In this regard 
state encourages Soviet time theatres, ensembles and other artistic 
groups run by minorities or performing in minority languages. At 
present 3 out of 16 state theatres in Tajikistan are producing shows in 
Russian (Mayakovsky Theatre in Dushanbe, Pushkin Drama Theatre 
in Khŭjand and the Puppet Theatre in Chkalov).58 Besides this there 
are some theaters like the Russian artistic ensemble in Dushanbe, 
Russian dramatic theatres, the Russian theatre in Chkalovsk 
(Sogdi oblast), the Shukur Burkhonov Lyric Theatre in Naus district 
and the Russian puppet theatre in Chkalovsk (Sogdi oblast),
59
 the Aini 
Opera and Ballet Theatre that produces works by Tajik authors, as 
                                                          
57
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 10. 
58
  International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2004, p. 27. 
59
   Apart from ; “Slavyanochka”, the Russian artistic ensemble, Dushanbe there are currently 
four minority artistic groups, namely “Dustlik”, the Tatar-Bashkir artistic ensemble in 
Dushanbe, the Uzbek artistic ensemble “Umed” in Naus district, the Uzbek ethnographic 
ensemble “Assor” in Kanibadam, and the family ensemble “Turkmeny” in Dzhilikul district; 
International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2004, pp. 26-27. 
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well as that of Russians.
60
 The friendship of the peoples, (dom 
druzhby nardov) and Slavyanochka, a Russian Slavonic artistic 
ensemble at the Russian-Tajik Slavonic University in Dushanbe, are 
other examples of minority cultural centers in Tajikistan.
61
 
National traditions and rites (ethnoconsolidating and 
ethnodifferentiating factors) are an important part of the culture of the 
ethnic minorities. According to the studies of 2004, the 
representatives of all ethnic groups, to some extent, abide their 
national traditions and rites. More than half (56.6%) have expressed 
that for the last ten years they became more adhered to national 
traditions and rites. Thus 28.8% of Tajiks, 25% of Uzbeks, 33.7% of 
Russians, 40.5% of Tartars, 81.8% of Kirghiz, and 42.9% of other 
nationalities among them celebrate not only their own national, state 
                                                          
60
  In addition to it the cultural groups from the cities like Dushanbe, Konibodom, Tursunzoda 
and Chkalov, and Jilikŭl, Jirgatal, Spitamen and Jabbor Rasulov districts, representing the 
Uzbek, Russian, Kyrgyz, Turkmen, Korean and Azerbaijani peoples, cooperate with 
provincial and district cultural offices in holding cultural events from time to time; 
International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2011, p. 31. 
61
  International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2011, p. 31; T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, a Sub-
regional Seminar on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 
34. 
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holidays, but also holidays of other ethnic groups.
62
 This is 
represented in the following table (Table. XXI). 
Table. XXI 
Main holidays celebrated in Tajikistan (in %). 
Nationality Own national, state, 
holidays of other nations 
Own religious 
and state 
Only religious of 
own nationality 
Only Soviet 
holidays 
Tajiks 28.8 56.3 13.1 1.7 
Uzbeks 25.0 70.5 2.3 2.3 
Russians 33.7 59.4 4.0 3.0 
Kirghiz 81.8 4.5   13.6 
Turkmen   95.0   5.0 
Tartars 40.5 48.6 5.4 5.4 
Others 42.9 53.6 1.8 1.8 
Total   30.4 56.4 11.1 1.1 
Source: T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar 
on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, Panorama Foundation, 
Bishkek, October 2004, p. 21. 
 
Religious holidays hold a special place in the general structure 
of celebrated holidays. Most of the people in Tajikistan are believers; 
only a small proportion among them, like 19.8% of Russians, 29.7% 
of Tartars, 9.1% of Kirghiz, 6.8% of Uzbeks, 0.6% of Tajiks and 
23.6% of other nationalities consider themselves as atheists.
63
 The 
ethnic groups of Islamic faith more often hold “Idi Ramazon” and “Idi 
                                                          
62
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, a Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, pp. 20-21. 
63
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, a Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 21. 
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Kurbon”, Christian faith – “Easter” and “Christmas” as their religious 
holidays.
64
 
In addition to it the ethnic minorities including Russians in the 
republic are celebrating some festivals that aim at preservation and 
development of their cultural identity. In this regard the national 
television festival and competition “Andaleb”65 (Nightingale) and the 
national professional theatrical festival “Parastu” (Swallow) held 
annually are important to be mentioned. 
Among those holidays that were created during Soviet times as 
national holidays the most important are the “Navruz”66, “8th of 
March”67, “Birthdays”, etc. which are still being observed as festivals. 
There are various reasons given to celebrate such holidays like: 
                                                          
64
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, a Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 21. 
65
  Apart from preservation and development the cultural identity of the ethnic minorities the 
Andaleb festival also aims to promote friendship between the peoples from different orbs in 
the republic. Its programme includes songs and dances by the different peoples of the 
republic; International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, 
reports submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, 
United Nations, 2011, p. 31. 
66
  Navroz, (The Persian New Year) is the biggest event of the country and is celebrated with 
fervour officially and at public level. On this day people prepare special dishes, wear new 
clothes, exchange gifts, visit relatives, etc; http://tajikistan.harleytourism.com/travel/ 
67
  International Women's Day (IWD), originally called International Working Women‟s Day, is 
being observed on March 8 every year since Soviet times. However until 1965 this day used 
to be a working day but thereafter being observed as a holiday; 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Women's_Day 
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We celebrate these holidays because it is national tradition (Kirghiz – 68.2%, 
Tajiks – 36.9%, Tartars – 35.1%, Russians – 24.8%, Uzbeks – 18.2%, others – 
26.8% and accordingly ethno-cultural motivation is expressed as the reason for 
their celebration. Likewise family motivation is the reason for acceptance of 
some other festivals (Russians – 39.6%, Tartars – 32.4%, Tajiks – 30.1%, Uzbeks 
– 15.9%, Turkmen - 15%, Kirghiz – 13.6%, others – 39.3%). Since most of the 
people are believers and accordingly some of them hold that it is religious 
motivation that makes them to observe the religious festivals (Tajiks – 8.4%, 
Tartars – 8.1%, Uzbeks – 4.5%, Russians - 2%, others – 5.4%). There are others 
who simply like any kind of festivities and thus on their account enjoy holidays 
(Turkmen - 75%, Uzbeks – 61.4%, Russians – 30.7%, Tartars – 24.3%, Tajiks – 
21.9%, Kirghiz – 18.2%, others – 24.6%).
68
 
 
In spite of the given scenario where festivities and festivals are 
playing dominant role to provide considerable and congenial 
atmosphere for cultural pluralism yet there are issues which force 
ethnic minorities to adopt to the new conditions, especially it is in 
case of the Russian and other Russian-speaking population. A study 
has shown that national minorities are prone to accept native culture 
as is found in the statement given here under:
69
 
We have large requirements for communication with Russian culture. But there is 
no place to gather, elementarily there are no facilities. Assistance from state 
institutions is not enough. We step-by-step depart further from the Russian 
culture. Many of our children know Tajik culture better than Russian. We need 
State Programme on preservation and development of culture of the national 
minorities. (Luidmila…belongs to a Russian speaking minority in Tajikistan.) 
                                                          
68
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, a Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, pp. 21-22. 
69
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, a Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, pp. 33-34. 
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There is apprehension that Russian culture is getting diluted in 
the changed situation and progressively Russians in Tajikistan are 
adopting the culture of the natives; and as such the roots to the 
cultural bindings will get weakened and distant. Accordingly this will 
become more visible with the passage of time as a small population of 
about 0.7% is susceptible to accept the dominant culture in particular 
in the areas they are insignificantly residing. This will be more so in 
the absence of state protection for such visible areas. 
3. Religion  
During Soviet period, government in the entire USSR embarked on a 
ruthless anti-religious campaign especially against Christianity and 
Islam.
70
 In the process Church in Central Asia was dispossessed off 
                                                          
70
  The policy of the Soviet government authorities was to eliminate all the religions from the 
entire territories of the Union. In this connection, the Bolsheviks executed over 1,200 Russian 
Orthodox priests in the first five years of Soviet regime. Others (other believers) were 
imprisoned or exiled, harassed and persecuted while most seminaries were closed, and the 
publication of most religious material was prohibited; wikipedia.org; The anti-religious 
campaign of Soviets was targeted at the Russian Orthodox Church, nevertheless the Muslims 
were also encompassed in it. In the process several Muslim clerics were arrested and executed 
resulting in the massive decrease in the number of registered Muslim clergy. Significant 
number of Mosques was left without imams or mullahs. The number of mosques came down 
considerably. In 1917 there were 20,000 mosques in Central Asia but in 1929 there number 
was not exceeding 4,000.  In accordance with the 1929 law on religious associations Islamic 
courts (that oversaw rulings on both Sharia and customary law) in Central Asia were 
abolished; http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USSR_anti-
religious_campaign_(1928%E2%80%931941); In 1940 there were 1200 section of atheists in 
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many of its places of worship; in 1923 alone 11 out of 28 in 
Turkmenistan and 7 out of 11 churches in Samarkand were closed 
down.
71
 On the whole, church, towards the close of Soviet rule in 
Central Asia nearly ceased to exist on institutional level. In 1917 there 
were 39,530 churches in the entire USSR, which were reduced to 
14,090 in 1936 and to 950 in 1940.
72
 Same was the case with all other 
things related to this aspect (religion). For example those primary 
schools which were imparting religious education were closed down 
in the 3
rd
 decade of the 20
th
 century and the practices like veiling, 
polygamy and kalym were either banned or discouraged.
 73
 All in all 
people generally were considered non-religious of whatever ethnic 
background they were. Accordingly church or mosque had lost the 
importance in political setup; even though a restricted number of these 
were allowed to operate in former USSR at different periods of time. 
                                                                                                                                                              
the USSR; Sébastien Peyrouse, “Christian Movements in Central Asia: Managing a Religious 
Minority in Soviet Times”, Acta Slavica Iaponica, Issue. XXV, Slavic Research Centre, 
Sapporo, Japan, 2008, pp. 136-137, available online at 
hawk.ethz.ch/serviceengine/Files/ISN/48905/.../peyrouse.pdf, accessed 06 May 2012. 
71
  Sébastien Peyrouse, Acta Slavica Iaponica, Issue. XXV, p. 138. 
72
  Sébastien Peyrouse, Acta Slavica Iaponica, Issue. XXV, p. 139. 
73
  In 1928 1,500 religious primary schools were closed by the government authorities; Sébastien 
Peyrouse, Acta Slavica Iaponica, Issue. XXV, pp. 139-140. 
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However, the scenario changed immediately after the fall of 
Soviet Union. The freedom of people was guaranteed and people were 
allowed to chose a religion of their own. Thus independence allowed 
all ethnic groups of Central Asia, belonging to Turkic or Iranian stock, 
to adhere to Islam and all Slavs including Russians chose to regroup 
under the church. Due to the migrations between the states of former 
Soviet Union there was a change in the demography of almost every 
state in Central Asia. As a consequence the number of followers of a 
particular religion also changed.  
On the whole all the states of Central Asia including Tajikistan, 
after 1991, turned in to multi-religious states with comparatively 
much freedom to profess their religions. And all the religions in the 
country are existing peacefully without imposing ones ideology on the 
society at large, because amidst of the religious freedom there exists 
secular thinking which is protected by law.
74
 Since majority of 
Tajikistan‟s population profess Islam, the state takes special care for 
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  www.spdb.ohchr.org 
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the religious freedom of ethnic minorities in the country.
75
 The 
constitution of independent Tajikistan gives freedom to its citizens to 
profess or not to profess any religion and to participate in cults, rites 
and sacramentals.
76
 There are no reports of denial of registration of 
religious minorities, and unlike other countries of Central Asia, 
Tajikistan even permits the formation of political parties of a religious 
character.
77
  
The Russian ethnic minority living here are Christians (mainly 
Russians Orthodox) by faith.
78
 They are allowed to regulate religious 
practices and organisations smoothly, but the Law on Freedom of 
Conscience and Religious Associations (Law on Religion) and other 
governmental decrees have put some restrictions on them to prevent 
overlapping and conflicts with others.
79
 With the adoption of this law 
the picture for religious freedom in the country severely limits the 
                                                          
75
  International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2011, p. 19. 
76
  This is mentioned in articles 26 of the Constitution of Tajikistan; 
http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/untc/unpan003670.htm 
77
  http://www.minorityrights.org/?lid=2379&tmpl=printpage 
78
  Christians (Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant) have been living in Central Asia since 18
th
 
century; Sébastien Peyrouse, Acta Slavica Iaponica, Issue. XXV, p. 135; Library of congress 
– federal research division, country profile Tajikistan, p. 5. 
79
   www.state.gov/documents/organization/171761.pdf 
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religious freedoms in Tajikistan. Every section of the society 
(including title nation) in the country are indiscriminately facing 
certain violations of freedom of religion or belief. Any religious 
activity (done by a community – Muslims, Christians, Jews and other 
religious believers) has to face repercussions at the hands of the 
government.
80
 For example in the name of internal security a total ban 
was imposed on the participation by people under the age of 18 in all 
religious activity, other than funerals, demolitions and closures of 
mosques, churches, and the country's only synagogue;
81
 ban on all 
religious activity without state permission;
82
 limitations on the right to 
share beliefs;
 83
 and tight government censorship. From 2007 many 
mosques, the country's only synagogue in the capital Dushanbe, and 
some Protestant churches have been closed, demolished or 
                                                          
80
  United Nations Commission on International Religious Freedom: Annual Report of May 
2011, pp. 1-4. 
81
  United Nations Commission on International Religious Freedom: Annual Report of May 
2011, p. 1. 
82
  “USCIRF Annual Report 2012 - Countries of Particular Concern: Tajikistan”, 
United States Commission on International Religious Freedom, 20 March 2012, available 
online at http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4f71a67137.html 
83
  “USCIRF Annual Report 2012 - Countries of Particular Concern: Tajikistan”, 
United States Commission on International Religious Freedom, 20 March 2012, available 
online at http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4f71a67137.html 
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confiscated.
84
 The restrictions thus give the state freedom to curb 
many activities of people, without ethnic considerations. Accordingly 
registration of religious establishments is necessary as was the case 
during Soviet period of 1940s. It thus gives rise to secular character to 
religions proposed by the people and thus debars orthodoxy.
85
 
All Central Asian republics including Tajikistan have given 
official status to the Russian Orthodox Church and recognized several 
places of worship.
86
 In 1989 there were as many as 43 registered 
religious associations in Tajikistan containing 24 Muslim mosques, 17 
churches and other Christian houses of prayer, and 2 synagogues. 
Besides there were 60 unregistered religious associations and groups: 
18 Christian, one Jewish and more than 30 Muslim.
87
 In December 
2003 there were 251 registered Friday mosques and 3,000 smaller 
ones besides 69 non-Muslim religious organisations operating within 
                                                          
84
  “Christians in Tajikistan Face Uncertain Future as New Law Forces Churches to Close” an 
article posted by European Union Times on 9 January 2010, available online at 
http://www.eutimes.net; Mushfig Bayram and John Kinahan, “Tajikistan: Religious freedom 
survey”, published by F18News, Oslo, Norway, 17 March 2011, available online at 
http://www.forum18.org/  
85
  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_of_religion_in_Tajikistan  
86
  Because the Orthodox hierarchy gives its support to political authorities through its 
association that the rights of the Russian minorities enjoy full respect; Sebastien Peyrouse, 
Occasional Papers, p. 11. 
87
  Yusufbekov Yusuff, Babajanov Rustam and Kuntuvdiy Natalya, Civil Society Development in 
Tajikistan, Allavida, Dushanbe, 2007, p. 20. 
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the country.
88
 All the churches in the country are freely doing their 
work / daily activities without having any kind of interference from 
the people of majority groups.
89
 People in entire Central Asia 
including Tajikistan generally reside in their own regions and would 
not mix with other groups in the performance of religious activities 
therefore the reasons for conflicts get crippled. Add to it the 
restrictions imposed that allow government to keep a watch on these 
activities, since the people are so to speak “neo-converts to their own 
religions” therefore they are in the process of learning dogmas of 
religions and thus not strictly orthodox in thought and approach. 
Accordingly the reasons for animosity also get diluted for any kind of 
religious conflicts. Such conflicts also get negated because Central 
Asians have adopted to that discipline of Islam where non-orthodoxy 
was much more stronger because of the preaching of Sheikhs and 
                                                          
88
   In Tajikistan following non-Islamic religious organisations exist:  the Roman Catholic 
Church; the Evangelical Baptist Church; the Evangelical Christian Church; the Sonmin 
missionary centre; the Grace Sonmin missionary society; the Baha‟i religious centre; the New 
Apostolic Church; the Russian Orthodox Church (in three cities); the “Hope” missionary 
centre; the Seventh Day Adventist Church; the Society for Krishna Consciousness; the 
Jehovah‟s Witnesses society and the Lutheran Church; International Convention on the 
Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports submitted by states parties under 
article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United Nations, 2004, p. 19; 
http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/tajikistan-01-status-of-islam-since-1917 
89
  www.spdb.ohchr.org 
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Sufis and their seminaries across the region are still being used for 
such activities.
90
 Like Uzbekistan, Tajikistan has grown such religious 
culture for centuries together and it is this brand of religion that is 
nourished by the state in these countries
91
 and therefore leaves no 
space for ethno-religious conflicts between Russians and natives. 
Accordingly at present the relationship between the followers of 
different religions in Tajikistan is cordial and tolerant.
92
  
Education and Health  
Not only Russians or Russian speaking other Europeans but all others 
in Central Asia got benefited by the Soviet education system. Since 
education was aimed to create material gains therefore all of them, in 
one way or the other, attained skills to fetch them jobs in various 
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  Emily O‟Dell, “The Teaching, Practice, and Political Role Sufism in Dushanbe”, An 
NCEEER Working Paper, National Council for Eurasian and East European Research, 
University of Washington, 2011, pp. 14-19, available online at 
http://www.ucis.pitt.edu/nceeer/2011_825-01h_O'Dell.pdf; “Tajikistan Country Report”, 
available on line at http://www.bti-
project.de/fileadmin/Inhalte/reports/2012/pdf/BTI%202012%20Tajikistan.pdf 
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  Emily O‟Dell, “The Teaching, Practice, and Political Role Sufism in Dushanbe”, An 
NCEEER Working Paper, National Council for Eurasian and East European Research, 
University of Washington, 2011, pp. 14-19, available online at 
http://www.ucis.pitt.edu/nceeer/2011_825-01h_O'Dell.pdf 
92
  Olivia Kroth, “Russia, China, Iran close ranks in Tajikistan”, Prepared for publication by Lisa 
Karpova, Pravda.Ru, on 30.10.2012, also available online at 
http://english.pravda.ru/world/asia/30-10-2012/122620-russia_china_iran-0/ 
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sectors of the Soviet economy.
93
  
Education 
Under Soviets, a shift was made in the education field from the 
traditional religious education to that of modern scientific one which 
was based on western methodology. This education system created by 
the Soviets made such progress that the literacy rate in Central Asia 
rose from mere 1-2% in pre-Soviet period to around 98% during 
Soviet period. Russians in Central Asia generally had a very high 
level of education. Following table (Table. XXII) shows the education 
level of Russians in 1989 in republics of Soviet Union. 
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   Roger. D. Kangas, “Problems of State-Building in the Central Asian Republics”, World 
Affairs, Vol. CLVII, No. I, World Affairs Institute, Summer 1994, p. 35, accessed 29 August 
2012. 
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Table. XXII 
Educational Level of Russians (per 1000 persons) in the USSR, 1989. 
Republic University  College High 
school 
Incomplete high 
school 
Russian 
Federation 
162 249 328 178 
Armenia 391 278 314 92 
Azerbaijan 238 269 328 123 
Belorussia 294 253 329 86 
Estonia 169 262 336 153 
Georgia 239 248 346 115 
Kazakhstan 153 268 350 158 
Kirgizia 179 268 336 149 
Latvia 194 212 367 158 
Lithuania 223 272 326 120 
Moldavia 241 274 327 117 
Tajikistan 220 301 281 146 
Turkmenia 220 326 250 154 
Ukraine 216 266 355 114 
Uzbekistan 231 308 283 136 
Source: Compiled from USSR 1989 census data. cited from Valerii Aleksandrovich Tishkov, 
Ethnicity, Nationalism and Conflict in and after the Soviet Union: The Mind Aflame, Sage 
Publications, Inc., Oslo, 1997, p. 117. 
 
But the disintegration of USSR left a profound impact on this 
sector of the social life as well. Between 1992 and 1997 (Civil War 
period), Tajik education system was severely damaged. The war 
destroyed several schools and scattered most teachers who either 
joined the war or left the country.
94
 Even at present the Soviet legacy 
in Central Asia, among other things, includes creation of a significant 
scientific-technical intelligentsia and a level of education higher than 
                                                          
94
   Iraj Bashiri, Tajikistan: An Overview, 2003, available online at www.angelfire.com 
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the remaining Muslim world.
95
 Even today Tajikistan continues to 
enjoy high literacy rate of 98%, a tradition established by the 
Soviets.
96
  
The independence of Central Asia provided them a chance to 
alter the Soviet educational system and accordingly in view of 
nationalist considerations as well as modern educational models 
available in the West certain changes became inevitable. Accordingly 
the system of education as established by the Soviets was gradually 
replaced by the one wherein Tajik has replaced Russian texts and 
these have now stress on Tajik history, culture, geography and 
language instead of Soviet. Even many believe that it is comparatively 
of lesser standard yet the new education system has to fulfill the new 
nationalistic considerations of overwhelming majority of Tajiks. 
                                                          
95
  Boris Rumer (ed), Central Asia in Transition: Dilemmas of Political and Economic 
development, p. 2; As on 2009 the literacy rate among the Central Asian countries was 
Kazakhstan: 99.3%, Tajikistan: 99.1%, Uzbekistan: 99%, Turkmenistan: 98.3%, Azerbaijan: 
98.2%, Kyrgyzstan: 98.1% while as among the rest of the Muslim world it was Afghanistan: 
12.6%, Bahrain: 85%, Brunei: 88.5%, Iran: 73%, Mauritania: 31.9%, Oman: 73.5%, Pakistan: 
36%, Yemen: 30%, Saudi Arabia: 70.8%, Qatar: 88.6%, Algeria: 61%, Bangladesh: 31.8%, 
Egypt: 59.4%, Kuwait: 91%, Malaysia: 85.4%, Maldives: 97.3%, Morocco: 39.6%, Tunisia: 
65.3%, UAE: 81.7%, Burkina Faso: 15.2%, Gambia: 32.8%, Guinea-Bissau: 27.4%, Mali: 
39.6%, Senegal: 30.7%, Chad: 39.3%, Djibouti: 59.4%, Somalia: 25.8%,  Indonesia: 86.8%,  
Albania: 79.5%,  Bosnia and Herzegovina: 94%, Turkey: 79.6%; available online at 
http://www.democraticunderground.com/discuss/duboard.php?az=view_all&address=389x61
86794 
96
   Iraj Bashiri, Tajikistan: An Overview. 
187 
 
Russian language is still there but comparatively with very less 
emphasis. 
Tajikistan provides freedom to its citizens in choosing their 
language of instruction. Education in schools is generally imparted in 
Tajik, Russian, Uzbek, Kirghiz and Turkmen language mediums to 
fulfill the aspirations of all major ethnic groups.
97
 The secondary 
education is provided in  Tajik but the areas with high concentrations 
of citizens of other nationality, it is provided in the respective 
language of the people living there and most of time all these 
languages get due representation in the present scenario as every 
student is generally getting about 20% classes (other than Turkmen 
who get 13%) in ones chosen languages.
98
 The full details of the class 
work given to students at different levels in 2002/03 is reflected in the 
following table (Table. XIII). 
                                                          
97
  Tuition in primary and secondary schools in Tajikistan is given in five languages:  Tajik, 
Russian, Uzbek, Kyrgyz and Turkmen.  In vocational training schools, special secondary 
schools and higher educational establishments, Russian and Uzbek operate in parallel in 
Tajik; International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, 
reports submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, 
United Nations, 2004, p. 5. 
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  International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2004, p. 5. 
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Table. XIII 
Number of pupils by languages of education in schools for 2002/2003. 
 Tajik language Russian 
language 
Uzbek language Kyrgyz 
language 
Turkmen 
language 
No of 
classes  
No of 
pupils  
No of 
classes  
No of 
pupils  
No of 
classes  
No of 
pupils  
No of 
classes  
No of 
pupils  
No of 
classes  
No of 
pupils  
Preparato
ry classes 
196 2295 1 26       
I 6581 134601 183 4677 2092 40179 102 1639 15 306 
II 6466 133073 163 4044 2117 40762 99 1490 18 325 
III 6029 118757 151 3497 2008 38251 94 1444 17 308 
IV 6215 124665 124 2635 2070 39183 88 1445 16 262 
V 5762 126712 137 3113 1890 39656 86 1503 12 209 
VI 5656 125152 137 3079 1870 40197 86 1461 5 98 
VII 5383 116135 133 2886 1820 38326 80 1324 12 242 
VIII 5096 109704 133 2827 1738 36886 86 1367 11 237 
IX 4969 106104 125 2477 1717 36297 78 1336 12 240 
X 2453 46718 101 1820 802 14762 52 693 11 230 
XI 2307 43035 87 1452 769 14108 48 665 8 145 
Total 57124 1187205 1478 32587 18897 378705 899 14367 137 2602 
Source: T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar 
on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 35. 
 
Apart from ethnic aspirations the new education policy is aimed 
to improve the teaching of English in addition to Russian so that 
students are conversant in these languages to aspire for international 
institutions for higher educational attainments outside the country. 
Accordingly the government in 2003 has approved a ten year 
programme (2004-2014) for improving teaching and study of English 
189 
 
and Russian in the schools.
99
 Accordingly various minority groups 
have been provided education in their own languages at secondary 
level school which is reflected in the following table (Table. XXIV). 
Table. XXIV 
Education provided in Minority languages 
Year 1999 2000 2001 2002 
Russian 1,240 1,282 1,424 1,478 
Uzbek 17,543 18,047 18,609 18,897 
Kyrgyz 810 913 902 899 
Turkmen 153 156 155 137 
Source: International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, 
reports submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2004, p. 5. 
 
Following this, President Emomali Rahmonov, in 2004 
declared that the teaching of Russian is obligatory for the school 
going children from the 2
nd
 to 11
th
 grade in all Tajik and Uzbek 
schools in the country.
100
 Russian-language streams are therefore 
available in all higher education establishments. Besides this, in the 
Russian-Tajik Slavic University
101
 instructions are exclusively offered 
in Russian. These initiatives accordingly opened avenues for Russian 
                                                          
99
  International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2004, p. 4; http://www.tajik-gateway.org/index.phtml?lang=en&id=4024 
100
  Aneta Pavlenko and Анета Павленко, “Russian in Post-Soviet Countries (Русский язык в 
пост-советских странах)”, Russian Linguistics, Vol. XXXII, No. I,  Springer, 2008, p. 73, 
accessed 11 August 2012. 
101
  The Russian-Tajik Slavonic University was established in 1995 in the capital Dushanbe; 
International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2004, p. 6. 
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speaking people to continue education in Russian and thus more than 
30% (30,058 out of 118,427) university students got education in 
Russian medium by the year 2008.
102
 
According to the Ministry of Education of the Republic of 
Tajikistan in 2002/2003 school year 28,188 persons were studying in 
the groups with Russian language of education of the higher education 
establishments of the republic, 3348 persons study at the groups with 
Uzbek language of education and at the specialized establishments 
5530 persons with Russian language of training and 2554 persons 
with Uzbek language of training and many Tajik students in addition 
to Russians study in the group in the group with Tajik language of 
education.
103
  
In spite of the government help and extraordinary support from 
Russian federation to promote Russian in Tajikistan the educational 
institutions
104
 with Russian (and Uzbek, Kirghiz and Turkmen) 
                                                          
102
  The Russian government fully supports these educational initiatives, offering resources and 
professional development opportunities to Russian language professionals; Aneta Pavlenko 
and Анета Павленко, Russian Linguistics, Vol. XXXII, No. I, p. 73. 
103
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 37. 
104
   Ghafur Khodjamurodov and Bernd Rechel, Health Systems in Transition, p. 4. 
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language of training, are facing several problems like poor financing, 
weak material and technical base, crowded classes, etc.  as is reflected 
in the following statements recorded in 2004.
105
 
School № 20 admits 336 pupil, but we have 1500 pupil. The educational 
process goes in 4 flows. At school there are 42 classes and practically we 
have no places for the pupil. There is, for example, 1 class, in which there 
are 54 pupil. (Irina…belongs to a Russian speaking minority in Tajikistan 
and express about condition of a Russian school.) 
School № 21 admits 850 places, but we teach 1875-1880 pupils. It is very 
difficult to work in conditions, when all schools are actually overflowed in 
3-4 times. These problems we announce on all meetings of Rayon 
Education Department, City Education Department and Ministry of 
education. Construction of 5 pilot schools in our rayon is envisioned 
under the project, plus one is renovated, 1 is under construction, total we 
have 7 schools. But we did not get into this pilot project. 
(Valentina…belongs to a Russian speaking minority in Tajikistan…) 
 
Until 2000 schools with Russian, Uzbek, Kirghiz, Turkmen 
languages of training worked under the educational plans, 
programmes and textbooks of countries of an ethnic parentage along 
with a mandatory state standard- language, history, literature and 
geography of Tajikistan. But after 2000 all schools have been 
transferred to the educational plans and programmes of the Republic 
of Tajikistan with identical distribution of hours in all subjects. As a 
result following problems emerged for the schools with the non-Tajik 
                                                          
105
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, pp. 35-36. 
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language of education:
106
 
 unconformity of the educational plans, programmes and 
textbooks; 
 acute shortage of the textbooks on the native language; 
 reduction of hours for study of the native language 
(accordingly Russian, Uzbek, Kirghiz, Turkmen); 
 absence of hours for study of history, geography, 
literature of countries of an ethnic parentage; 
The Tajik language teachers are usually ordinary philologists, 
trained for teaching at school with Tajik language of education they 
do not possess knowledge of methodology of education of non-native 
language.
107
 In certain higher educational institutes, the education is 
imparted only in Tajik language. In that case ethnic Russians are not 
only deprived of learning but also from the employment over there.
108
 
Even if teachers of the natural sciences (physics, chemistry, 
mathematics) can take courses on improvement of qualification in 
Tajik, for the teachers of humanitarian subjects this is practically 
                                                          
106
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 36. 
107
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 38. 
108
  For example in the Central Institute of Improvement of Professional Skills teaching is 
imparted only in Tajik language. 
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impossible.
109
 Thus the main deficiency or the problem of the ethnic 
minorities is the study of Tajik language.
110
 And avenues to teach / 
study the Tajik language in the non-Tajik schools are practically 
inadequate. According to the statistical data Tajik language and 
literature teachers in classes with non-Tajik language in comparison 
with the teachers of other subjects have the lowest educational level. 
In 2000-2001 educational year 66.1% of them were with higher 
education, 5.3% with incomplete higher education, 20.2% with 
specialized secondary education and 8.5% with general secondary 
education.
111
 This is creating certain problems which have been 
highlighted by a study of 2004. These are: 
 absence of training techniques of Tajik language as the 
national language; 
 low level of preparation of the Tajik language teachers; 
 shortage of the textbooks, reference literature and etc.; 
                                                          
109
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 38. 
110
  International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2004, p. 6; T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-
regional Seminar on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, 
pp. 35-37. 
111
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 38. 
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 crowded classes:  It is very difficult to teach language in the 
class with number of 40 pupils and more.  
Consequent upon this the study of Russian has been also 
included in the national television programme “Paemy subkh”, which 
is telecasted twice a week.
112
 Whatever the limitations and aspirations 
the present educational policy is aimed to give fillip to Tajik language 
to create a people where Tajik can dominate. For specialised 
education attainments English and Russian will help one and all but 
more to the dominant majority for they are enormous in number. In 
any case Russians are having adequate arrangements for learning 
Russian as well as Tajik to apply for jobs that may come in their way, 
of course with a difference Russian no more guarantees them. 
Health  
Soviet Union used to provide medical services / facilities to its entire 
population, free of cost (paid by society).
113
 Medicine and public 
health therefore was the public responsibility of the state, with no 
                                                          
112
  International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2004, p. 4. 
113
  Mark G. Field, “The Soviet Legacy: the past as prologue”, Health Care in Central Asia, 
Martin McKee Judith Healy and Jane Falkingham (Eds), Open University Press, Buckingham, 
Philadelphia, 2002, p. 67. 
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room for the private initiative and as such the state was the sole 
provider of all health services.
114
  
In Tajikistan the modern health system facilities were 
established by the Soviets at large scale in 1938 and they continued it 
with full infrastructural and human resource support till 1980s.
115
 In 
this period, most of specialists were Russians working in the field of 
education and medicine.
116
  
The Soviet medical facilities were served by two types of 
networks: the territorial (or residential) network and the occupational 
(or departmental) networks. In the territorial or residential case 
medical facilities were provided to the citizens of USSR in general. 
Physicians could see their patients at polyclinics for half of the day 
and for the remaining half day they would do the paper work. 
                                                          
114
  Mark G. Field, “Health Care in Central Asia, p. 70. 
115
  Ghafur Khodjamurodov and Bernd Rechel, Health Systems in Transition, Vol. XII, No. II, p. 
xvii. 
116
  Boris Rumer (Ed), Central Asia in Transition: Dilemmas of Political and Economic 
development, p. 118. 
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Consultations to patients lasted for few minutes (often less than 
ten).
117
 
In the occupational or departmental network facilities were 
provided to administrators, ministers, organisations, such as the 
Academy of Sciences and the employees of large department stores. 
In addition to it, industrial enterprises had their own medical hospitals 
and clinics. In factories and plants, the physician in charge of the 
health of the workers in a shop or department was also available to 
serve, so that the individual often had a choice between a residential 
or occupational type of medical services.
118
 Since the Russians during 
Soviet period were mostly administrators, politicians, doctors, 
teachers, industrialists, skilled persons, etc. they had access to the 
departmental or occupational type of medical facilities. 
After the disintegration of Soviet Union, Russians out-migrated 
indiscriminately, taking out a big lot of professionals from medicine 
                                                          
117
  Dr. G. Ivanov, in a letter to Izvestia in 1986, complained that he was so pressed for time that 
he had to make diagnoses and prescribe treatment as speedily as a „jet pilot in aerial combat‟. 
Another doctor reported that her workload was 36 patients in 4 hours, that is, 7 minutes per 
patient, with more than half of that time consumed by paperwork; Mark G. Field, Health Care 
in Central Asia, p. 71. 
118
  Highest officials and their families had access to the best medical care, equipment and 
buildings; Mark G. Field, Health Care in Central Asia, p. 72. 
197 
 
also.
119
 Today, as compared to Soviet times when there were 2.5 
doctors per 1000, in 1990 there were only 2.0 physicians per 1000 
population in 2006 which still got down to 1.86 per 1000 in 2007 
(while as this figure is 3.0 physicians per 1000 population in 
Turkmenistan and 3.5 per 1000 population in Kazakhstan). 
Additionally there arose also infrastructural problems in the health 
sector because of very less support of the government soon after 
independence. Since the government was in a precarious situation in 
financial matters, buildings started deteriorating, technology became 
obsolete and pharmaceuticals and other medical supplies less 
affordable.
120
 This resulted in general decline in the medical facilities. 
 One reason for it was that public spending on health decreased 
from 5.0% of GDP in 1990 to a mere 1.4% in 1998 in Tajikistan
.121
 
Since Russians mostly lived in cities (physicians were particularly 
                                                          
119
  Judith Healy, “The health care workforce”, Health Care in Central Asia, Martin McKee 
Judith Healy and Jane Falkingham (Eds), Open University Press, Buckingham, Philadelphia, 
2002, p. 128. 
120
  Judith Healy, Health Care in Central Asia, p. 125. 
121
   Joe Kutzin and Cheryl Cashin, “Health system funding”, Health Care in Central Asia, Martin 
McKee Judith Healy and Jane Falkingham (Eds), Open University Press, Buckingham, 
Philadelphia, p. 95. 
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concentrated in cities like Dushanbe),
122
 the first decade of the 
independence saw that the health facilities on the whole dwindled, 
with their exit, as can be understood from the following table (Table. 
XXV):
123
 
Table. XXV 
Health personnel in Tajikistan per 100,000 people, 1990–2007 
Type of 
personnel 
1990 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007* 
Physicians 255 203 193 194 192 201 186 
Dentists 15 17 14 15 15 15 15 
Pharmacists 12 11 10 - - - - 
Nurses 809 470 435 428 418 447 411 
Midwives 129 60 58 54 54 57 52 
Source: WHO Regional Office for Europe, 2010. From Ghafur Khodjamurodov and Bernd 
Rechel, “Tajikistan Health System Review”, Bernd Rechel (Ed.) and Martin McKee (Series Ed.), 
Health Systems in Transition, Vol. 12, No. 2. European Observatory on Health Systems and 
Policies, Denmark, 2010, p. 85. 
*From State Committee on Statistics, 2008b. 
  
After the independence the health system is managed by the 
state authorities. The Public Health Care Act of the constitution of 
Tajikistan provides every citizen the right to choose a medical 
institution and a physician.  Besides this the government has allowed 
private players to provide health care to the people of the country on 
payments. Accordingly at their discretion, people can pay for the 
                                                          
122
  Ghafur Khodjamurodov and Bernd Rechel, Health Systems in Transition, Vol. XXII, No. II, 
p. xvii. 
123
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 13. 
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services of private medical institutions or private doctors practicing in 
accordance with Tajik legislation.
 
This has been done after 1996, till 
then the health care system of Tajikistan was entirely state owned. 
The Ministry of Health controlled all the medical institutions, from 
primary care and rural hospitals to hospitals in regional and national 
centers. After that the „Law on Health Protection‟ provided for the 
establishment of a parallel private health care system in the country.
124
  
Since the erstwhile medical system operated free of cost and on 
an institutional mechanism the people working in different places 
have therefore now lost the earlier benefit. Both Tajiks and other 
minorities including Russians are therefore facing a new situation 
uncomfortably, as compared to the past; but since Russians earlier 
were the specialists in all walks of life and thus their earlier privileges 
are hence lost. Accordingly Russians are as good sufferers as others in 
the country.
125
  
                                                          
124
   Johannes Vang and Steve Hajioff, “Rationalizing hospital services”, Health Care in Central 
Asia, Martin McKee Judith Healy and Jane Falkingham (Eds), Open University Press, 
Buckingham, Philadelphia, 2002, p. 162. 
125
  International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2004, p. 25. 
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Economic Conditions  
The 1980s Soviet time sharp economic decline continued in the post 
1991 era as well.
126
 Among the five republics of Central Asia 
Tajikistan is the poorest
127
 with lowest per capita GDP ($6.3 billion for 
the year 2011).
128
 
The non-indigenous populations of Central Asia (mostly 
Russians) were the bearers of the elite jobs in modern industry and 
services.
129
 They were the people who enabled modern sectors of 
economy to function.
130
 But the disintegration of USSR, Civil War 
and the changing socio-economic situation has brought sea-changes 
among the Russians employed in different branches of the industry 
and services. For one those who stayed back are insignificantly very 
                                                          
126
  The reasons for this included the withdrawal of subsidies from Moscow, the breakdown of 
inter-republic trade and the impact of government stabilisation policies; Serdar Savas, Gülin 
Gedik and Marian Craig, “The reform process”, Health Care in Central Asia, p. 80. 
127
   Ghafur Khodjamurodov and Bernd Rechel, Health Systems in Transition, Vol. XII, No. II, p. 
4; The industry and construction in Tajikistan in 1991 employed 21% of the general employed 
in economics population which came down to 9.1% in 2000; transport and communication in 
1991 employed 5% which in 2000, employed only 2.4% in 1991; and in other branches of 
goods production the number decreased from 2% in 1991 to 0.6% in 2000; T. N. Bozrikova, 
“Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar on Minority Rights: 
Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 26. 
128
  Iraj Bashiri, Tajikistan: An Overview. 
129
   Boris Rumer (Ed), Central Asia in Transition: Dilemmas of Political and Economic 
development, p. 113. 
130
   Boris Rumer (Ed), Central Asia in Transition: Dilemmas of Political and Economic 
development, p. 117. 
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low in number to manage the jobs held earlier by the ethnic group. 
Secondly because of national language policy shift they have become 
aloof from important sectors like public health, education, culture, 
administrative work, and the professions like that of teachers, lawyers, 
writers, journalists, etc.
131
  
The data related the present scenario explains the position 
existing in the country. In January 2009, out of the total of the 17,580 
civil service administrative staff of the country, just 173 (1%) were 
Russian
132
 and out of 99 supreme judicial authorities only one belongs 
to Russian ethnic minority.
133
 Similarly out of the 4,976 employed by 
the state ministries, 55 were Russian
134
 and again out of the 780 civil 
                                                          
131
  This exclusion of ethnic Russians from various posts was primarily due to their insufficient 
knowledge of local languages; Valerii Aleksandrovich Tishkov, Ethnicity, Nationalism and 
Conflict in and After the Soviet Union: The Mind Aflame, p. 123. 
132
  Whereas 14,625 (88.3%) were Tajik, 1,519 (9.2 %) were Uzbek, 149 (0.9%) were Kyrgyz and 
106 (0.6%) belong other ethnic origin; International Convention on the Elimination of all 
Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports submitted by states parties under article 9 of the 
convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United Nations, 2011, p. 18. 
133
  Of which 94 were Tajik and 1 was Uzbek; International Convention on the Elimination of all 
Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports submitted by states parties under article 9 of the 
convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United Nations, 2011, p. 18. 
134
  And 4,059 were Tajiks, 244 Uzbeks, 9 Kyrgyz and 39 were from other ethnic origin; 
International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2011, pp. 18-19. 
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servants employed by the state committees, 31 were Russians.
135
 Their 
small number in the country is also reflected by the share of Russians 
in government departments
136
 where they are 36 out of the total figure 
of 3,601 and in the local government authorities the Russians 
employed are 32 out of the total of 6,650.
137
 In the Central 
Commission on Elections and Referendums there was just 1 Russian 
out of the total 13 civil servants.
138
 This trend continued to exist in the 
years to follow as is reflected in the following table (Table. XXVI). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                          
135
  The others were; 632-Tajiks, 70-Uzbek, 5-Kyrgyz and 15 from other ethnic origin; 
International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2011, p. 19. 
136
  Where the Tajiks contribute 3,099, Uzbeks 277, Kyrgyz 25 and others 20; International 
Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports submitted by 
states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United Nations, 2011, 
p. 19. 
137
  Others are; 5,382 Tajiks, 861 Uzbeks, 109 Kyrgyz and 23 from other ethnic origin; 
International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2011, p. 19. 
138
  Apart from Russians, the Tajiks were 10 and Uzbeks 2; International Convention on the 
Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports submitted by states parties under 
article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United Nations, 2011, p. 19. 
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Table. XXVI 
State employees (civil servants) by ethnic origin, as of 1 April 2010 
 Total 
(% of 
total) 
Tajik 
(% of 
total) 
Uzbek 
(% of 
total) 
Russian 
(% of 
total) 
Kyrgyz 
(% of 
total) 
Other 
(% of 
total) 
Tajikistan 17,496 
(100) 
15,451 
(88.3) 
1,489 
(8.5) 
134 (0.7) 196 (1.1) 226 
(1.2) 
Kŭhistoni 
Badakhshon 
autonomous 
province 
568 
(100) 
518 
(90.2) 
  50 (8.7)  
Soghd 
province 
2,062 
(100) 
1,634 
(76.3) 
415 
(19.3) 
9 (0.4) 1 (0.04) 3 (0.1) 
Khatlon 
province 
2,406 
(100) 
2,112 
(85.2) 
247 
(11.06) 
14 (0.5)  6 (0.2) 
Dushanbe 307 
(100) 
296 
(90.5) 
9 (2.7) 2 (0.6)   
Centrally 
administered 
districts 
1,411 
(100) 
1 230 
(85.1) 
139 (9.6)  41 (2.8) 1 (0.06) 
Central 
agencies 
10 742 
(100) 
9 661 
(89.9) 
652 
(6.06) 
109 
(1.01) 
104 
(0.96) 
216 
(2.01) 
Source: International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, 
reports submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2011, p. 19. 
 
The representation of minorities including Russians, as 
reflected above, is in fact because these people are very poorly 
represented in the population of Tajiks. Not that Russians are only few 
living in the country but also overwhelming majority of professional 
and technocrats / bureaucrats have left the country in the process of 
out-migration. Most of them have very little chance to grab such jobs 
in the near future because of dominance of the natives living there. 
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Even though the following table (Table. XXVII) is based on 2004 
study yet it also reflects the mood among Russians who are willing to 
go anywhere to earn their living and better standards of education for 
their children. 
Table. XXVII 
Are you going to leave Tajikistan for another country? (in %) 
Nationality In the nearest 
future and 
forever 
I am 
going, but 
later on  
I would like, 
but I don‟t have 
possibility 
I want to 
abroad for 
temporarily 
earnings 
No Other 
Tajiks       0.3      1.8       3.4            14.9 79.1  0.5 
Uzbeks       2.3      4.5       3.6  79.5       
Russians       5.0    18.8     36.6            6.9 32.7      
Kirghiz          18.2     13.6           13.6 54.5  
Turkmen               5.0              95.0  
Tartars      8.1    16.2     48.6              27.0  
Others      3.6    21.4     32.1           5.4  35.7 1.8 
Total      1.0      4.5       8.7           12.8  72.5 0.5 
Source: T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar 
on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 41. 
 
The main reasons, according to survey are difficult socio-
economic conditions (unemployment, low salary, etc.), absence of 
prospects for children, limited communication in the native language, 
departing of the friends, relatives host of other causes other causes 
many of them have shown eagerness to deport to earn better future 
(Table. XXVIII). Noteworthy however is that majority of Turkic 
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Iranian stock is willing to stay back and confront the situation. 
Russians on the other hand have shown willingness to move out but 
since Russian Federation itself discourages permanent settlement of 
migrants therefore the Tajik Russians do not want to leave the country 
and accordingly around 70% of them are forced to face the conditions 
of the country and elevate themselves in the given scenario. Most of 
them, more than half of the Tajik Russians in Dushanbe, are 
pensioners and as such have very little to work.
139
 However it is the 
new generation of Russians that is worried for future. Despite the 
legal equality of all citizens, the major problem confronting Russians 
of Central Asia relates to employment access.
140
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                          
139
  Tajikistan began privatizing its state holdings in 1992; Iraj Bashiri, Tajikistan: An Overview; 
In Tajikistan large scale privatisation has made slow but steady progress in recent years; 
Emmanuel Maurice (Eds), Law in transition: Central Asia, European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, Japan, 2003, p. 17. 
140
   Sebastian Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, pp. 13-14. 
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Table. XXVIII 
Main reasons of departure from Tajikistan (in %) 
Nationality Difficult 
social 
conditions 
Absence of 
prospects 
for children 
Limited communication 
on the native language, 
departing of the friends 
Attraction to 
the historical 
Motherland 
Other Refused 
to answer 
Tajiks     74.2       25.8  
Uzbeks     22.2      33.3      33.3    11.1 
Russians     54.8      16.2     16.1      1.6 11.3  
Kirghiz    100.0      
Turkmen    100.0      
Tartars    37.0      29.6     14.8  14.8   3.7 
Others    41.9     16.2     9.7    12.9 16.1   3.2 
Total    57.1     12.8    9.9     2.5 16.3   1.5 
Source: T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar 
on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 41. 
 
The employment of the public offices have accentuated the 
ethinicisation of the professional ranks to the point that most of the 
natives work in the state sector and ethnic minorities in the private 
sector. The Russians find themselves excluded not only from the 
public offices but also from large companies, that control energy and 
other critical industries, whether privatized or state controlled.
141
 So in 
order to secure jobs Russians are in favour of reorientation in 
employment in the food and light industries, in agriculture, trade, and 
the services.
142
 
                                                          
141
   Sebastian Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 14. 
142
  Valerii Aleksandrovich Tishkov, Ethnicity, Nationalism and Conflict in and After the Soviet 
Union: The Mind Aflame, Sage Publications, Inc., Oslo, 1997, p. 122. 
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The given scenario suggests that Russians have representations 
in various sectors of the government / owned by government almost to 
the tune of their population share. This as compared to the past is very 
insignificant and thus in an overall situation they represent between 
0.5 to 0.7%. Tajik government has employed many of them in the 
border troops soon after the independence.
143
 But since Tajik 
government has depended mostly on Russian military for the reason 
of defense soon after independence
144
 has depended on Russian 201
st
   
Motorized Rifle Division.
145
  
Given the scenario Russians, Tartars and representatives of 
other nationalities have considered that their material status is worse 
than majority of the population. Even though among the majority 
                                                          
143
  Boris Rumer (Ed), Central Asia in Transition: Dilemmas of Political and Economic 
development, p. 126. 
144
  Library of congress – federal research division, country profile Tajikistan, p. 15; In the 
beginning they were declared neutral, with only focus on safe grading important military and 
industrial instillations and to act as peace keepers. But with the passage of time they focused 
on to keep the pro–communist government in power in Dushanbe; Monica Shepherr, 
“Intervention in Central Asia,” Perspective, Vol. VII, No. III, January- February, 1997, 
available online at http://www.bu.edu/iscip/vol7/Shepherd.html, accessed 01 September 2012. 
145
  In 1996 Tajikistan housed a total of 16,500 which included 12,500 border troops from 201
st
 
Motorized Rifle Division. At present Tajikistan is employing 12,000 troops of Russians 
Federal Border Guard which also include Tajikistan Enlisted Personal. These 200 Russian 
families of former border guards are living in the country. The main reason for their stay in 
Tajikistan is their inability to obtain the allowances and housing to which they were 
theoretically entitled upon their return to Russia; Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 
6;http://www.marines.mil/news/publications/Documents/Kazakstan,%20Kyrgystan,%20Tajik
istan,%20Turkmenistan,%20and%20Uzbekistan%20Study_4.pdf, P, 201. 
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about 11.1% Tajiks estimate their material status as worse than the 
rest, but 23.8% Russians, 18.9% Tartars and 19.6% other nationalities 
have indicated that they have lost the gains of the past and accordingly 
are sufferers.
146
 This is also because there are people who consider 
that there has not been witnessed any change, as compared to the past, 
and among them there are 72% Tajiks, 93.2% Uzbeks, 61.4% 
Russians, 81.8% Kirghiz, 95% Turkmen, 67.6% Tartars and 55.4% 
other nationalities.
147
 
Thus in presence of these conditions more active and mobile 
section of the national minorities work in international, local non-
governmental organisations and business structures. Because work in 
these organisations does not require the knowledge of the state 
language.  
Russians thus prefer to invest in private enterprises operating 
small enterprises  that provide jobs in data processing, maintenance, 
plumbing, electrical work, private security, or are running cafes  and 
                                                          
146
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 40. 
147
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 40. 
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boutiques. Many Russians also work in the goods trade between 
Central Asia and Russia, and some times more remote destinations 
such as Turkey.
148
 
In case of public sector employment the ignorance or poor 
knowledge of state language is posing them several problems and 
many times problems get generated because of the poor knowledge of 
the state language as is found in the expressions below.
149
 
Attitude of my colleagues to me is very good. But I think that my 
nationality influences on my promotion at workplace and position in 
society. If I were Tajik, for sure I would be now a chief. I cannot advance 
beyond of the reached, though I have a lot of knowledge and experience, 
in comparison to my colleagues.  
Despite the fact that I have lived in kishlak for a long time and I 
know Tajik language, to me it is very difficult to write documents in Tajik 
language and furthermore to learn technical terminology in Tajik. 
(Luidmila…belongs to a minority group of Tajikistan.) 
 
 In our institute Russian language is more and more neglected, all clerical 
work, educational process is transferred to the state language. There is no 
literature. The same is for medics. My son is a doctor, they are forced to 
write sickness histories in Tajik language. What are we going to do? How 
to work further. (Luibov…belongs to a minority group of Tajikistan.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                          
148
   Sebastian Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 15. 
149
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, pp. 29-31. 
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Interethnic Relations 
Interethnic relations in any society are conditioned by many 
interdependent factors like historical, political, social, cultural, 
psychological and situational.
150
 Unlike rest of the Soviet Union, 
Central Asia presented a unique phenomenon as the two (Russians 
and Central Asian natives) maintained cultural diversity.
151
 
 Even though the Central Asians and Russians including others 
living in the earstwhile USSR communicated in Russian and 
maintained thereby commonality for around 70 years yet both lived a 
kind of separate lives which at times were divergent. Accordingly this 
plural society maintained their own divergence in spite of the fact that 
Soviets tried to produce “Soviet Man”152 who was thought to look 
                                                          
150
  Language is an important factor influencing interethnic relations in the republic; T. N. 
Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, pp. 14-16, 31. 
151
  Mixed marriages between Russians and natives remained rare in Central Asia; but were 
commonly practiced between Russians and Ukrainians, Germans, Tatars, and Koreans. 
Russians hardly bothered to learn any native languages, and the like; Valerii Aleksandrovich 
Tishkov, Ethnicity, Nationalism and Conflict in and After the Soviet Union: The Mind Aflame, 
p. 126. 
152
  Slava Gerovitch, “„New Soviet Man‟ Inside Machine: Human Engineering, Spacecraft 
Design, and the Construction of Communism” available online at 
http://web.mit.edu/slava/homepage/articles/Gerovitch-New-Soviet-Man.pdf; Hafeez Malik, 
“Muslim Resurgence in Soviet Central Asia”, available online at 
http://www.georgefox.edu/academics/undergrad/departments/soc-
swk/ree/Malik_Muslim_articles_previous.pdf 
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similar in all respects but somehow failed. The disintegration 
accordingly forced migrations at large scale mainly because of fear of 
inter-ethnic wars were eminent.
153
 The subsequent history has shown 
that even though such inter-ethnic wars were not fought at large scale 
but skirmishes occurred at many places in former USSR- either 
because of political reasons or because of others. The Tajik-Kyrgyz 
clash of 1989 is one such incident when there was roar between the 
two on land and water.
154
 Another was witnessed during the Tajik 
Civil War when Uzbeks were found to have sided with the people 
who were eager not to give space to Islamic groups in power.
155
 
 Whatever happened in the Tajik Civil War, Russians were not 
found to have fought with any group. The main reason was Russian 
army stationed in Tajikistan. Since then the smaller population of 
Russians living there had no occasion to clash with other groups, even 
though they may be feeling insecure on various accounts, therefore 
inter-ethnic relations have not suffered much. For this purpose the 
                                                          
153
  Sebastian Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 7. 
154
  This is also known in the history as the called “hoe war” of 1989; iwpr.net/report-news/tajik-
kyrgyz-water-clash-sign-things-come 
155
  But in these conflicts Russians were neither involved nor targeted. 
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state encourages the development of inter-ethnic and inter-cultural 
understanding besides safeguarding the ethnic culture and traditions of 
the various peoples living in Tajikistan.
156
 The constitution recognizes 
its citizens irrespective of nationality. In order to safeguard the 
minority rights Tajikistan has recognized the principles and norms of 
the international law.  
The principles of equality and non-discrimination
157
 guarantees 
the rights and freedom of minorities irrespective of race, gender, 
nationality, language, confession, political conviction, education, 
social and property status.
158
  
However, in legal space there is no concept of “national, ethnic 
minorities”. Concepts like nations, tribes, nationality, race, national 
                                                          
156
  International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by Tajikistan to the United Nations, 2004, p. 26; According to the 2000 census 
there are 137 ethnic groups and nationalities living in Tajikistan; International Convention on 
the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports submitted by states parties 
under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United Nations, 2011, p. 5. 
157
  For example the laws and regulations like the Criminal, Civil, Labour and Family Codes, the 
Citizenship Act, Migration Act, Employment Promotion Act, Religion and Religious 
Organisations Act, Foreign Nationals (Legal Status) Act and the Forced Migrants Act, etc. are 
aimed to check discrimination on the grounds of race, language and faith; International 
Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports submitted by 
states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United Nations, 2004, 
p. 3. 
158
   International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by Tajikistan to the United Nations, 2004, p. 7. 
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and ethnic groups are used in the national legislation with no clear 
definition.
159
 
The guarantee of rights of ethnic groups in daily practice has an 
effect on inter-ethnic relations. According to a survey of 2004 (Table. 
XXIX) the Russian ethnic minority (also other Russian speaking 
people of the country) have witnessed encroachment in their rights of 
the citizens by national feature.
160
 
Table. XXIX 
Aggression of Rights of the Citizens by Nationality (in %) 
Nationality Yes No 
Tajiks 17.3 82.6 
Uzbeks 45.5 54.5 
Russians 74.3 25.7 
Kirghiz 9.1 90.9 
Turkmen 5.0 95.0 
Tartars 73.0 27.0 
Others 66.1 33.9 
Total 25.4 74.5 
Source: T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar 
on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, Panorama Foundation, 
Bishkek, October 2004, p. 24. 
 
These have mainly shown that national minorities have mainly 
faced insults and aggression of the national dignity in the domestic 
                                                          
159
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 10. 
160
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 23. 
214 
 
sphere. Most of them (72.2%) have experienced it on the streets or in 
public transport (50.3%) and very few in the colonies of residence. 
Since the dominance of Russian culture is no more existing the 
reflection thus shows that the attitude of majority has also changed. 
Many of the minorities including Russians have therefore found it 
quite an unusual situation. The concern is that majority group is 
showing a kind of negative attitude towards the “Russian-speaking” 
children in the colonies they lived together.
161
 
My second son is 10 years old. He is sitting with me at my workplace for half of 
the day and then go to the school. I am afraid to leave him at home because 
something will happen for sure, either he will be beaten or this bicycle will be 
taken and etc. (Nina…belongs to a minority group of Russians in Tajikistan.) 
 
Such concerns are therefore genuine as the fear psychosis is 
largely because of the change in the attitude of majority group. 
Similarly the Russian-speaking youth have noticed prejudice against 
them by the law enforcement agencies.
162
 
I can say about prejudice attitude to the “Russian-speaking” youth at the disco. 
So youth of Tajik nationality can go without obstacles, but Russian company will 
be necessarily stopped and asked for the documents. And who is taking 
documents to the disco? Then quarrels and explanations are starting. You should 
                                                          
161
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 24. 
162
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 25. 
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pay, or you should have brother or uncle that can stick up for you. 
(Nataliya…belongs to a minority group of group of Russians in Tajikistan.) 
For me it is good in Tajikistan. However there is discomfort at the customs and 
militia is always reminding you that I am alien here. I was leaving Tajikistan for 
several times but the feeling of nostalgia was returning me. (Igor…belongs to a 
minority group of group of Russians in Tajikistan.) 
 
Such kind of attitude towards the ethnic Russians of Central 
Asia is not a part of any official policy, as was the case with Baltic 
states. Countries such as Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan even announced, 
on several occasions, that they hope to contain their Russian residents 
and even to see the return of those who had already left.
163
 
In the Soviet period (pre 1991), such kind of attitude was not 
found, neither Russians nor any other minority group of today had any 
such complaint. But in the post-Soviet (post 1991) period a good 
number of them have complained of insult and aggression by the 
people. This is what the following table (Table. XXX) depicts. 
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   Sebastian Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 15. 
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Table. XXX 
Whether there were in your life cases, when you have been insulted or restrained in 
your rights because of your nationality? (in %) 
Nationality Before 1991  After 1991 
Yes No It’s difficult 
to answer  
Yes No It’s difficult to 
answer 
Tajiks 4.2 87.8 8.0 11.4 82.3 6.2 
Uzbeks 13.6 86.4   34.1 61.4  4.5 
Russians 11.9 87.1 1.0 49.5 48.5 2.0 
Kirghiz   100.0   4.5 63.6 31.8 
Turkmen   100.0       
Tartars 13.5 86.5  24.3 70.3 5.4 
Others 16.1 83.9   32.1 66.1  1.8 
Total 5.6 87.8 6.4 15.8 78.2 6.0 
Source: T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar 
on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, Panorama Foundation, 
Bishkek, October 2004, p. 24. 
 
Comparing the pre 1990 with the figure of the post 1990 it 
becomes evident that Tajikistan today has changed. All the people 
living in the country feel that incidents related to ones honour have 
increased and among them Russians have faced more such incidents. 
Conclusion  
Russian once a class consisting of politicians, administrators, 
professionals, doctors, engineers, teachers, etc. were regarded as 
privileged class but today the leftovers are living as subsidiary class in 
the entire region of Central Asia including Tajikistan. This shift / 
change was due to the large scale emigration of majority of Russians 
217 
 
after the disintegration of Soviet Union as well as because 
independence has allowed natives to project themselves in a better 
way. 
The emigration process started well before the breakup of the 
erstwhile Soviet Union but it was catalyzed by certain factors such as 
disintegration of Soviet Union itself, Civil War in Tajikistan, fear of 
ethnic violence, extremism of some of the Muslim societies around 
Tajikistan.  Besides the psychological reasons, the new demographic 
dynamism
164
 was reflective of all these reasons to change the socio-
economic and political status of all minorities in Central Asia 
including Tajikistan.  
The reasons for Russian out migration from Central Asia, as 
discussed earlier, were poor economic situation caused by the decline 
due to privatisation and factory closures, low levels of education in 
Tajik language, poor knowledge of national languages, degradation of 
social status, negative outlook of future, discrimination, fear of state-
                                                          
164
   The Russians of Central Asia often employ dual terminology to clarify their identity. Russia is 
certainly country of their fathers, to which one does not cease to belong even if one does not 
emigrate there, which in motherland remains the republic in which one was born; Sebastian 
Peyrouse, “The Russian Minority in Central Asia: Migration, Politics and Language”, 
Occasional Papers, p. 9. 
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driven or community-driven ethnic violence,
165
 somewhere by overt 
discrimination by the members of the titular nationality, state policies 
implemented in such a way that seem discriminative against 
minorities or community insularity that makes life uncomfortable for 
minorities.
166
  
As a result ethnic Russians of the region are marginalised from 
every sector / post they held in the pre 1991 period. In this way, those 
who were left are caught in a kind of socio-political stupor. 
Theoretically the constitution of the country safeguards the 
interests of its minorities in every respect. But in reality one can see 
ethnic preference
167
 of Tajiks while recruiting candidate for the public 
posts and thus leaving Russian population to be in the private sector. 
                                                          
165
  Stability of new states was also a concern for Russians in Central Asia. After independence 
only 43% of Russians in Uzbekistan, 36% in Kyrgyzstan and 66% in Tajikistan wanted to 
emigrate, and only 18% in Uzbekistan, 25% in Kyrgyzstan and 6% in Tajikistan expressed to 
stay; Sebastian Peyrouse, “The Russian Minority in Central Asia: Migration, Politics and 
Language”, Occasional Papers, p. 6. 
166
  Sebastien Peyrouse, “The Russian Minority in Central Asia: Migration, Politics and 
Language”, Occasional Papers, p. 6; Scott Radnitz, “Weighing the Political and Economic 
Motivations for Migration in Post-Soviet Space: The Case of Uzbekistan”, Europe-Asia 
Studies, Vol. 58, No. 5, p. 655; Charles King and Neil J. Melvin, “Diaspora Politics: Ethnic 
Linkages, Foreign Policy, and Security in Eurasia”, International Security, Vol. 24, No. 3, p. 
123. 
167
  Sebastien Peyrouse, Occasional Papers, p. 6. 
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Thus living in a precarious situation they require some kind of a 
different approach. For example national originality and consequently 
widening of its access to ethnic minorities demand targeted actions on 
the part of state institutions and public organizations. One can hope 
that:
168
 
 Development, within the framework of the state, of concrete 
measures for the preservation and development of objects of 
cultural-language environment. 
 Development and acceptance of the State programme on 
learning of the state language at all stages of education; 
Although inter-ethnic relations between ethnic Russians and the 
title nation in Tajikistan are stable yet clashes but in no case were 
ethnic Russians involved or attacked. This however would not free 
them of perceiving the threat of insults, discrimination and violent 
clashes.  
                                                          
168
  T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional Seminar on 
Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 45. 
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However, Central Asia is experiencing a vibrant growth in 
ethnic consciousness which often result in inter-ethnic disputes.
169
 
During the Civil War Tajik nationalists were hostile to all non-Tajiks; 
Uzbeks, Russians, Tatars, Koreans and other and because of “new 
consciousness”170 clashes between Tajiks and Kyrgyz over land and 
water in 1989, antagonism between Uzbeks and Tajiks during 
Tajikistan's Civil War of 1992 where its results. Tajiks even accused 
Uzbeks living in Tajikistan to have sided against the nationalist forces 
and accused them attempting to restore a neo-Soviet regime to 
power.
171
 The independence thus granted unusual “rights” to the 
nation states and minorities, including Russians, in these countries 
started to feel a kind of deterioration in the inter-ethnic relations like: 
desperate position of the ethnic minorities of different nationalities in 
                                                          
169
  Sergei Abashin, “The Transformation of Ethnic Identity in Central Asia”, Russia Regional 
Perspective Journal, Vol. I, No. II, 2003. 
170
  Monica Shepherr, “Intervention in Central Asia,” Perspective, volume VII, No. III (January- 
February, 1997); According to 2000 census more than 120 nations and nationalities live in 
Tajikistan; T. N. Bozrikova, “Problems of Ethnic Minorities in Tajikistan”, in Sub-regional 
Seminar on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, p. 13; 
International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, reports 
submitted by states parties under article 9 of the convention, Addendum, Tajikistan, United 
Nations, 2004, p. 3. 
171
  http://www.mongabay.com/history/tajikistan/tajikistan-forces_of_nationalism.html 
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different spheres (jobs, business, etc.),
172
 replacement of minorities 
with titular nationals at workplaces, etc.
173
 because of these the 
following need immediate attention to address the problems of 
Russians in Tajikistan. 
Following are the problems faced by the Russians of Tajikistan: 
 unemployment and restricted possibilities for employment; 
 outflow of qualified specialists and shortage of staff of high 
qualification; 
 low salary level; 
 transfer of clerical work on the state language and lack of 
knowledge of it by the major part of representatives of 
Russian minority; 
 selection and assignment of the managerial personnel more 
often not upon the level of professionalism; 
 shortage of raw materials, obsolete equipment and 
                                                          
172
  Scott Radnitz, “Weighing the Political and Economic Motivations for Migration in Post-
Soviet Space: The Case of Uzbekistan”, Europe-Asia Studies, Vol. LVIII, No. III, Taylor & 
Francis, Ltd., Jul., 2006, p. 656; Ajay Patnaik, Nations, Minorities and States in Central Asia, 
p. 104. 
173
  However there is no evidence of a state policy to discriminate against national minorities. 
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technologies; 
All these problems can be addressed by: 
 incorporation, i.e. inclusion into the local community with 
preservation of national originality; 
 assimilation; 
 repatriation (returning to the historical Motherland). 
Among them the most positive path is incorporation. But at the 
same time is to be accompanied with adequate measures and actions 
for maintenance of equivalent development and preservation of 
originality of ethnic minority on the part of the state, national 
communities and other non-governmental agencies. 
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